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Arafat ends 
N. Yemen visit 

• SANAA . (R) — Palestinian 
leader' Yasser Arafat, seeking 
Arab support for a call for an 
Arab League summit, has flown 
to Somalia from North Yemen, 
Radio Sanaa said Saturday. It 
quoted Arafat as saying on his 
departure Friday night that he 
had talks with President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh “on an extraor- 
dinary Arab s u mm i t meeting in 
Baghdad to review dangers facing 
the Arab World." 

U.S. to stop funding 
If PLO Joins WHO 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States would stop contribut- 
ing to the World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) if the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
were admitted as a member, the 
State Department said Friday. 
The PLO formally asked for foil 
membership April 12 in Geneva, 
three weeks before the scheduled 
meeting of the World Health 
Assembly May 7-18. U.S. law 
mandates cutting off funding for 
any United Nations organisation 
that grants foil membership to the 
PLO or any other group that 
“does have the internationally 
recognised attributes of state- 
hood,” States Department 
spokesman Richard Boucher said 
at a briefing. 

Pope names veteran 
to Jerusalem post 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
John Paul II Saturday named a 
prelate with long diplomatic ex- 
perience in Latin America as the 
church's representatives in the 
Holy Land. Archbishop Andrea 
Cordero Lanza di Montezemolo, 
a 64-year-old Italian, was 
appointed to the post of apostolic 
(telegate in Jerusalem and Pales- 
tine. Tana di Montezemolo has 
served in Latin America since 
1977, first ini Nicaragua and up to 
now in Uruguay. 

Crowds attack 
police near Cairo 

CAIRO (R) — Two Egyptian 
policemen were badly beaten by 
people protesting at the death of 
a four-year-old boy knocked 
down by a police car Saturday^ 
Police said the car. hit Arafa 
Mohammad Abdul Fattah when 
be ran into a street in the Nile- 
side town of Bida near Beni Snef, 
south of Cairo. In the resulting 
dash, angry residents attacked a 
police captain and a major, who 
were taken to hospital. There was 
no immediate information cm 
their injuries. Police said they 
arrested 25 people. 

Algerian group 
assails ban on veils 

ALGIERS (R) — An Islamic 
fundamentalist leader has 
appealed for the prosecution of 
those responsible for a ban cm the 
wearing of veils or beards by the 
staff of a military hospital in 
Algiers- Abbas Madam, leader of 
the Islamic Salvation Front, 
Saturday denounced the military 
hospital’s decision to order 
Women staff to take off their veils 
and men to shave off their 
beards. In a statement, delivered 
to Renters, Madam said the peo- 
ple who ordered the ban should 
be tried because the decision was 
“ against Algerian Muslim peo- 
ple’s values... and against the 

constitution.” Veils and beards are 

the subject of controversy in 
other Algerian hospitals. The loc- 
al press reported a gynaecologist 
had received threatening letters 
when he banned his staff from 
wearing them. 

Riyadh denies Iraq 
used Its computers 

RIYADH (AP) — Saudi Arabia 
Saturday refuted reports that it 
allowed Baghdad access to the 
kingdom’s supercampater sys- 
tems to help the Iraqi missile 
development programee. “The 
report is nbti true at all since the 
computer system in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia b used for civi- 
lian purposes, especially related 
to petroleum,” said an official 
statement, distributed by the 
Saudi Press Agency. Tim super- 
computer, a Cray-2, was installed 

at me end of 1989, at Saudi 
Aramco, the government-run 
'company that ope rate s the giant 
oil industry in the kingdom. 


Holy Land churches 
reopen after protest 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Christian shrines 
and churches reopened Saturday 
morning after a 24-hour closure 
to protest of a Jewish settlement 
in the Old City of Jerusalem. 

Leaders of nme major Christ- 
ian sects dosed their churches 
Friday after die Greek Orthodox 
Church locked the gates to .the 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher, 
the site of Jesus* crarifndon. 

The Greek Orthodox Church 
owns the 72-room St. John's Hos- 
pice that 150 Jewish settlers 
moved into on April 11 daring 
Easter celebrations. 

The church says that the four- 
bufldmg complex was illegally 
leased to the settlers. 

Israel's supr e m e court ordered 
the settlers out by Tuesday bat 
will allow 20 guards and mainte- 
nance staff to remain in the build- 
ing pending a final ruling on the 
tenancy dispute. 

Church leaders plan more pro- 
tests if the settlers are not 
evicted. 

“If the situation continues to be 
critical, we will have to dose 
churches again, bold more special 
prayers and appeal to the interna- 
tional community to pressure 
Israel to evict the settlers,” Lnfti 
Laham, the Roman Catholic 
Bishop, said. 

Friday was the first time the 
Church of Hojr Sepulcher dosed 
its doors in 800 years. 

George HmtiKan, secretary to 
Armenian Patriarch Torkum 
Manoogian, said the Christian 
community was determined to 


have its rights recognised. 

“The closure of churches and 
houses of worship in Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, Nazereth and the 
fiaHiee was never done, not even 
in die darkest conditions. This 
shows how serious we are,” 
HmtiKan said. 

The leaders of the Christian 
community in Jerusalem called 
for a special prayers for the city in 
all rhwrrhes Sunday. 

In the Gaza Stnp, two days 
after soldiers opened fire into a 
crowd of 4,000 Palestinians in 
Jabalia refugee camp, Arab 
sources r eported tin^ee serious 
injuries. 

Soldiers shot a 15-year-old 
Palestinan in the head Friday 
ni gh t , wounding trim seriously, 
Arab sources said Saturday. 

Two other Palestinians were 
shot in a with sddieis in the 
Shall refugee camp in Gaza, hos- 
' p ita! officials Mid. 

Palestinians throughout the 
occupied territories stopped their 
cars, lit the h*»<tK£h>« and hon- 
ked their boms for five minim-* 
Saturday to honour those expel- 
led by tiie Israeli occupation au- 
thorities since the beginning of 
the uprising 

A Palestinian gro up has ac- 
cused Israel of massacring 
Palestinians and called on the 
U.N. Security Council to inter- 
vene. 

The Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
said four Palestinians were lolled 
and more than 150 injured by 
Israeli troops during the demon- 


Gorbachev, Assad 
meet in Moscow 

MOSCOW (AP) — President Hafez A1 Assad of Syria met Saturday 
with President Mkbd Gorbachev for tafts expected to focus 
Sovfct-Syrhm relations and the Middle East attnattea, TASS 
reported. The official Soviet News Agency said F or ei g n Minister 
Ednard Shevardnadze and Defence Minister Dmitri Yaaov attended 
the frit part of the dfacugskm, then left the two leaden to talk 


“It is expected that great attention wfl be devoted to tame of 
Soviet-Syrian coop erati on, Jotot actions on the international arena 
and the hfiddle East,” TASS said. 

Detais of the discussions wer e not immeihatelv nvaflaMe. 
TASS srtd Assnd is to risk Moscow for two days and that foreign 
miristers of the two co m trie s wM sign a protocol on con s ult a ti o n s. 
It gave no farther details of the delegation's Mncr a ry. 


Protest, scuffles greet 
Iranian minister at U.N. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Three demonstrators snooting 
slogans against the Tehran gov- 
ernment disrupted the start of a 
U.N. press conference Friday by 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati. 

They were immediately sub- 
dued by security guards at United 
Nations headquarters in New 
York. 

The minister was unscathed 
although a member of his party 
was hit by an egg. Two other eggs 
were seen on the floor nearby. 

“He's a torturer. Take him ont 
of the United Nations. He does 


not represent the Iranian peo- 
ple,” one of the intruders 
screamed at Velayati as U.N. and 
U.S. State Department security 
guards dosed in. 

Two of the demonstrators were 
grabbed outside the press room 
as foe minister mitered. Another 
was detained on tire floor above. 

A U.N. spokeswoman said the 
three introoera, darning to be 
Iranians firing legally in the Un- 
ited States, had been handed over 
to tiie “competent authorities.” 
She did not know whether tins 
meant the New York police or 
federal authorities. 


Angola, rebels launch 
direct peace negotiations 


LISBON (Agencies) — Angola’s 
Marxist government and Jonas 
Savimbi's U.S.-backed rebels 
have met face-to-face and set a 
date for resuming talks on ending 
their 15-year drwl war, Portugal 
said Saturday. 

Tbe two sides met Tuesday and 
Wednesday in Evora, 150 
kflometres east of Lisbon, in tiie 
first (firect contacts since the cot- 
Japae of their trace brokered June 
22 by Zairean President Mobutu 
Sese Seko in Gbadcffite, Zaire. 

Portuguese Secretary of State als mentioned 
for Foreign Affairs and Coopera- disagreement 
turn Jose Manuel Durao Barroso These were 

told a news co n ference tiie meet- 
ing had tiie direct Messing of 
Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
doe Santos and of Savimbi. 

Durao Barroso also said tiie 
meeting was marked by a “posi- 
tive” atmosphere. 

But when asked if either side 
had made any concessions, he 
said: “Frankly their positions are 
still very far apart... tiie path to' 
peace is Angola is still a long (me, 
a very long one.” 

The anuunoement came as an 


anti-efimax following widespread 
reports in tiie Portuguese media 
that a date for more su b stanti v e 
negotiations at a higher level was 
to be announced. 

Angolan Foreign Minister Ped- 
ro de Castro van-Dunem, who is 
in Portugal, and rebel officials' 
had said they expected peace 

negotiations to begin within a few 


Durao Barro so n oted that 
fighting was continuum and no 
ceasefire had been arranged. He 
ate mentioned two basic points of 


These were the g o vernm ent's 
demand for recognition by 
National Union for the Total. 
Independence of Angola (UN-. 
ITAj and UNTTA’s demand for 

an immediate multi-party system. 

Tbe Angolan government had 
set out its plan for peace, UNTTA 
had reacted directly to some 
points and promised to prepare 
an overall reaction. 

The Marxist Popular Move- 
mart for tbe liberation of Ango- 
la (MPLA) seized power shortly 
after Angola’s independence. 


stration at the Jab alia camp 
Thursday. 

Reports from laael said at 
least four people were kilted and 
at least 140 wounded in the Wert 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“This massacre and the terror- 
ist Israeli escalation came after 
Israel’s failure to stop tiie Palesti- 
nian uprising,” the DFLP said in 
a statement issued in Damascus 
late Friday. 

Tbe DFLP said the Israeli ac- 
tion Thursday “was encouraged 
by a U.S. House of Representa- 
tives resolution recognising Jeru- 
salem as the capital of Israel” 

It called on tbe Security Coun- 
cil to intervene directly “to put an 
end to the repre ssive Israeli mea-. 

at 

sores. 

It said the Palestinian people 
were determined to continue 
their revolt “until Israeli forces 
are crashed and an independent 
Palestinian is established.” 

Sabbah: Non- Jews threateaed 

Roman Catholic Patriarch 
Michel Sabbah of Jerusalem said 
Saturday tiie ftrt n r e of the city’s 
non-Jewish communities was 
rt i rnn t w iftH by Israel’s aggressive 
settlement policy. 

“I would say that here tiie 
future of tiie non-Jewish popula- 
tion is in danger,” Sabbah said 
Vatican radio. “The Palestinian 
population, which includes 
Christians, has been left without 
any protection, and there’s the 

GowUmed on page 5 


India 

warns 

Pakistan 

NEW DELHI (Agencies) — In- 
dia Saturday warned Pakistan it 
would not tolerate infringement 
of its sovereignly in Kashmir, and 
a government spokesman said he 
would not rule out cross-border 
raids to eliminate guerrilla 
ca mp s. 

“There will be no compromise 
on the measures necessary to 
protect our integrity,” the gov- 
ernment said in a prepared state- 
ment read by Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Aftab Seth. 

Asked whether India was pre- 
pared to send its troops across foe 
frontier to eliminate any guerrilla 
training c am ps in Pakistani-con- 
trolled territory, Seth said: "We 
rale nothing ont” 

He said Indian-Pakirtani rela- 
tions would not improve until 
“there is credible evidence on the 
ground that Pakistan is desisting 
from its abetment of terror -and 
violence.” 

Seth refused to set any time 
final on how long India would 
wait for Pakistan to cease its 
alleged support for Kashmiri 
separatists. “India is very patient 
arid tolerant,” he said. 

More than 300 people, have 
been killed since the separatist 
uprising exploded in mid-January 
and Seth repeated India's charge, 
deni ed by Islamabad, that Pakis- 
tan was behind it. 

“Tbe internal situation in 
Kashmir is the creation of Pakis- 
tan-supported and assisted terror- 
ists,” Sefo said. 

“We would wish to remind the 
government of Pakistan that it is 
its responsibility to pr ev en t infil- 
trations taking place from their 
side.” 

The foreign ministers of tiie 
two countries met in New York 
last week and agreed to cool a 
war of words which had led to 
fears of a fourth Indo-Paktetani 
war since independence in 1947. 

Twp of tbe wars have been 
over Kashmir, one-fond of which 
Pakistan controls as Azad (free) 
Kashmir. The rest, Jammu and 
Kashmir, is India’s only state with 
a Muslim majority. 

Indian officials said Foreign 
Minister Inder Kumar Gujial told 
Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Safaabzada Yaqub Khan that tiie 
test of Islamabad's denials fort it 
backed foe i nsurgen cy was to stop 
reinforcements and- arms 
reaching the Kashmir Valley. 

They said tiie most critical 
period would start around mid- 
May, when snow melts on the 
high Himalayan passes . from 
Pakistani Kashmir into foe valley . 



EC s ummi t sets move to political union 


DUBLIN (Agencies) — Euro- 
pean Community (EC) leaders, 
m harmony over German unifica- 
tion and support for Eastern 
Europe, agreed Saturday to steer 
the 12-nation bloc tow ar d s grea- 
ter political integration. 

. But British Prime Minis ter 
Margaret Thatcher, while back- 
ing a plan to ask EC foreign 
ministers to. study areas, for re- 
form, spelled out bftmfiywbat foe 
limits most be to tbe political 
onion proposed by France and 
West Germany. 


"Most people in Britain inter- 
pret tiie message from (Chancel-, 
lor Helmut) Kohl and (President 
Francois) Mitterrand as a call to 
create a single unitary state in 
Europe by 1993,” British officials 
quoted her as saying. 

“They ask what would happen 
to the mon arch y, to the queen, to 
a parliament that is over 700 
years old,” she added. 

Despite_ calls from Kohl and 
Mitterrand this week for the ^ sum- 
mit to set a timetable for political 
union, the leaders deferred a 


decision on whether and when to 
bold a conference to negotiate 
changes to the EC's treaties. 

“We may not set the (confer- 

never really mtendedJtfiat we 
should. It’s very likely tiie date 
will be set at tiie next Dubfin 
meeting in Jane,” said Irish 
Prime Minister Charles Hanghey, 
who chaired the talks. 

. According to a draft of foe final 
i mmm i t statement made available 
to Reuters, the leaders con- 
cluded:- 


“We are confident that Ger- 
man unification — tiie result of 
foe freely expressed wish on tiie 

Ee'a positive factra’m^foe de- 
velopment of Europe as a whole 
and of the co mm u ni ty in par- 
ticular.” 

They also approved a plan 
from tiie EC’s Executive Com- 
mission to provide financial • aid 
for foe new democracies of East- 
ern Europe mid build closer poll- 

(Cantfiaaed on page 3) 


Aoun forces, Geagea 
militia observe truce 


De Maiziere says he 
opposes neutral Germany 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Rival 
Christian forces skirmished with 
automatic rifles in east Beirut and 
observed a 21-hour cea se fir e in 
the Christian hinterland north of 
the city Saturday to enable resi- 
dents to check on their p rop er t y . 

Police said a man was killed 
and another was wounded in an 
exchange off snqier fire across east 
Beirut between rebellious Gener- 
al Michel Aoun’s troops and mili- 
tiamen of Samir Geagea's 
Lebanese Fences. 

Police said an anti-personnel 
mine exploded as children were 
playing in an empty lot in east 
Bezrafs Aoun-held district of 
‘Ain Rnmmanch, killing two chil- 
dren. 

The inconclusive showdown for 
mastery of the Christian enclave 
has killed 919 people and wound- 
ed 2,442 since it brake out Jan. 
30. 

Meanwhile, a truce was re- 
ported hohfing on tbe eastern 
flank of tiie Kesronan province 
Christian hmteriand as rivifians 
flooded the contested resorts of 
Kltiat and Daraya to check on 
their damaged bouses. 

The ceasefire, which went into 
effect at 9 a.m. (0700 GMT) was 
mediated by Maxomte Catholic 
monk Bulos Naaman, a member 
of a three-man independent 
mediation co mm ittee that bad 
sponsored at least 20 abortive 
c ea s efire calls to halt the three- 


month confrontation. 

An Arab mediator in Leba- 
non’s civil strife said he found 
stateme nts by Aoun during a 
television link-up not encourag- 
ing for the fixture of peace efforts. 

Speaking on Algerian Televi- 
sion from foe Baabda presidential 
palace in Beirut Friday night, 
Aoun denied he was responsible 
for the failure of a peace plan 
drafted in Taif, Saudi Arabia, 
under Arab League auspices. 

He said the Taif plan “col- 
lapsed on its own because it did 
not deal with the essence of the 
problem, which is tiie Lebanese- 
Syaan-Iaraefi triangle.” 

Lebanon needed “a start of the 
withdrawal of struggle on its soil 
and aid to help it recover its 
security and to preserve its 
national identity,” he added. 

Lakhdar Ibrahhxri, special en- 
voy of a tripartite committee set 
up by tbe Arab League, said on 
the same to TV programme 
Aoun’s statements contradicted 
an encouraging letter the general 
had sent previously to tire com- 
mittee. 

Speaking via a satellite link-op 
from Paris, Ibrahiim said: “Aoun 
sent us a letter with his viewpoint 
and there were encouraging 
tilings in it. 

Aoun rival Geagea has recog- 
nised in writing tire Taif plan, a 
London-based newspaper said 
Saturday. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — East 
German’s Christian Democratic 
Rime Minister Lothar de Maiziere 
has told tiie official Soviet news 
agency TASS that be opposes tire 
idea of a neutral Germany 
favoured by Moscow. 

TASS quoted his remarks 
Saturday as de Maiziere was 
flying to Moscow for a two-day 
visit and talks with President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and Prime 
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov ex- 
pected to focus on German mri- 


“The picture of a neutral Ger- 
many does not answer the spirit 
of foe times,” de Maiziere told 
TASS in an interview on the eve 
of his departure, according to the 
agency. 

"Tins picture is rather one of 
the old-style ‘bloc’ thinking. It 
would amply preserve military 
blocs, between which would for- 
mally exist a neutral Germany,” 
TASS quoted him as saying. 

“What we need is a common 
European 'security system. Until 
its creation, there should be no 
presence of NATO forces on the 
territory of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. That is our posi- 
tion,” de Maiziere declared. 

In an interview with tire Irish 
Times published Saturday, Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze said a mated Ger- 
many should be noiHriigiied, but 
did not mention earlier Kremlin. 


calls for it to be neotraL 

"The most important thing is 
probably to devise a military and 
political status for a united Ger- 
many which would not radically 
tip the (European) balance,” 
Sbevanfaaffae said. 

“We befieve that this can be 
achieved faDy if Germany becom- 
es a militarily non-aligned state 
whose armed forces would have a 
potential sufficient only for de- 
fence purposes.” 

Next weekend’s "two-plus - 
four” talks in Bonn involve tire 
two German states and the four 
major World War n allies — the 
United States, tiie Soviet Union, 
France and Britain. 

European Community (EC) 
leaders, many originally sceptical 
at the prospect, accepted the in- 
evitable Saturday and gave their 
blessing to German unification. 

A special EC summit in Dublin 
agreed to start integrating East 
Gemany and its 16 million people 
into tiie 12-nation group even 
before its merger with West Ger- 
many is completed, delegates 
said. 

“The community warmly wel- 
comes German unification,” de- 
clared a draft of the final state- 
ment obtained by Reuters. 

“We are convinced that Ger- 
man unification — the result of a 
freely expressed wish on the part 
of the German people — will be a 
positive factor.” 


Moscow suggests Lithuania compromise 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
spokesman said Saturday tbe 
Kremlin was not masting that 
Lithuania rescind its declaration 
of independence and suggested 
freezing it instead. 

“The centre, Moscow, the 
president, does not insist on res- 
cinding, denouncing the declara- 
tion of independence. What 
should take place is that they 
shook! not insist cm its imple- 
mentation,” Arkady Maslenni- 
kov told Western rep o rte r s after 
a news co nf e ren ce. 


it, or putting a moratorium, and 
retu rn in g to the constit ut in,” be 
added. 

; The? may change it, whatever 
they do with that declaration it 
belongs to them, but we cannot 
start with that- dedaratiSn as a 
legal basis. It is jDegaL” 

The statement was the dearest 


sign yet that tbe rebel Baltic 
republic need to tear op the 
March 11 declaration to start 
talks with Moscow about its fu- 
ture. 

Kremlin officials generally 
have demanded that Lithuania “re 
turn to tbe status of March 10,” 
without elaborating. 

Meanwhile, the blockade Mos- 
cow is employing against 
Lithuania was broadened to in- 
clude coal, TASS reported 
Saturday. 

TASS said coal supplies lad 
been stopped because Lithuania 
had not paid for previous ship- 


fats, fish, wine and vodka. 

Maslennikov, who recently be- 
came Gorbachev’s personal 
spokesman, also said he fdt a 
Franco-German cadi to Lithuania 
to seek a compromi se with Mos- 
cow was closer to foe Soviet 
position than that of officials in 


lies had 


Vibrios Radio broadcast Satur- 
day what it called a secret fist of 
items on Moscow’s blockade, fa 
addition to oO and gas, tiie fist 
contained about 35 tex tile indus- 
tries, vehicles and spare parts, 
and foodstuffs inducing co ffee, 
cocoa beans, nuts, tea, vegetable 


“We consider it a kind of 
appeal for reason, against ex- 
tremism. And extremism is the 
policy of the present Lithuanian 
leaden,” he said. 

The joint letter from French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
and West German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl to Lithuanian Presi- 
deat yytmnas Landsbergis called 
for talks between Vxhrius and 
Moscow ami foe temporary sus- 
pension of tiie effects of recent 
.ideations linked with Lithuania's 
hid for independence. 

Pnroskiene said she interpreted 
it as a suggestion that the dedafon 


taken by parliament after March 
11 be suspended. 

When asked whether Moscow 
would be satisfied with a tempor- 
ary aispension of the declaration 
of independence, Maslennikov 
replied: “Yes, you may. say so, 
without specifying what tempor- 
ary is. Because some would say 
two weeks... bow Jong would 
they need to sort out all these 
questions?” 

Moscow is not insisting on any 
particular form for the Lithua- 
nian rollback, he said. 

“ff they fry or walk (to Mos- 
cow) or send a telegram or send 

people, it is to tiiem to deride. 

we are not prescribing, we are 
onfy asking them to return to foe 
bene pos ition on the law and the' 
c on sti tuti on of frris country.” 

Until the Lithuanians do tins, 
the sta ndoff with Moscow will 
continue, he added. 
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Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, 


Morocco slams 
U.S. resolution 
on Jerusalem 

RABAT (ft) — Morocco Saturday criticised the U.S. 
- Coegress for affir ming that Jerusalem is and should 
be the capital of Israel, saying it had taken an 
anti-Arab and anti-Ishunic stand. 


The Moroccan Foreign Minis- 
try said die resolutions “contra- 
dicted die official position of die 
United States government which 
considers East Jerusalem is terri- 
tory occupied by Israel and thinks 
its final status must be deter- 
mined by an international agree- 
ment.” 

The U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives passed the resolution 
last Tuesday, echoing one passed 
in March by the Senate. 

Both bodies have “adopted a 
hostile position that defies Arab 
and Islamic sentiments,” by vot- 
ing resolutions on the issue, the 
ministry said in a statement car- 
ried by the Moroccan News 
Agency (MAP). 

Although the resolutions did 
not const rai n the U.S. adminis- 
tration, they “contribute to the 
degradation of the situation in 
occupied territories and aggrava- 
tion of tension in the region in 
general, by encouraging Israel to 
persist in its rejection of all peace 
emits. 

Morocco, which has dose ties 
with Washington, is the latest 
Arab League member state to 
protest at the Congress resotnti- 
sons which the ministry said 
“aroused p rofound regret and 
great disquiet.” 

U.S. lawmakers provoked a 
flood of Arab anger Wednesday 
and jeopardised die immin ent re- 
lease of an American hostage 
from Beirut by supporting Israel's 
daim. 

Egypt, Jordan, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
the Arab League's U.N. ambas- 
sador, and Libya, all strongly 
criticised the U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives for its non-binding 
resolution. 

The wording was similar to one 
approved by me U.S. Senate on 
March 22. 

hi Beirut, Hnssem Mosawi, a 
leader at the pro-Iranian Ifizbol- 
lah (Party of God), told tbe Voice 
of the People radio: “Tbe Amer- 
ican decision-., -will complicate 
die issue of hostages... I expect 
the kidnappers not to release any 
more hostages.” 

Mnsawi is a senior leader of 
HizboUah, believed in the West 
to be the umbrella under winch 
pro-Iranian groups bolding 16 
Western hostages operate. It has 
always denied links to hostage- 
taking. 

The Hibzollah leader fold Vis- 


news, the international television 
news agency: “We hope they will 
not release any hostages.” 

One group, the Islamic Jihad 
fin- the Liberation of Palestine 
(ULP) freed U.S. Professor 
Robert Polhill Sunday and 
sources in Iran and pro-Iranian 
sources in Beirut had said they 
expected another American to be 
freed by Friday. 

In Cairo, a senior Foreign 
Ministry official said Wednesday 
of the U.S. House’s action: “Such 
decisions... do not help solving 
existing regional problems but 
complicate them further.” 

Egypt has been working with 
the U.S. government for the past 
nin e months to organise the first 
direct peace talks between 
Palestinians and Israel. Egypt 
signed a peace treaty with Israel 
in 1979 ami is the only Arab state 
which has diplomatic ties with die 
Jewish state. 

Bassam Abo Sharif, political 
adviser to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, said: “It is an irresponsi- 
ble act because it damages die 
credibility of American legislative 
institutions and their abuity to 
play a positive or con str u cti ve 
role in the peace process in tbe 
Middle East.” 

Jordan's Foreign Minister Mar- 
wan Qassem told the Jordan 
News Agency Petra: “Such a 
resolution is a handicap (to U.S. 
peace efforts) and will have a 
negative impact on die American 
administration’s outlook to real- 
ise a just and comprehensive 
peace. 

“Even if such a resolution is 
non-binding to the American 
ad minis t ra tion, it will give Israel 
legitimacy and pretext to con- 
tinue its aggression.” 

Clovis Maksoud, the Arab 
League’s ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations and die United 
States, has called the House re- 
solution reckless and irres- 
ponsible. 

In Damascus, a spokesman for 
tbe Popular Front for die libera- 
tion of Palestine said in a state- 
ment Wednesday that tbe resolu- 
tion “constitutes a serious de- 
velopment in the American posi- 
tion backing Israel’s intransigent 
policy. 

“It also violates the interna- 
tional stand considering Jeru- 
salem an inseparable part of 
occupied Arab territories.” 


Kidnappers give medical 
assistance to hostages 


NICOSIA (AP) — Despite their 
obsession with security, the 
Shi'ite Muslim militants holding 
Western hostages in Lebanon 
sometimes bring in doctors from 
Iranian-funded hospitals to care 
for ailing captives, informed 
sources say. 

American Robert Polhill, freed 
Sunday, suffered from diabetes. 
But despite weight loss, a growth 
on his vocal cords and mal- 
nourishmeot during his 39 
months in captivity, he clearly 
was g iven medication. 

“The hostages have common 
health problems such as diabetes, 
high Mood pressure or high levels 
of uric acid,” said a Shi’ite physi- 
cian, who spoke on condition of 
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anonymity. 

“Medicines for such health 
problems are not a problem. 
They can be obtained anywhere 
in Lebanon,” be told the Associ- 
ated Press in Nicosia, Cyprus. 

West German businessman 
Rudolf Cordes, freed by another 
Shi’ite faction Sept. 12, 1988, 
after 60S days in captivity, said be 
often considered committing 
suicide when in captivity. His 
jailers gave him five tranquilisers 
a day and (nought in a doctor to 
examine him. 

In January last year, one group 
was reported to be seeking a 
cardiologist to examine an un- 
identified hostage who was be- 
lieved to be suffering from a 
severe heart condition. 

It is believed that at least one 
and maybe two captives have 
died from neglect. 

Frenchman Michel Seurat, a 
researcher, died of a severe ill- 
ness believed to be hepatitis in 
December 1985, released hos- 
tages reported. 





the body at an 


Ethiopia reports new rebel front in Eritrea 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Two 
mam rebel movements in north- 
ern Ethiopia have joined forces 
to open a new front in Eritrea 
province, a presidential advisory 
body said Saturday. 

The council of state said in a* 
statement the Tigruy People’s Li- 
beration Front (TPLF) had 
helped its ally, tbe Eritrean Peo- 
ple’s liberation Front (EPLF), to 
open tbe new front in tbe south of 


the province. 

The statement did not say ex- 
actly where the new front was, 
but said it had aggravated matters 
in Eritrea where rebel forces 
seized the strategic Red Sea port 
of Massawa in February. 

But spokesmen in London for 
both rebel groups told Renters in 
Nairobi there had been no fink- 
up to launch a new front. 

“It is another false allegation. 


There is no such involvement of 
the TPLF forces in Eritrean 
land,” TPJJF spokesman Tewolde 
Gabru said fay telephone. 

EPLF spokesman Yemane 
Gebre Meskd said bis group’s 
fences had inflicted heavy casu^- 
ties on government force s in 
attacks po the garrison towns of 
Senafe and Adi Kayefa in south- 
ern £4jtrea Wednesday and 


Thursday, but gave no details. 

The EPLF is fighting for the 
independence of Eritrea, a for- 
mer Italian colony, while the 
TPLF is fighting from its base in 
Tigray to establish a broader- 
based government in Ethiopia as 
a whole. The two gr o up s coordin- 
ate their military strategy and 
sometimes give each other tnfli t- 
axy assistance. 


Sharon wants defence Chad reports 736 rebels 

post in new government killed in recent fighting 


TEL AVIV (R) — Ariel Sharon, 
Hawkish architect of Israel's 1982 
invasion of Lebanon, said Satur- 
day he hopes to be defence minis- 
ter in a narrow right-wing govern- 
ment so he can crush a 28-montb- 
old Palestinian uprising. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
of the liknd Party received a 
mandate from President Cbsdnt 
Herzog Thursday to form the 
next gov ernm ent and said he in- 
tended to form a narrow coalition 
backed by small ultra-nationalist 
and religious parties. 

Sharon said in an interview 
with army radio he hoped for “a 
role in which I could bring quiet 
and restore security — the de- 
fence minister. I wonkl say it’s 
the most important position I 
could fill in this g overnment.” 

He said he womd also accept 
tire Foreign or Finance Ministry. 

“I am convinced that in the 


Foreign Ministry, I could take a 
new approach. I believe in our 
abflity to make peace with Arabs, 
real peace — not in the peace 
plan that the unity gov e rnm ent 


Sharon Masted former Defence 

Min ist er Yitzhak Rabin of die 
Labour Party for his future to 
emti riir Pa lestinian npriringin the 
occupied territories and said only 
a strong right-wing government 
could bring real peace to the 
region. 

He served as defence minister 
from 1981 and orchestrated 
Israel's 1982 invasion of Lebanon 
to drive out Palestinian gnerrillas 
who had set up operations to 
attack Israel in the south. 

He was forced to resign in 1983 
after an Israeli commisuon of 
inquiry found him indirectly re- 
sponsible for the Sabra and Sha- 
ring massacres. 


PARIS ( AP) — Chadian officials 
said Friday that 736 Libyan-back- 
ed rebels died in recent fighting 
and noted France has pr omi se d to 
keep a strengthened military con- 
tingent in its former colony to 
support gove rnm ent troops. 

The casualty figures released 
by the Chadian embassy in Paris 
fisted 736 rebels killed and 328 
taken prisoner in attaks on April 
18 ana 20 on two cohmms of the 
Libyan-backed Islamic Legion. 

Chad's high command also 
ann o u nced gov er nment losses for 
the first time, saying 47 soldiers 
had been killed and 102 
wounded. 

The legion operates along 
Chad’s eastern border from bases 
inside tbe lightly populated Dar- 
fur province of neighbouring 
Sudan, where tbe Khartoum gov- 
ernment exercises virtually no 
control. 


President Hisseae Habre’s gov- 
ernment accuses Libya of arming 
and trainin g the rebels. Libya 
denies foe legion exists. 

Freign Minister Asheikh Ibn 
Oumar announced earlier Friday 
at a news conference in Paris that 
he had received a s sur ances from 
France that L200 Fre nc h troops 
wifi remain in fab c o untry inde- 
finitely. 

Ibn Oumar said that France 
aut horities understood the threat 

of foe c o n t i n uin g Libyan effort to 

destabi li se Ch»A The two African 
countries have fong-xmming dis- 
pute over a northern border terri- 
tory called the Aonzou Strip. 

“If the Libyans pretend to re- 
duce their nrifitaiy effort, it is 
mostly to put the international 
vtajbace to deep,” he contended. 
“They continue to want to im- 
pose their will on Chad... despite 
their agreement in Algiers 


Environment ministers adopt Nicosia Charter 


NICOSIA (AP) — A conference 
of Mediterranean ministers 
adopted an action plan Saturday' 
designed to dean up the environ- 
ment of their sea by the year 
2025. 

“Dus is the very first time that 
specific long term objectives have 
been initiated,” said Lanrans Jan 
Brinkhorst, director-general of 
the environment division of the 
European Commission. 

He said that the EC, which 
organised the three-day confer- 
ence, will do everything in its 
power for the implementation of 
the plan, dubbed the Nicosia 
Charter, which was adopted by 
the conference. 

“The result of tins conference 
is a new synergy among the part- 
ners of the Mediterranean,” 
Brinkkhorst told a press confer- 
ence at the end of the three-day 
meeting attended by representa- 
tives from 15 littoral states, 10 at 
ministerial level. 

He said the Commission under- 
took, in caajinction with the 
World Bank and the European 
Investment Bank (ECB), to pro- 
vide 1.2 billion ECUs ($1.49 bil- 
lion) to assist the littoral states' 
efforts within the framework of 


foe Nicosia Charter. 

Part of tins assistance will go 
toward the establishment of sew- 
age facilities for 25 major 
Mediterranean coastal dries, as 
called for by tbe charter. The 
littoral states themselves have 
undertaken to provide such facili- 
ties for 75 other smaller coastal 
towns, Brinkhorst said. 

Three dries will be drown at 
later stage following consulta- 
tions between the EC and inefi- 
vidual governments. 

Tbe charter also called for tbe 
creation of “at least 25 controlled 
deposit sites” to deal with toxic 
and dangerous wastes by January 
1993. 

It added that 20 Mediterranean 
ports, “to be chosen on the basis 
of. an objective study, will be 
provided with equipment for bal- 
last and bilge water treatment by 
Jan. 1993.” 

An “additional substantial 
number of other ports” will be 
provided with similar facilities by 
Jan. 1, 1995, it said. 

The emphasis on sea-poflntion 
appeared to be based on the 
findings of a joint report submit- 
ted to the conference by the 
World Bank and the EIB, which 


participated in the discussions 
together with foe United Nations 
Environment Pro gram me. 

The bank report declared that 
“the environmental degradation 
of tire Mediterranean basin is 
already severe and is worsening 
by die day in many areas. In 
certain cases it could become 
irreversible.’’ 

It added that to “bring this 
degradation to a halt, the 
Mediterranean countries must 
find remedies for die underlying 
causes: Harmful economic poli- 
cies, weak regulatory and admi- 
nistrative systems and insufficient 
popular awareness and political 
resolve." 

“It is a new beginning for the 
Mediterranean basin,” said 
Andreas Gavrielides, the Cypriot 
mfai i strr of natural resources, 
who acted as host for the confer- 
ence. 

He said the new charter was 
designed to speed up the impk»- 
mentation of decisions adopted at 
two previous Mediterranean con- 
ferences, the 1975 Barcelona 
Mediterranean Action Plan and 
tbe 1985 Genova Declaration. 

“In this context it was recog- 


tknlarly those most economically 
developed, shared a collective 


and improve the Mediterra- 
nean,” said a final confe ren ce 
communique. 

It added that “a conse n sus has 
been achieved on the necessity to 
mobilise all available resources, 
in order to achieve by the year 
2025 at the latest, a clear 
Mediterranean environment, 
c ompati ble with spstamaMc de- 
velopment." 

In addition to the sewage Mans 
for 100 coastal dries the Nicosia 
Charter also fisted the following 
priorities: 

— The adoption by cadi gov- 
ernment environmental manage- 
ment st rat egies and impact stu- 
dies and relevant legislation, with 
particular emphasis on the “inte- 
grated management erf coastal 
zones.” 

— The adoption of economic 
and fiscal incentives and dfcmceii- 
tives to improve environment 
management 

— Permanent monitoring of 
the Mediterranean eco sys t em and 
re in forced surveillance of mari- 
time traffic at national level by 
Jan. 1995. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS EBBS 


New British envoy arrives III Lebanon ? 


Ms post, diplomats said. Tafoamwas bead of 
Department al foe Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
dcmTHis predecessor, Joto Allan Ramsaj, kfr Uban tm agfe 
wee k* ago for a pew post in Sudan. The Britirti e mbass y o 
in i east Beirut where rival Maromte forces have been 

fighting a sporadic war since Jim. 31 in which more nu-ure 
p^havTbeen IdDed. 

Wednesday in foe most recent 

when troops loyal to Major-General Michel Aoon battfed 
Qeagca’s Lebanese Forces militiamen for six hours m cast Beaut 
and outlying towns. 

Middle East basks In heatwave 

CAIRO (R) — Mach of foe Middle Eart basked in a heatwave 
Saturday as Muslins celebrated foe Ead Al Fitr feast, bat 
TOsfoexmen said te mp eratures were set to tumble. Irsqs swaF 
tered and Egyptians baked in 35^ degrees Centigrade (95. 
Fahrenheit), six or seven degrees Centigrade above seasonal 
norms, while Gulf countries steamed in up to 37 degrees 


to their thirst in daylight hours following the end of the 
fading month of Ramadan, and weather men said the worst c f foe 
h ea t was over. Thunderstorms were forec ast to dampen .a 
heatwave in Syria Saturday and temp eratures in Cairo were 
already lower than Friday’s 40 Centigrade (105 Fahrenheit), when 
die Metering son emptied normally teeming streets. Tempera- 
tures in C ttus, a haven for north Europeans in search oftfae sun,, 
were down from several days of up to 35 degrees Centigrade to a 
normal 25 — still about 10 degrees warmer than London or 
Berlin. 

Rafeanjani sends message to Bahrain 

MANAMA (AP) — ■ An Iranian envoy delivered a message. 
Saturday from Iranian President Hasbemi Rafsanjadi to the Emu, 
Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman Al Khalifa, dealing until bilateral rebtions 
and regional issues, the Gtrff News Agency re po rte d. The 
m es sa ge was delivered by Mohammad Ali Baharati, Lem’s 
Foreign Ministry undersecretary, in a meeting that, was star 
attended by Bahraini Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammad fen 
Mubarak AJ Khalifa. Tbe agency gave no other details. Bafaram is 
a member of foe Gulf Cooperation Council (GCQ, which also 
groups Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar 
and Oman. AS but Saudi Arabia kave gradually improved' 
relations with their Persian neighbour since a U.N--spons orcd 
ceasefire took hold in the Gulf in August 1988, halting eight years 
oof war between Iran and Iraq. Saadi Arabia had severed ties with 
Iran in April 1988, accusing the Iranian rulers of ter rorism and 
subversion. Bahrain and other GCC members, are reportedly 
willing to use their good offices to reconcile Tehran and Riyadh. 

U.S. arraigns 2 for smuggling 

BALTIMORE (AP) — An American and a Wert German were 
arraigned for allegedly trying to ship a sophisticated radar system 
to Kuwait, a frequent transhipment point foe arms and mffitanr 
equipment to other Middle Eastern countries, authoriti e s said 
Saul Lie ber m an , of Hackensack, New Jersey, and Herbert 
Hoffmann, of Frankfurt, West Germany, were arrested April 11 
rod indicted April 17 for alleged violation of the arms export 
control act, money laundering and conspiracy, said U-S. Attorney 
Bre ck inri dge L. Wflkox. Ho ffma nn, 50, was in custody Friday, 
awaiting *Tial_ Lieberman, 54, was released on a $10,000 secured 
bond, Willcox said. If convicted, Lieberman and Hoffmann free 
m rnii n u m penalties of notation of the' arms export control act, 28 
years in prison rod a $500 ,000 fine focinoney laundering, and five 
years in prison and a $10,000 fine for conspiracy. 

Egypt cracks down on fundamentalists 

CAIRO (AP) —Police forces have killed a Muslim extremist rod 
arrested 10 others in the southern province of Fayoum, the 
state-owned n ew spap er Al Gomhouria reported. Tbe newspaper 
(fid not identify die wetim tat said he was kiBed in « shoot not wife 
police forces combing cities and villages of Fayotan province in 
search for ex t r e m ists. Fayrrom Is 96 kflometrcs southwest of 
Cairo. It said he resisted police by firing mi them and was kffled 
consequently at die village erf Ibshawai. The crackdown on 
fundamentalists followed a week of simmering violence involving 
attacks on a church and Christian-owned prop erty . He is the 
second fundamentalists to be killed by police in the same . area. 
Security forces Monday killed Ahmad Sayed Abdallah in an 
exchange of fire. Abdallah was suspected of taking part in foe 
bomb attack on the church in tbe Fayoom village of Sanhour 
which resulted in the death of a policeman and tbe injury of two 
other guards. Fayoum has been a centre of violence by Muslim 
militants for yean. It is the ho me town of Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman, a Mind preacher widely acknowledged as leader of Al 
Gamaa Al -ttaniya, the Muslim group. They demand immediate 
implementation of Sharia, the 1,400-year-old Islamic religious 
and ethical code. 

Libya denies links to Liberian rebels 

ROME (AP) — Libya has denied a daim by Liberia’s President 
Samuel Doe that it is supporting rebels seeking his overthrow. 
Tbe Libyan News Agency (JANA) carried a statement from foe 
Libyan Foreign Ministry saying tbe Liberian president had started 
to look for external reasons “to mislead public opinion in bis 
country and outside it” following the growth of foe rebel 
movement and “to salvage his rule from crumbling, which b an 
old and anoent political trick which cannot deceive anyone 
anymore.” The agency was monitored in Rome. Doe’s troops 
have been fighting the rebels in Nimba County, near the Ivory 
Coart frontier, since they invaded the Wert African country on 
Dec. 24. Barber this week, the Liberian nntnimt 


leaden in the United States are joining with the Ivory Coast, 
Burkina Faso and Libya to support the rebels. — 
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Her Majesty Qoeen Noor gives gifts to orphans hi SOS vflb& tlm day, first day of ‘EH A1 Fitr 
(Fein photo) 

Queen visits orphans on ( Eid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 73 
children at the SOS 
ft village at Tareq near 
Amman bad a taste of *Eid A1 
Htr Thursday, when they were 
visited by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor and her children. 

The Queen, accompanied by 
her children: Princes Hashem and 
Hameeb and Princesses Etman 
and Raya, -visited the orphaned 


children, distributed gifts and 
toured their living quarters »«y* 
village facilities. 

She also met with the children’s 
foster mothers and was brfefed on 
general conditions. 

Located on a 33 dnwmn piece 
of land at 10-minute drive from 
A1 Hussein Youth City, the chil- 
dren’s village was built in 1986 by 


the Austria-based Kinderdorf 
-Vedag organisation and is one of 
87 similar villages around the 
world. 

Patients at the Farah Rehabi- 
litation Centre in Amman also 
received gifts on *Eid Al Htr by 
the centre's social committee 
established in 1983. The centre 
cares mostly for handicapped 
children. 


Ministry urges restoration 
of buriai places and tombs 




AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis , 
try of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
has launc he d a rampaign to raise 
fawfc for the restoration erf 17 
burial places and tombs of com- 
panions of the Prophet Moham- 
mad who were interred in the 

^^e'ndnistry is going ahead 
tutfca nation-wide plan for the 
restoration, and is see king, public 
cootdbutiODS to finance the pro- 
ject, a ccord in g to Abdullah En- 
sour head of foe Ministry’s Isla- 
mic Archaeological Sites Depart- 
ment. 


Preachers and imams in various 
mosques have been instructed to 
urge worshippers to visit these 
tombs and burial places and. 
schools were encouraged to take 
children to them in a bad to 
spread public awareness to the 
need to rep air that burial rites 
and to raise sufficient funds for 
that cause,” Ehmw said. 

“The ministry is trying to carry^ 
out this project through a medal 
committee which has already car- 
ried out repairs and built facilities 
around at least four of these 
locations,” Ensour continued. 


He said that the plan entails 
repairs, setting up resfootues for 
visitors and, , if possible, the crea- 
tion of small unseams adjoining 
foe sites and Mamfc libraries to 
focus light on Islamic culture. 

According to Ensour, some of 
these sites are located in the 
Jordan Valley, Shobak, Karak 
and Mazer as weD as TafOefa in . 
foe southern regions of the 
Kingdom. 

He said that restoration of the 
four different tombs over the past 
five years altogether cost JD 

r* 





i 


-T 


Mfafatg- of Health Mohammad AlZaben addresses Satur da y foe 

(Petr* photo) 

Symposium to discuss 
Mediterranean fever 

d 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A two-day 
international symposium opened 
in Amman Saturday to discuss 
“ familial Mediterranean fever,” a 
hereditary disease which even- 
tually faiw#^ failure of the lrid- 


Western nations, while those of 
■the Eastern countries have only 
lately given proper attention to 
it ” the minister said in bis speech 
delivered on behalf of Prince 



oeys. 

Deputising for His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, m 
opening the meetings, Health 
Minister Mohammad Addoub AI 
Zaben said the disease largely 
affected people within the 
Mediterranean region and it was 
hoped the participants would 
come up with better ways to 
tfia gn os c the disease and provide 
{roper means for its treatment. 

Zaben said scientists and spe- 
cialists have limited knowledge 
about the disease although it has 
been known foe world for a l°ng 
time. 

“Western scientists did limited 
re scai di work on the disease be- 
cause it seldom appeared m the 


“Thousands of newly gradu- 
ated physicians and even special- 
ists have never heard ab out this 
Mwttut although so me c oncern 
was shown by sdentfcte as far 
back as the beginning of the ZOth 
century,” Zaben added. 

According to the nrinster, 
since this disease is spread in the 
Mediterranean region, it becom- 
es incumbent upon scientists of 

this region to int ensity foeir 
efforts to promote ways fords 
dia gno sis mid its trea tm e n t. 

Dr. Abdhllah Hiyan who 
/•haired a committee that pre- 
oared for foe meeting mkI the 
JJseasei known as “amytoidosis, 
jareely affects young people aged 
between five and 20 years; it 


requires prompt treatment other- 
wise it could lead to < 
tions and failure of the 
' Ifiyari told foe. meet* 
very little had been 
about tbs disease which is widely 
spread in foe Mefoterraoean re- 
gion and increases through mar- 
riages among relatives. 

Some 150 specialists from Jor- 
dan and other countries are tak- 
ing part in the meeting during 
widen 34 working papers on the 
disease will be reviewed, accord- 
ing to EEyari. 

ffiyari warned that the disease 
can be det e cted .-through the. 
o cc ur rence of abdc 
accompanied by fever which 
' up to four days. 

Delegates attending the meet- 
ing came from Syria, Kuwait, 
Iraq, Tunisia, Egypt, Lebanon, 
Turkey, Malta, the United 
States, the Netherlands, France 
in addition to Jordan. 


1, 1,045 injured 

luirins *lid AI Fitr holiday 

™ ««, In Mafraq, the gov 


S 


fofMAN (J.T.) — Hfo* 

*re ttlied and 1.045 <*■**"■ 
ijmed during the ‘Eid AJ K 
oliday which started las 

was damaged in ^ ****£? 
lari tw foe holiday and 22 nit* 
nuke out in different region “ 
fes' Kingdom. . 

AI Bashir Hospital in Anman 
- that 33S persons were 
for treatment, art oi 


whom <fied later indodfog two 
who were fatally in jmed by stray 

TwooftiHsdtadjd^r^fc 
Hospital were ^ 
nm dwr Ity ■ car aad two odws 

stabbed in a figto- . 

Jordan University Hospital 

for treatment white the Pnncess 
Baana Hoqpifal in Mad-re ported 

that 237 were treated at its outpar 
treat department. 


In Mafraq, the government 
hospital said that 40 edizens were 
admitte d inrfivfing owe who died 
■later after being rescued from a 
swimm ing pool, white Maan gov- 
ernment hospital reported that 42 
people received treatment during 
the past holiday. 

Hospitals in Salt, Zarqa, 
Tafiteh, Karak, reported that a 
total of 220 -ritizeau were treated 
at as a result of food poisoning 
and accidents. 
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King congratulates 
the Iraqi president 


AMMAN (Petra) — H5s Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday cabled bis 
good wishes to Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein on his birthday 
wishing him continued mc rcra in 
leading his country towards farth- 
er progress and development 
In foe cable, foe K«ig paid 
tribute to the preadent for “de- 
dicating his fife and efforts to 


serving foe Arab Nation.” “Your 
and wise leadership of 


Iraq have become a source of 
prioe to all Arabs,” foe King 
said in his cable. 

He wished the president coo- 
tinned success m “repelling 
enemy aggression and 
the Arsb Nation’s 
pride.” 


Jordanian-PLO relation 


RIYADH (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan AI Qasem has 
described Jordan’s relations with 
the Palestine Liberation -Orga- 
nisation (FLO) as exceUent and 
that there was unlimited room for 
further development. 

The minister was quoted by the 
Saudi Arabian daily AI Sharq AI 
Awsat as saying that Jordan and 
foe PLO were working together 
for a total Israeli withdrawal from 
the occupied Palestinian land and 
trying to help the Pales tinians 
a in their lands and ri ght to 
ktetenninatioo. 

Referring to the U.S. House of 


Representatives’ latest decision, 
regarding the city , of Jerusalem, 
he said that the decision, which 
endorsed Israel’s annexation of 
the city, is an i rres po nsible actum 
that can only impede the peace 


“The decision will give Israel 
the feeling that a major power 
will continue to support its 
aggression," the minister added. 

Qasem called on the Arab Na- 
tion to confront foe danger of 
Jewish immigration to Jerusalem 
and the rest of the occupied Arab 
lands and said that an Arab sum- 
mit ought to be convened to deal 
with this issue. 


iCold front to affect Jordan 


By Etta Nasrriah 

Jordan Times staff writer 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A week- 
long spell erf khanwan condi- 
tions ended Saturday in Jordan 
with the arrival of a add front 
from Eastern Europe, cuasmg 
temperatu r es to go down from 
30 to 20 degrees Centigrade 
within 24 hours. 

A spokesman for the 
Meteorological Department, 
Jamal AI Mousa, told the Jor- 
dan Times that foe cold mim 
of wind caused humufity to rise 
to 50 per cent, up from 17 per 
cent during the ktiamutn condi- 
tions. 

Mousa said th»* in the past 
week Joidan came under the 
effect of hot, dry and dusty 
weather due to foe hot mass of 
eastern and south eastern 
winds from the Arabian penin- 
sula and Ttidia- 

“At present, high pressure 
over central Europe caused the 


relatively cold mass to move 
towards the eastern Mediterra- 
nean region, bringing in scat- 
tered. showers that fell mostly 
in Lrbid and the northern re- 
gions of Jordan Saturday, and 
caused high winds to blow 
from die south-west,” Mousa 
said. 

He expected this “fair” 
weather to continue for at least 
three more days during which 
temperatures could mop at 
mgfat to 11 degrees Centigrade 
and rise to 1&19 degrees Cen- 
tigrade during daytime. 

Mousa said a cold front in 
the south of Turkey would 
cause cloudy weather m Jordan 
over the coming three days 
with a chance of farther scat- 
tered showers, mostly in the 
north. 

According to the Meteorolo- 
gy Department, the heatwave 
affected Cyprus, Syria, Leba- 
non, Iraq, Palestine and Egypt 
during the *Eid AI Htr holiday. 


IDB annual report shows decline 
in volume of industrial investments 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An annual 
report published by the Industrial 
Development Bank (IDB) re- 
veals a decline in the volume of 
industrial investments in the 
Kingdom during the past year as 
a remit of die general economic 
situation in Jordan. 

The IDB report noted that 660 
industrial schemes, together 
wrath JD 65.5 rnSlioa, were reg- 
istered with the Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade in 1989, down 
from 1,202 schemes with a total 
estimated capital of JD 100.9 
milli on in 1988. 

The report said the existing 
projects were, last year, geared to 
produce commodities for the loo-' 
al markets, thus helping to cut 
down on imports, and foe de- 
valued dinar helped to market 
national products abroad. 

According to the report, Jor- 
dan’s mrtiiftfTial exports increased 
more than 81 per cent in the 
10 months of 1989, as com- 


pared with foe same period in the 
previous year, and the IDB 
granted loans worth JD 12.49 
million in 1989 for expansion of 
local indnstrial projects, pointing 
to positive indications far fixture 
exports. 

Tire report also noted that 1989 
witnessed an increase in indust- 
rial production over 1988. It said 
that production of leather, wool, 
soap, cement, paper, carton and 
batteries increased by between 
8.2 per cent and 32 3 per cent 

The IDB loans during 1989 
went to force tourist schemes and 
14 industrial projects to the pro- 
duction of carpets, soap, anccndi- 
tioners, solar heaters add pencils, 
the report said. 

It said that these loans were 
together worth JD 1.62 million, 
bu the total cost of the projects 
a m ounted to JD 5.2 mfllion. The 
projects created jobs to 268 per- 
sons. 


EC summit sets move 


(Contin ue d from page 1) 

tical awt economic links through 
a new set of association agree- 
ments with the community. 
“The com muni ty wflj work to. 


with these countries in 1991 on 
foe underatandiqg that the basic 
conditions with iegud to democra- 
tic p ri nc ip les and transition to- 
wards a ma r ke t economy are ful- 
filled,” the draft statement said. 

Kohl and Mi t te rrand, deter- 
mined that a united Germany 
should be finnly embeded in an 
integrated community, have 
proposed changing radically the 
balance of power between EC 
jneritirtirms and the 12 member 


They want to reinforce foe 
powers of the European Parlia- 
ment, now largely confmed to an 
advisory role, and, develop a com-, 
non EC foreign and security' 
pobny . 


During the morning session, 
Kohl addressed tire issue of the 
hundreds of billions of West Ger- 
man marks will cost to reunite the 
■ two German states. 

“The Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, and here the , chancellor 
used a very graphic expression, 
does not intend to stick its hand 
into the money bag of the EC,” 
foe chancellor’s spokesman, 
Hans Klein, tod reporters. 

“For example, the Mediterra- 
nean countries should not suffer 
as a result of unification,” Kohl 
said, according to Klein. 

The chancellor expressed bis 
deep appreciation to the over- 
whelming support he received 
from the other leaders to foe 
German unification process, 
according to Klein. 

Experts estimate that it could 
cost 220 bfl&on West German 
marks (S130 bflfon) dean up 
.East Germany’s catastrophic en- 
vironmental problems. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe foBowmg listings are compiled from monthly btdlctins 
and t be daily Arabic press. Readers are ad vised t o verify the 
fated time and place with the concerned institutions. 


theatre 

* Children play In Arable entitled “Al Shahed” 
WMacas) at the Royal Cottto Centre — - 4KI0 pjn* 


(The 
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Wa Mqfesty King 
(Petra photo) 


Hussein, Thursday, attends prayers at Kktg AbdoHd* 


Public institutions resume work, 
Jordan switches to summer time 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Government 
departments arid public institu- 
tions in Jordan Sunday resume 
normal office boors with foe end 
of foe ‘Eid Al Htr holiday which 
marked foe end of the holy 
month of Ramadan. 

Jordan switched to summer 
time Friday by forwarding the 
dock 60 minutes, ending the win- 
ter time which lasted since Oct 6, 
1989. 

The switch to summer time, 
when time is three hours ahead of 
Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) 
was deemed a wise practice and 
part of a national thrive to con- 
serve energy and reduce the 
country’s fad import bill. 

The ‘Eid Al Htr period in 
Jordan was restricted to religious 
ceremonies held in all mosques of 
the country. 

A major religious celebration 


was held at King Abdullah the 
Martry’s Mosque in Abdali, Am- 
man; it was attended by His 
Majesty King Hussein, Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prince Faisal Ben 
Al Hussein, Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran and other digni- 
taries. 

The King and the worshippers 
heard a sermon delivered by Dr. 
Ahmad Hilayei, Ministry of Aw- 
qaf and Islamic Affairs’ secretary- 
general, who paid tribute to foe 
people of Palestine for foeir con- 
tinued struggle and steadfastness - 
in the face of foe Israeli occupa- 
don. 

“Jordan will continue to pro- 
vide ail possible support for the 
Palestinians in their endeavour to - 
regain their land and their 
rights," Hilayei said. 

He also condemned Israel’s de- 
secration of Islamic and Christian 


holy places and appealed .. . 
Arab and Muslim nations i 
forces and feud off t : -a 
danger in Palestine. 

King Hussein me; well-v-.. .. 
after foe ceremony .v.g 1? 
ceived dignitaries 
Palace tor an exchange of 
wishes on ‘Eid Ai M". 

Accompanied by His ) 
Highness Crown Prince 
Prince Faisal, foe prime nii: 
and other Royal Court off-: 
the King visited the tomb c 
late King Abdullah, founr 
the Kingdom, and King T... 
tombsffivhere he recited Yen,.: 
the Holy Koran. 

It was announced by the R../ 
Court that ICing Hussein . 
changed cables of good tvisiic-. 
’Eid Al Fitr with kings and be 
of state of ,\rab and Is!r. ' 
countries. 
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Taking a feasnrriy 

stroll during ‘EM (Photo by Yousef Al ‘Allsn) 







Medical Sr Humanitarian 

Specialized Audiology CemSsr 

The Medical and Humanitarian Services Management is proud to 
announce the establishment of the Specialised Audio!-: 

(SAC). 

The center provides indentification and rehabilitation s 
■persons with possible speech, hearing and or language 

The center is staffed by certified American and Jordan: 
language pathologists and audiologists. Specific service 
by the staff include. 

HEARING 


services 

probier 

j-2-v 

rs orovic 


fo: 

is. 


ECVl’ 


Evaluation of speed: prer- 5 
lem including. 

1- Stuttering. 

2- Voice disorders. 

3- Articulation disorders. 


— Evaluation of expressive 
receptive language. 

— Rehabilitation o\ speech/ 
guage differences and 
disorders. 


— Full audiological assessment, 
including play audiometry for 
the evaluation of children. 

— Immittance tests for the eva- 
luation of middle ear function. 

— Evaluation, consultation, and 
dispensing of hearing aids, 
and other assistive equip- 
ment using state-of-the art 
procedures. 

— Evaluation of old/used hear- 
ing aids. 

— Consultation for parents and 
teachers of hearing impaired 
children. 

— Communication rehabilitation 
for adults and children. 

Daily hours: 9:GQ-7:0S 

Address :*18 Malhas Hospitai St., Fires Cwste 
Jabal Amman 

Phone : 610988 

Note: Please consult your physician before 
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ioul sellers 
Capitol Hill 


THE RESOLUTION by the U.S. House of Representatives 
recogaWng Israel’s sovereignty over Jerusalem cannot be 
C8&e& lightly or brushed aside as a mere non-binding 
resotaticai that does not commit Washington to anything. 
Coming as it has on the heels of the earlier U.S. Senate’s 
resolution on Jerusalem, this latest blatant and illegal 
resomtioa deserves to be taken seriously and has to be 
viewed as a prelude to ominous erosion in the U.S. stance on 
Use Holy City. The fact that the Bush a dministr ation has . 
aha taken the latest resotation by the American legislature 
tyamg down does not angor well far the official position of the 
UJS. on this most sensitive issue. This is the second time 
nuu&hig that the administr ation has dedded not to dww Ha 
teeth in opposing a wrong and dangerous decision by the 
congre ss on the same subject Had Pterident Bush and 
Secretary of State Baker been serious enough about their 
official commitment to the status of Jerusalem as an 
occnpied city, they would have found the necessary words 
and actions to stop the erosion in official U.S. policies on the 
Middle East One would have Hwnght that the forceful 
occupation of a Christian sanctuary belonging to the Greek 
Orthodox church right in the heart at the Christian quarter 
in Jerusalem by Jewish zealots and with the coumvauce of 
the Israeli government would cause the U.S. legjslatiire to at 
least pause and reflect on the future of the Hbty City rather 
than offer to hand the whole of Jerusalem on a silver platter 
to the Israelis. Surely it must have dawned on the 
congressmen that the Israeli occupation of Jerusalem is a big 
obstacle to freedom of worship to Christians and Muslims 
aMke. Or is it possible that the members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives or their colleagues in the Senate have sold 
thrir souls to Israel and the Israeli lobbyist groups in 
Washington and there is no way left to redeem them? If tins 
is the case, then the UA Congress must be held with 
contempt, first by their constituents who do not really know 
what their representatives are doing, and second by 
peace-kwtog people everywhere. 


PRESS EDITORIALS 


THE U.S. Congress’s resolution recognising a “united Jeru- 
salem” as the capital of Israel was strongly criticised by the local' 
Arabic dailies on Thursday, the first day erf Eid A1 Fftr which 
marked the end of the holy month of Ramadan. 

A! Ka’I Arabic daily said the decision as a blow to all aspirations 
for peace in the Middle East, and a great disappointment to those 
trying to achieve that peace. The paper sakl that the American 
decision, coupled by the ongoing c am paign against Iraq should, 
serve as a reminder to the Arabs that the West, in collusion with 


Israel, is trying to fight the Arab countries’ wfll to survive, let 
alone liberate the lands of Palestine occnpied by Israel since 1967. 
AD these indications point to the fact that a dangerous conspiracy 
is bring hatched to thwart all Arab attempts to build up an 
intrinsic force and regain usurped Arab lands in Palestine, the 
paper noted. It should be frankly stud that the Arab Nation has no 
alternative but readring consensus at the summit level to deal with 
tins dangerous situation, and that there is no more zoom for 
further procrastination and foot-dragging concerning the question 
of holding a meeting by Arab leaders to revive the eastern front so 
that the Arabs can deal with any form of aggression and thwart 
enemy conspiracies, the paper concluded. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i condemns the execution of 28 Sudanese 
army officers for their alleged involvement in an atte mpte d coup 
last week, and says that the execution of the officers reminds the 
Arabs of a period considered as the darkest spot in thezr history. 
Had the role; of Sudan, Lt. Gen. Omar A1 Bashir been elected to 
his post ap ruler of Sudan, the executions could have been 
justified as disposing of those elements trying to defy die 
legitimate rule of the people; but Bashir came to power through a 
military coup; and why then should he deny othera the right to 
which he had availed himself? asks Tareq Masarwek. The writer 
notes that the present regime in Sudan has failed to pot down the 
separatist movement in the south, faded to improve the de- 
teriorating economic conditions in the country and failed to 
main tain the unity of the people behind the new military junta. 
He says that Bashir possesses no political ideology to retain power 
in Sudan which is facing famine and is almost isolated from the 
international community. He says Bashir, facing all these failures 
and inability to cope with the present situation, took vegeance on 
the group of army officers without even giving them a fair trial 
and during the Holy month of Ramadan. 


BY adopting a resolution in supporting Israel’s annexation of 
Jerusalem the United States Congress has thus invited the 
hostility of the Arab and Muslim nations, said A1 Dnstoor daily. 
Members of the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives have 
done their country no service by involving themselves in matters 
that can adversely affect America’s national interests, said the 
paper. Indeed the blindness and the political confusion which' 
char acterise the Congress are bound to bring serious barm to the 
United States, a view supported by U.S. Sena ten Robert Dole 
who has just concluded a tour of the Middle East, it said. In 
addition, the Congress's action is bound to impede all efforts by 
the U.S. administration to regain America’s credibility through 
reviving the peace process, the paper added. The paper voiced the 
Mmttim and Arab Nations' strongest condemnation of the 
Congress’s attitude concerning Jerusalem and appealed to all 
Arabs and Muslims to join forces and protect their rights and holy 
places. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fated Fandt 


Now is the right time for investment 


MOST economic indicators re- 
flect significant improvement 
during the past year in the 
Jordanian, economy. Instead erf 
targets set forth in the econo- 
mic adjustment programme 
agreed with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and put 
into effect as of nod April 
1989, are being attained. 
However, than are some areas 
which so far did not yet give a 

favourable reading, and did 
not show the desirable im- 
provement Prominent among 
these areas is the stagnatio n of 
new investments which re- 
mained slow. 

Perhaps the major reason' 
behind the hesitation of poten- 
tial investors, and their prefer- 


ence to wait and see, is that 
Jordan is currently passing 
through a transitional econo- 
mic and political period. Tran- 
sitional periods naturally ere-, 
ate their own uncertainty and : 
cause events and developments 
to be unpredictable. In 
situations, investors prefer to 
sit aside and -watch the events. 
They win not aa only when the 
tempest is over and the dust is 
settled down. 


treemptoyment arc at tins thrie 
the economic and social chal- 
lenges to Jordan’s decision- 
makers, new M T ciiiauu be- 
comes very important. It is the 
key of the solution both chal- 
lenges. 


dinar's exchange rate, and eti- 
minating the buck market. All 
these achievements contri- 
buted to regaining economic 
stability, which is the prere- 
quisite for new investment ■ 


sharp rise in their profitability. 


Stagnation of investment is 
of course a very negative phe- 
nomenon. Without new invest- 
ments there could be no econo- 
mic growth or additional jobs 
for the unemployed- Since lack 
of economic growth and high 


What was achieved on the 
economic front since the crisfe 
of 1968 is substantial. Achieve- 
ments included halting the de- 
terioration of the economy, 
reducing budget deficit, in- 
creasing national exports, de- 
creasing imports, re-building 
the Central Bank’s reserves of 
foreign exchange, making 
available foreign currency for 
all legitimate purposes, ensur- 
ing a relative stability of the 


However, no positive indka- 
tion exists at the moment to 
print to huge investment start- 
ing soon. We may have to wait 
longer. But I am convinced 
that die objective justification 
for a new wave of investment is 
there, and can be pointed out 
easily. It inefades economic 
stability, tiie improvement in 
the fundamentals of the eco- 
nomy, the improvement in the 
gfnnrtHigg of Jordanian share* 1 
holding companies, and the 


At this pomt in time one can 
notice that previous invest- 
ments winch were in financial 
trouble haw recovered and be- 
came profitable. The secoa-' 
duty market soared; share 
prices doubled and some cases 
tripled; domestic liquidity is in 
abundance, and banks are 
searching for good borro w ers; 
•the coat of production de- 
1 creased in real terms, espedal- 

tehTuMhe Golf s^Emnope 
are receptive; c om pe titi o n of 
foreign commodities in the 
domestic market bat decreased 
considerably; and all the cir- 
cumstances have become con- 


dsetive to" new mvsstments. 
Jordanian arid Arab investors 
will not fell to read and mrder- 
stand all these facts, and are 
expected sooner than later to 
r esp on d to them positively- . 

Investments that may sort 
now have a very promising 
potential. Of course care and 
selectivity are essential, but the 
reluctant investors and 
businessmen, may miss the 
opportunity. 

Successful investment does 
not depend on opportunity 
only proper timing is as impor- 
tant and crucial. It is my oon* 
viction that the proper time for 
starting new inve stm e nt s in ; 
Jordan is now. j 


The realities and dangers U.S. Congress expected to 
of nuclear lopsidedness cut more of defence budget 


By Yezid Sayigh 
A SINGULAR feature about the 
recent discovery of the “covert” 
Iraqi attempt to obtain krytrons 
— nudear triggers — is the 
curious way in which Western 
media coverage has largely over- 
looked two thing s in its coalmen-, 
tary. One is the Israeli record in 
nuclear development and related 
smuggling operations. The 
second, and more fundamental, 
element missing is a sense of the 
extent to which the Israeli nudear 
and ballistic missile programmes 
(and those of Iran, under both 
the shah and the ayatollahs) have 
in fact been die primary cause of 
similar Iraqi and Arab efforts. 

It has become almost universal- 
ly accepted that Israel has long 
possessed nudear weapons and 
the means to deliver tbem, and 
that it may even be working to 
develop more sophisticated types 
such as neutron and thermonuc- 
lear (hydrogen) bombs. Yet 
habit, and the underlying feeling 
that after ail Israel is not like 
“nasty” Iraq, have given rise to a 
dangerously complacent attitude 
towards the frequent disclosures 
of Israeli activities, which are 
themselves always clandestine. 

A wide range of Israeli covert 
operations designed to acquire 
nudear technology and materials 
illegally has been revealed in the 
media over the past three de- 
. cades, pointing to a massive and 
sustained weapons programme. 
Indeed. Israel acquired its first 
main reactor (Dimona) through a 
secret deal with France, even 


na’s weapon programme, the 
Norwegian government in 1987 
refused to push the matter on the 
basis that it had no official know- 
ledge that Israel possessed atomic- 
weapons. This, despite repeated 
QA assertion of just that fact 
since 197S, with the most recent 
confirmation co ming in Novem- 
ber 1989. 

The last instances reveal the 
extent to which the Israeli nudear 
weapons programme has benefit- 
ted from Western indulgence.. 
The same applies to Israeli efforts 
to develop delivery means. Since 
mid- 1986, Israel has test-laun- 
ched its nuclear-capable Jericho 
ballistic missile over the 
Mediterranean four times; in 
September 1989 one landed 400 
kms north of Benghazi but pro- 
voked a protest from the USSR 
only. A year previously, a satel- 
lite was put into orbit, but there 
was little Western concern over 
the fact that the same booster 
rocket provided Israel wife a 
capability to launch warheads to 
ranges variously estimated at 
5,000 to 7,000 kms. The same 
could be said of the launching of a 
second satellite, on April 3, 1990. 

These flights did not fuel par- 
ticular concern, although in 1985 
a U.S. sdentist had reported 
seeing an Israeli “miniaturised” 


nudear aspirants. In late 1989, the 
U.S. administration reversed pre- 
vious policy to raise the enrich- 
ment level of uranium sold to 
Pakistan from five to 90 per cent. 
This is already sufficient for low- 
efficiency bombs, and eliminates 
70 per cent of the enrichment 
required to reach the level of top 
weapons-grade material (95 per 
cent). 


BY JIM ADAMS 

Rettter 


Meanwhile, Israel still refuses 
to sign, let alone ratify, the Nuc- 
lear Non-Prohferafion Treaty and 
rejects inspection of Dimona by 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency — Iraq has signed the 
first ami permits the second. This 
may merely be a nominal distinc- 
tion, given the record of both 
states and the possibility of 
cicumventing controls, but it is of 
great symbolic significance, since 
it is taken by countries like Iraq 
as proof that what is sance for the 
goose may not be sauce for the 
gander too: Iraqi adherence to 
the . NNFT and IAEA regimes 
has neither curbed Israeli nuclear, 
and ballistic activity nor led to 
U.S. pressure on Israel for recip- 
rocal measures, so why bother? 


nuclear warhead designed specifi- 
cally for use on missies. And at 


keeping the U.S. in the dark. 
And much of the uranium used in 


And much of the uranium used in 
the 1960s and early 1970s, prob- 
-ably for the construction of atom 
bombs, was obtained in two 
fraudulent operations: the 
NUMEC affair, in which a 
: “front” company was set up in 
the U.S. to allow the diversion of. 
.200-572 lbs of weapons-grade en- 
riched uranium in 1957-1967; and 
the “plumbat” affair in which the 
European Common Market's 
nuclear regulatory agency 
(EURATOM) was deceived into 
selling 200 tons of uranium oxide 
^sufficient for eight years of reac- 
tor operation) to another fake 
company for diversion to Israel in 

The list since the 1960s is a long 
•one. More recently, in 1985 a 
•U.S. businessman was arrested 


-for having sold 810 krytrons — 
the same tiny flashbulb- like de- 


vices regulating electronic pulses 
to trigger nudear bombs that Iraq 
was accused to trying to smuggle 
through Heathrow in March of 
•this year — to Israel in 1980-1982. 
He did so through yet another 
‘ Trout” company, and deceived 
U.S. customs agents, hot was set 
free on bail and eventually resur- 
faced in Israel. His attempt to 
obtain “green salt” (processed 
uranium) failed, however, though 
he succeeded in shipping lasers 
and many other militar y i tems . 

The next incident was the re- 
velation in October 1986, by 
Israeli nudear technician, Mor- 
dechai Vanunu, that Israel not* 
only possessed sufficient fission- 
able material to make 200 nudear 
weapons, but had also developed 


present the U.S. is considering 
the sale of IBM and Cray “super- 
computers” to Israel, which can 
be used to simulate both the 
trajectory of ballistic missiles and 
nuclear explosions. The latter 
aspect is especially important: 
without advanced computers no 
country can be sure that its nuc- 
lear devices will explode efficient- 
ly, but under U.S. law any state 
that detonates such devices can- 
not receive U.S. aid. 

As serious a dimension of 
Western indulgence towards 
Israel’s nudear activities is raised 
by its cooperation with South 
Africa. In 1979 a special panel 
was set op by then President 
Carter, virtually with the express 
purpose of denying that a nuclear 
explosion had just taken place 
that September in the South 
Atfantio-Zndian Ocean: the point 1 
being that a targe number of U.S. 
agencies — including the DIA 
and CIA — had adamantly con- 
firmed that one bad indeed taken 
place, specifically as a result of a 
joint Israeli- South African test. 
Ten years later, the U.S. govern- 
ment belittled media investiga- 
tions revealing that the same two 
states had conducted a joint bal- 
listic missile test launch in July 
1989, and that Israel had received 
enriched uranium in return for its 
role. The reason, as nuclear 
physicist and expert Frank Bar- 
naby has written, is that “the 
U.S. government will go to great 
lengths to avoid cutting off aid to 
Israel, and this is why it will do all 
it can to avoid having to admit 
that Israel has tested a nudear 
weapon.” 


Rightly or wrongly, Iraq can- 
not but note U.S. policy, which 
one U.S. official summarises as 
“the need to make a distinction 
between those countries that are 
dose friends and allies, and pose 
no pohferarion risk [sic], and 
those counfries and areas in the 
world where we have real con- 
cern about the spread of nudear 
weapons.” The idea that posses- 
sion of nudear weapons and bal- 
listic missiles (since the mid or 
late-1960s) by Israel can be harm- 
less and have no eventual effect 
on its neighbours is dangerously 
ludicrous, and goes farm explain- 
ing why Iraq finally chose to 
redress the balance unilaterally " 
through both nudear and chemic- 
al deterrence — Middle East In- 
ternational, London. 


WASHINGTON — -Knives are 
being sharpened on CaptbK ffill 
as the U.S. Congress prepare* to 
force Defence Secretay Dick 
Cheney to slice even larger 
chunks off his military budget as 
East-west tendon eases. 

Cheny proposed to Congress 
on Thursday cutting the planned 
number of radar-evading R-2 
Stealth bombers to 75 planes 
from the orignal target of 132, 
and suggested cuts or delays in 
five other aircraft prog ramm es to 
achieve defence savings of $ 34.8 
trillion over the next eight years. 

*T think the Warsaw Pact is a 
thing of toe past, a relic of his- 
tory,” he said, while cautioning 
that U.S. military forces had to 
be ready to respond to any threat 
that mi ght develop. 

But even as Cheney spoke, the 
House of Representatives was 
working on a budget resolution 
that leaders said would produce a 
“peace dividend” of $250b3Don 
over just five yean. 

It would carve $ 24 billion off 
President George Bash’s $ 306.9 
h ilHo n defence request for next 
year. Senate budget committee 
chairman Jim Sasser, a Teanesse 
Democrat, wants to cut $ 26. 
billion. 

The Defence Department said, 
cuts that big would force it to 
mothball up to another three of 
tiie array’s 18 active (fivisums 
worldwide, in addition to the two 
it already plans to disband. It 
would cut its 2.1 million nrilitaiy 
force by up to 150.000 people 
next year. 

Bush’s power to veto* Con- 
gress's defence bills means he 
does not have to accept whatever 
action it takes, and a dminis tra- 
tioo officials say there is sure to 
be a budget summit that will work : 
out a compromise. 

But Bush s npp qi te i s* hopes of 
winning nearly all of his defence 



request appeared dashed earlier 
this month when the conservative 
Senate aimed services committee 
chairman Sam Mmm of Georgia 
balled for defence cuts of up to $ 
18 bflli qn. . 

“When someone as centrist amT 
conservative as Sam Nunn pots 
that number an it, not many 
peose will go lower,” said Gordon 
Adams, director of tiie non-gov- 
ernment Defence Budget Pro- 
ject, a research poop. 

Nunn backed his proposal with 
a plan that irony Congress mem- 
bers are likely to support for. 
reshaping UJS. mffitary forces to 
achieve the cuts. 

Essentially, he called far cut- 
ting the 305,000 U.S. troops in 
“Europe to as few as 75,000, pat- 
ting part of the large active U-S 
military into reserve and turning 
much of the rest of it into rapid 
response forces that could move 
quickly into trouble spots any- 
where in the world. 

Nunn said European NATO 
allies should replace most U.S. . 


troops in forward defence units, 
but U.S. forces should be in a 
position to move quickly back 
mto Europe in a war. 

He also said Bash’s $ 4.5 trillion 
request for the Strategic Defence 
Initiative .(Star Wars) antuniside 
sy£Q#n research should be cot to 
last year’s S 3.8 trillion, and 
Bush s plan to put MX 10-war- 
head nudear missiles on nrihoad 
can should be postponed. 

But one flaw in Congress’ de- 
fence cutting drive is the propen- 
sity of members to lobby in 
favour of weapons produced in 
their own districts. 

Cheney complained at the end 
of the week that some Congress 
members are only using tiie 
b reak-u p of the Warsaw Pact’s 
military power in the past year 
their Latest excuse to oppose U.S. 
defence spending. 

“There are people on Capital 
H3I who probably would not 
have supported the defence 
budget in the middle of World 
War Two,” Cheney said. 
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Andy Capp 


the means to produce more lethal 
neutron and hydrogen warheads. 


neutron and hydrogen warheads. 
Yet because his statements were 
-made in The Sunday Times, 
Western governments could con- 
tinue to insist that they had no 
offidai knowledge of the matter. 
The attitude was expressed in the 
way the British, and especially 
the Italians, overlooked entirely 
the circumstances in which Vanu- 
nu was kidnapped and taken back 
to Israel for trial. 

In the meantime, Israel con- 
tinues to delay responding to 
softly-voiced, albeit repeated, de- 
mands from Norway that it 
account for 20 tons of heavy 
water bought in the 1960s. 
Although Vanunu’s testimony re- 
veals that it was diverted from 
civilian use under international 
and U.S. inspection at tiie smaller 
Soreq research reactor to Dimo- 


Most dangerous in the head-in- 
tbe-sand attitude of Western gov- 
ernments towards Israeli nudear 
efforts is that it studiously ignores 
the extent to which the Arab 
states feel threatened and thus' 
provoked into a parallel search 
for non-conventional deterrence. 
Not only do Western govern- 
ments miss seeing the underlying 
motive forces, and thus fail in 
formulating effective mechanisms 
for the regulation of prevention 
of NBC (nudear/biologjcal/die- 
nrical) proliferation, bat their 
. lopsided approach contributes to 
.the rise in regional tension. On 
the aaejuad it h qg htem the seme 
of Arab insecurity, and so stimu- 
lates redoubled NBC effort, 
while on the other hand it encour- 
ages a false (or not so false?) 
sense of impunity in Israel and so 
feeds its military adventurism. 
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Entretien avec le caricaturiste Jalal RifaT 


a'W-AW: 


Travailleurs jordaniens: quelle fete? 

Comme tout le moode, 
ks travailleurs jordaniens 
out profits de Fooverture 
dfemocratique qui rfegne 
dans le pays depuis on an. 

Ouvriers et employes de 
plnskurs secteurs (mines, 
pfetrote, imprimeries, ban- 
qn e s , Industrie 
alimentaire...) ont dfeclen- 
chfe des graves; d’antres ont 
posfe leurs revendications, 
concemant ^augmentation 
des salazres et Tamfeliora- 
tkm des conditions de tra- 
vail. La plupart de ces 
mouvements ont obtenu* 
satisfaction. 

Poortant, ces revendica- 
tions sont resides limitfees, 
par rapport ft I’ampleur de 
1 Injustice et aux maux dont 
soirare une grande partie des travailleurs. Cela est d’autant 
plus regrettable, que le ministre du Travail lui-mfeme 
adopt e, pour la premiere fois dans l’histoire du pays, des 
portions plus fequilibrfees. 

En effet, tout au long des annfees prfecfedentes, la 
politique suivie dans le do main s du travail privilfegiait le 
patronat en reforgant le phis souvent la dfependance et la 
repression des travailleurs. Une section “ouvrifere” au sein 
des services de renseignement avait d’ailleuis pour tftche 
d’eanpficher les travailleurs trop marauds politi quement , 
notaznment ft gauche, d’accfeder k des tonctions syndicales 
au sein de la Ffedferation gfenferale des travailleurs iorda- 
oiens (FGTJ). 

Rdsultat de cette situation; un niveau de vie trfes bas; une 
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de ce mouvement); une loi du travail archaiqoe, qui soumet 
les droits des travailleurs k de trop nombreux arbitraires. 

Alors qu’approche le ler mai, les ouvriers jordaniens 
mdritent qu’on s-’-arrfete sur leur condition. Selon l’fecono- 
jniste F. Fanek, le salaire mensuel moyen des Jordaniens 
he ddpassait pas les 115 dinars en 1989. Dans le secteur 
privfe, la paye des ouvriers passe rarement la barre des 100 
ffinars. Dans le secteur public, on est payfe un peu mieux. 
Certaines fetudes -sur la pauvretfe dans le royaume estiment 
que k seufl d’indigence est atteint quand une famille ne 
gagne que 150 dinars par mois. Les ouvriers sont done pour 
la^upart dans cette situation. 

Deuxifeme grand problfeme socio-feconomique: Ie chfim- 
age, dont le taux varie actuellement entre 20 % et 22 % de la 
population active. Certes, un nombre considdrable de 
cfcAmetns sont de jeunes dipldmds. Mais les ouvriers n'eii 
souffrent pas moins. soit k cause de la rfecession dcononri- 
que de ces demifcres anndes, soil du fait de la “concurr- 
ence” entre travailleurs nationaux et immigrds, “privilfe- 
g&” dan* le recratement par les entreprises en raison de 
leur acceptation de bas salaries. 

- Consequence de cette situation, les travailleurs sont mal 
leprfescntfes k l’fechelle nationale oh leur idle passe presque 
inapergu: en tfemoigne leur unique reprdsentant ddsignd an 
sein de la commission royale ebargde d’dlaborer one 
nouvelle charte. 

■ Les ouvriers font partie de ceux qui n’ont encore gufere 
trife a vantage de la nouvelle donne politique. Ds ne l’ont pas 
ou pas su. Us n’ont notamment pas ifeussi k discuter de 




d’actkm syndicale, sodale et politique. 

Le conflit, qui a dclatd la semaine demifere au sein de la 
FGTJ apparait comme Taboutissement d’une crise plutdt 
profonde. La liste des revendications des ouvriers est assez 
longue, mais il est probable, assurcnt certains, qu]aucun 
change ment sensible ne se produira si la ddmocratisation 
en coins ne pfenfetre pas les structures de la FGTJ. 

Dix syndicats sur les dix-sept de la Ffedferation k pensent 
en tout cas. Ds rfeclament des Elections libres, Fapplicatioii 
des rfeglements des syndicats, I'amendement (anon m&ne 
le changement) de la loi sur le Travail de 1960 et encore la 
convocation du IVe congrfes de la FGTJ 

A 1’fecheZIe du pays, la lutte contre le cbdmage mais aussi 
Fapprofondissement des tendances dfemocratiques font 
partie des thfemes sur lesquels doiyent aussi se pencher les 
ouvriers de Jordanie. A deux jours du ler mai, ffite 
interaationale du travail, fl'feut soohartef qu’ils en pren- 
nent conscience. 


Le dessin, langage universel 

Jalal Rifai (☆) est sans nol doote le plus conno et di en de langue arabe “Al Dustur”. Premier dessi- 
le plus apprgdg des caricatnristes de presse jorda- nateur k oser croquer les ministres et les persotmali- 
hkbs- Au lythme de deux dessins quotidieus, il tfes du pays, il explique an “Jourdain” le role que 
fflnstre PactuaHt6 politique et. locale pour le quoti- joue la caricature d an s le monde de l’information. 


Le Jourdabn Quefle place tfeot k 
caricature tfai« l’Umatioii, k 
vos yeux? 

Jafad Rffiu: Jc crois qn’au coots 
de ce sifede la caricature s’est 
hissfee au rang de rabrique la phis 
importantc des joumaux et des 
magazines. Pane que e’est un 
langage universel, comme la 
mtisique. Quoi que le caricatur- 
iste destine, n’importe qui peat 
au moins ieter un ceil et peut-fetre 
comprenerre ce qu*D a voulu (fixe. 
Sans un mot, on ti pen. Mfeme ft 
ceux qui ne comprennent pas sa 
langue, le dessmaieur pent dfeliv- 
rer son message. Sans difficult^. 
Par ailleais, on sait que les gens 
prennent de moins en moins k 
temps de lire une page entifere ou 
mfeme deux on trois colonues 
d*im journal. Or k dessin est une 
lecture rapide d’acc&s facile. 
Cest sa valeun vous le “lisez” 
vite, quitte k prendre conscience 
de la dimension du message une 
demie heure ou une heure plus 
tazd. Peut-fitre riez-vous d’abord, 
mais apres un moment, vous 
codunencez k penser k la port£e 
de la caricature. Cest sa force. 


L. J.: Un caricaturiste de presse 
se doft-fl d’toe Men mfbrm£? 

J. R.: Un bon caricaturiste lit, 
dcoute et voyage beaucoup. 11 lui 
foot voir le monde, le plus gu’il 
pent. Cest un plus pour lui de 
connaftre an moins une langue 
dtrangSxe, parce qn’eDe lui ouvre 
un unhrers qui lui appoite one 
fouie d’idtes qu’fl n’aurait sinon 
jamais eues. Sa qualitd majeure 
est d’etre k 1 ’dcoute des gens, qui 
patient ton jours et disent presque 
tout. Un vrai caricaturiste prend 
des idfies id etlft et fait de bons 
dessins, parce qu'il s’est immerg£ 
dans la vie des gens, leuxs pen- 
s^es. Avoir toujours les oreilles St 
les yeux ouverts, lire... Cest 
essentiel. Aprfes, e’est fadk de 
trouver un thime et de dessiner. 
Si le caricaturiste reste enferuk 
dans son bureau, k lire les litres 
de la presse, fl ne troovera rien. 
Parce que les tines, e’est la sur- 
face des choses, comme ia radio 
et la t fig. S*H lit, par contre, il 
emmagarine des connaissances 
qui serviront son ins^nration. 

’ L. J.: Assez poor produfire deux 
caricatures par jaw, comme vans 
k faites? 

J. R.: Oui. Deux dessins par jour, 
§a n’est pas fedle, mais pas si 
comphqik non phis. Pour moi, en 
tout. cas. Sans doute parce que 
j’aimc sa. VoflU douze ans, que je 
travaillc 2 ce rythme. Pai ainti 
des milliers de dessins k la 
maison. Les id6es ms viennent 
facilcment. Tant mieux! 

L. J.: Comhien de teaqis consac- 
rez-vous ft one caricatnre? 

J. R.: Qa dtpend. Parfois, j’ai fini 
en une demie heure. Parfois, j’ai 
besom de la jounke entifere pour 
mes deux dessins. Affaire 
d’hmneur... Je viens au journal, 
tons les matins. Je Iss les jour-* 
naux, les magazines, dont qud- 
qnes Editions ao^rises que je 
. resois. Et puis je prends le temps 
de trouver man inspiration. 

L. J.; Vous commande-trim par- 
fob ks dessins? 
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J. R.: Non. Je cboisis toujours. 
Depuis mes debuts, en 1970, je 
pratique ainti. Poor moi, e'est le 
seal moyen de travailler. Je ne 
pourrais pas dessiner sur ordre. 
J’ai besom de trouver moi-mfeme 
mes thfemes. 

L. J.: Somnettca-TQBB vos dessins 
ft vos coDfegues du jounuri avant 
pubUcatfon? 

J. R.: 11 faut le faire, bien sflr. 
Dans 99% des cas, la redaction 
mi chef donne son feu vert. Parce 

r , tons les jours, avant mfeme 
dessiner, je parie avec 1 ’fe- 
qnipe, je sens l’atmosiriifere. Et 
pais, je crois qu’en s’y prenant 
bien, on pent aborder tons les 
so jets par la caricature. 


«Je veux faire compre- 
ndre an personnel politi- 
que du pays que le dessin 
de presse u 9 est pas 9 com- 
me beaucoup ie croient, 
une critique person- 
neBe..» 

L. J.: Vans arrive-t-B cependant 
d’essuyer des -reftas pour des de- 
uhs jugfes “choquauts”? 

J. R.: Non, ou alors trfes, trfes 
rarement. Depuis mon retoor au 
“Dustur”, je me sins mfeme lan- 
c 6 , pour la premifere fois en Jor- 
danie, dans la caricature de 
wMstres. Autrefois, c’anrait fete 
extrSmement dur. je veux faire 
co mpre ndre au personnel politi- 
que du pays que Ie dessin de 
presse n’est pas, comme 
beaucoup le croient, une critique 
personnelle, mais qu’elle s’m- 
tferesse ft la fonction. J’ai com- 
mence et ga marche bien. Si ga 
continue, je pense que tout le 
monde, hommes politique et per- 
.sonnalitfes, comprendront que 
*c^est une attitude critique utfle. 

L. J.: La c a rk at are douse I’im- 
pression d'aOer parfois plus vile 
qne k reste de k presse. ESe s’est 
montrfee trfes virnlente, avant 
mime ks flections de novembre... 


J. R.: Je me rappelle beaucoup 
de dessins que j'ai fait ft l’fepoque 
sur les rapports qu'entretieunent 
les dfeputfes avec leurs felecteurs, 
sur leur attitude avant et parfes le 
scrutm. Les gens ont beaucoup 
aimfe ga. Parce que, comme je 
' vous l'ai dit, e'est le message de la 
caricature; transmettre ce que les 
gens pensent. Cest aussi pour 
cela que nous aliens plus vite. Un 
journaliste, qui fecrit, est enfermfe 
dans une forme prfedse de mes- 
sage. Nous, nous pouvons jouer 
avec les formes, nous sommes 
plus libres. 

L. J.: Vous avez vfeco en Europe. 
La caricature vous y est-elk 
apparne trfes dififerente? 

J. R.: L’Occideot rime avec phis 
de tibeitfe, d’ouverture, et diffu- 
sion gfeante de la presse. Un 
caricaturiste y sent son import- 
ance, Ie idle qu’il joue dans la vie 
publique. Plus que dans un petit 
pays. Je pense que nous avons de 
bons dessin a tehrs dans le monde 
arabe. Mais. faute d’ouverture. 
0s restent quasi anonymes. Une 
caricature, faite en Europe ou 
aux Etats-Unis, pent faire le tour 
de tons les pays, apportant 
reputation et argent ft son 
erfeateur. Le dessinateur 
occidental est mieux payfe, et 
dessine rarement plus de cinq 
jours sur sept. Id, e'est tous les 
jours. 

L. J.: D semble aussi qne k dessin 
en Jordanie soit phis eugagfe, 
notamment en politique, plus 
proefae de I’fnformatimi, moms 
dtslanrtf, moins hnmoristiqiie... 

J. R.: n faut tenir compte de 
l’histoire de la presse. En 
Angleterre, le “Times” a une 
experience de 200 ans. Vous ne 
pouvez demander la mfeme atti- 
tude ft un journal qui a 20 ou 30 
ans d’existence. Et puis, nous 
voyageons moins... Tout cela 
affecte le comportement du cari- 
caturiste arabe, comme cehri des 
autres journalist es, vous savez. 

Avez-vons un foible pour certains 
de vos coHfegues ooridentmix? 


J. R.: Je n’ai pas de prfefference 
pour un tel ou un tel. Paime les 
bonnes idfees. D m’arrive de 
trouver, dans les joumaux, des 
dessins d’inconnus. La signature 
ne me dit rien, mais je sens que 
e’est un bon. Les grands notes, 
bien sflr ne sortent pas du nfeant. 
Quelqu’un comme Plantu en 
France, me sfeduit. Il a un bean 
coup de crayon et de bonnes 
idfees. Cest d'ailkurs pourquoi, 
comme pour quelques autres, 
nous pubtions de temps en temps 
ses dessins paras dans “Le 
Monde”. 

L. J.: Estimez-vous qn’fetre cari- 
caturiste, e’est faire ouvre de 
journaliste?' 

J. R.: Oui. Un bon article doit 
vous laisser one idfee. Cest un 
principe journalistique. Une 
caricature fait face au mfeme en- 
jeu. Cest la mfeme chose, le 
mfeme souti de communication. Il 
font fetre on bon journaliste pour 
fetre un bon caricaturiste. 

L. J.: Pensez-vous qne le dessi- 
watonr est UB ai piilkw i poor les 
jourualistes de {dome? 

J. R.: Je le crois. Je le sens 
mfeme, en par! ant avec- les col- 
lfegues. Parfois, ils s'enthousias- 
ment pour un dessin et me disent: 
“Tiens, je vais fecrire sur ton 
sujet, de cette fo^on 1ft”. Mais 
{’inverse exist e aussi. Nous nous 
aidons mutuellement. 

L. J.s Vous avez laucfemie page de 
caricatnre ouverte aux lecterns, 
qui parah k vendredL Quel bBan 
foites-voos de ses qnatre premiers 
mms d’existence? 

J. R.: Je pense que e’est la page la 
plus rfeussie du journal. Certains 
libraries nous disent que le ven- 
dredi, aprfes 12 h 00 . vous ne 
trouvez plus “Al Dustur". Parce 
que les jeunes, surtout, aiment 
cette page. Par aiflenrs, je reqois 
quotiddennement entre 7 et 12 
lettres de lecteurs, qui suivent 
cette experience. Ds partiripent 
en m’envoyant des idfees que je 
mets en dessins, ou mfeme des 
caricatures. Pen ai des centaines, 
dans mes tiroirs, qui attendent 
d’fetre publifees. 

L. J.: Avez-vous dfenicfife de 
jeunes talents? 

J. R.: Cest Ton des objectifs de 
cette page. J'ai quelques lecteurs, 
qui m’apportent chaque semaine 
qnatre ou cinq dessins. J’en 
choitis deux par fedition. Leurs 
noms apparaissent presque tous 
les vendredis. Qa veut dire qu’ils 
aiment la caricature. Et l’amour 
de ce mfetier, e’est une bonne part 
de la rfeussite. 

Propos recueillis 
par Akin Renon. 


(&) N6 pits de Jerusalem, Jalal Rifai 
a £cmE6 Ie dessin et l' animation en- 
Aogjctcrrc entre 1970 et 1976. Apits 
avoir suocessivement trava3J£ pour 
'les trois quotidians de langue arabe 
du royanme, D est parti i Dubai au 
d£bnt des anodes 1980. Depuis 4 
mois, 0 collabore ft nouveau au “Dus- 
tur" otiila inaugur£ une page bebdo- 
madaire de caricatures ouverte aux 
lecteurs. Jalal Rifai a pubb£ dnq 
rccucUs de dessins, dont Ie dernier en 

1989. 
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Dialogue. Le roi Hussein a rencontrfe march ft Amman les dirigeants 
du Parti populaire dfemocratique jordanien (PPDJ) pour la premifere 
fois depuis la fondation de cette formation. Une deifegation de neuf 
membres de membres du PPDJ, dont son seerfetaire gfenferal, Tayssir 
al-Zabari, son seerfetarie-adjoint, le dfeputfe Bassam Haddadine, et 
son pone-parole, Suleiman al-Nahas ont notamment demandfe au 
sonverain hachfemite «d'accfelferer la ifegalisation des partis sans 
attendre I'feiabo ration de la charte nationale. La dfelfegation a, es 
outre, suggferfe au roi Hussein «rorgaoisation d'un congrfes national 
fecoDomique en vue d’examiner la situation feconomique du pays et de 
parveuir a des solutions susceptibles d’attfenuer les rfepcrcussions de 
la crise sur les dtoyeus», selon M. al-Nahas. 


InquktBde. Le chef de 1'OLP a affirmfe qu 'Israel «se dirige vers la 
gpene* aprfes s’fitre opposfe ft toutes les initiatives de pair paiestmien- 
ne, arabe et intemationaie, dans une interview retransmise mercredi 
par la tfelfevision jordanienne. Selon Yasser Arafat, «tous les indices 
dfemontrent que les dirigeants israfeliens* semblent militer dans cette 
voie. L’Etat bfebreu proefede «actuellement ft des entrainements 
militaries dans Ie Neguev, notamment des exercices srimzlfes visant 
des objectifs srinilaries ft ceux d’Irak», a-t-il assurfe, sans plus de 
prfedsions. Le chef de i’OLP a d'autre part dfenouefe «la politique 
partiale des Etats-Unis en faveur d' Israeli* et affirmfe que Washington 
a diminnfe de 18 millions de dollars sa contribution au budget de 
1’ Office des Nations Units pour le secours aux rfefueifes de Palestine 
(UNRWA) pour 1990. 

Rfefagks. La nouvelle convention sur 1'aide de la CEE aux rfefugifes 
palestimens, sign 6 c jeudi ft , Bruxelles, prfevoit 1'octroi par la 
Communautfe de quelque 72 milli ons d'fecus (86,4 millions de dollars) 
jusqu’en 1992. Cene enveloppe sera complfetfee, a prfedsfe la 
Co mmissi on euTopfeeone, par une aide atimeotaire, fevalufee ft 24 
millions de dollars. Le Japon a poor sa part dfeddfe de soutenir 1'OLP 
pour la erfeation d'un centre de formation professionnelle -dans les ' 
territories occupfes et parti opera ft la construction d'un bdpital ft 
Gaza, a annonefe jeudi ft Tokyo un proebe de Yasser Ararat. 


Sommet. La demande de 1'OLP de convoquer un sommet arabe 
extraordinaire pour examiner «les dftngers de I'immigration juive 
dans les territories occupfes et les menaces adressfees ft l’lralo* a fetfe 
approuvfee par 11 des 22 membres de la Ligue arabe. Le quorum 
est done atteint, a indiqufe jeudi ft Tunis, le seerfetariat de 
1'organisation. Les pays, qoi ont notifife offidellement leur accord, 
sont la Tunisie, les Emirats. le Koweit, le Liban, la Mauritanie, le 
Qatar, I'Algferie, le Soudan, la Jordanie, Djibouti et 1’OLP. 
Bahrein et l'lrak se sont, poor leur part, dfedarfs «davorables> ft 
un tel sommet. 


Shamir. Le prfesident israfelien, Haim Herzog, a offidellement 
chargfe vendredi matin Yitzhak S hamir , numfero un du Likoud (droite 
nationaliste) de former im nouveau gouvernement. «Mon premier 
objectif est la formation d’un gouvernement stable. Je sais que ce ne 
sera pas une tftche foc3e», a dfeclarfe M. Shamir, 75 ans, actuel chef du 
cabinet de transition, depuis la chute de la coalition Likoud-Parti 
travailliste. le 15 mars dernier. Le chef de la droite israfelienne a exclu 
«pour le moment la erfeation d'un nouveau gouvernement d’union 
nationale avec la formation de S himo n Peres. 


Fermetnre. LLe Saint-Sfepulcre a fetfe solennellement fermfe fermfe 
de vendredi matin ft samedi midi, en mfeme temps que les 150 autres 
heux saints de Terre Sainte. depuis le Mont des Oliviers jusqu’en 
GaKlfee en passant par Nazareth et Bthlfeem, alors que toutes les 
cloches de Jferusalem sonnaient, en protestation contre 1’occupation, 
le 11 avril dernier, d'un hospice grec-orthodoxe par 150 colons juris 
amfericains. Cette fenneture, sans prfeefedent dans ks temps mod- 
ernes, avait fetfe dfeddfee lundi dernier par les communautfes chrfetien- 
nes d'Israel et de Palestine, bien que la Corn Suprfeme de l’Etat 
hfebren ait partiellement donnfe raison au patriarcat grec-orthodoxe, 
proprifetaire des h'eux, en ordonnant jeudi I'fevacuation du bfttiment. 


Rfeoovertnre. L’ambassade de France ft Kaboul, fermfee pour 
«raisons de sfecuritfe* en ffevrier 1989, rfeouvrira le mois prochain. Un 
chargfe d'affaires par interim en assure ra la direction, dans un 
premier temps, a prfedsfe jeudi ft Paris le gouvernement franqais. 

Attentat. Oskar Lafontaine, candidat du Parti sodal-dfemocrate 
ouest-allemand (PSD) ft la chancellerie, a fetfe victime d'un attentat 
mercredi ft Cologne lots d’un meeting felectoral. Une Allemande de 
1’Ouest, flgfee de 42 ans, lui a portfe un coup de couceau, qui a- 
sectionnfe 1’artere jugulaire droite. Opferfe pendant deux heures, M. 
Lafontaine fetait jeudi «ihors de dangen* selon ses mfed edn s. 
L’attentat serait I’acte «prfemfeditfe d'une psychopathe, a affirmfe k 
mfeme jour la police ouest-allemande. 

Mitterrand-Kohl. Le prfesident Fran 501 s Mitterrand et le chanceher 
Kohl ont affirmfe jeudi ft Paris la ferine dfetermination de la France et 
de la RFA ft faire avanoer ensemble Turnon politique europfeenne, ft 
un moment de Thistoire que les deux hommes ont jugfe «dfeosifo. Au 
cours de la confference de presse qui ddrurait le 55feme sommet 
franco-alkmand, Tun et l’autre ont affirmfe leur convergence de vues 
sur «tous les dossiers]*, soulignant «le sentiment de forte entente* et 
«i’excellent dimat* de leur rencontre. 

Chiffres. Les prix ft la consomxnation en France out augmentfe de 
03% en mars, aprfes une hausse de 0,2% en ffevrier, selon Tindice 
dfefinitif de Tlnstitut national d'fetudes statistiques (INSEE). De son 
cOtfe, k cbdmage a augmentfe de 0,4% le mois dernier, repassant 
an-dessus de la barre des 2,5 millions de sans emploi, a annonefe 
fegalement avant-faier le mimstfere franqais du Travail. 

Mandela. Le vice-prfeadent du Congrfes national africain (ANC) a 
acceptfe de se rendre ft Dublin en juillet prochain, ft Tinvitation du 
parlement Man dais. Nelson Mandela, qui avait fetfe fait dtoyen 
(fhonneur de la capitale de TEIRE en septembre 1988, alors qn’3 
fetait toujours en prison, devrait offidellement recevoir cette distinc- 
tion entre le ler et Ie 3 jiriUer. 

Direct. Salman Rushdie. 1’fecrivain britannique auteur des “Versets 
Satamqnes”, a accordfe vendredi sa premifere interview en direct 


renoncerait pas 
ks menaces. 


Slda. Le directeur de ^'Organisation mondiale de la Sank (OMS) a 
cstimfe jeudi ft Genfeve que le nombre de personnes infectfees par k 
virus du sida Hans le monde fetait compris entre 6 et 8 millions, dont- 
environ 600.000 malades. Le Dr Hiroshi Nakajima a indiqufe que la 
maladie progressait encore en Afrique et dans quelques pays a’ Ask 
du Sad-EsL 
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St rau geways. La plus longue mutincrie de l*histoire pfenitentiaire 
britannique s’est achevfec mercredi sqir ft Manchester (nord du pays) 
par la reddition des dnq demiers matins de la prison de Strangeways. 
Aprfes avoir patientfe 25 jours, les autoritfes britanmques avaient 
rhnngfe cTattitude le mfeme jour, en dfeddant d'utiliser la force pour 
reprendre le oontrdle de l’fetabhssernent. 150 gardiens en tenue 
anti-femeute avaient repris dans la matinfee les Dfttiments dfevastfes, 
obHgeant les rirfeductibles ft se rfefugicr sur le toit de la chapeDe. La 
mutmerie aurait fait deux victimes, dont un gardien, dfecfedfe le 5 avril 
'd’une crise cardiaque. 

Dfamumt. Le diamant de 24 carats “Lune de Baroda”, qn’ avait portfe 
Marilyn Monroe pour faire la promotion du film “Les Hommes 
mfefferentks Blondes” a atteint le prix de 297.000 dollars jeudi ft New 
York au cours tfune vente aux enebferes de Christie's. La somme 
attemte a nettement dfepassfe les 120.000 dollars, anxquek Ie bijou 
avait fetfe estimfe. 
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Rapport de la Banque mondiale 

La Medtterranee quasi sinistree 


Mlrafi cfi en voie de snrpenplenient, le bassin m&titerra- 
sa fiea dsmsA doocement mais sfirement one rfigkm 
Mglqiement smistrfie, sdon an rapport comnran dela 
faqiag ssondufe et de la Banque enropfienne d’itms* 
tBSseameiai, qni plaSde en foveor d’an programme d’ac- 


«Le moment est venu de faire 
plns», a plaids le 20 avriJ ft Rome 
1’nn des responsables de la Bas- 
que mondiale. S’exprimant ft 
1’occasion de la presentation d’un 
rapport conunun k son institution 
et a la Banqne europftenne <Tm- 
veftissement (BEI), Thierry 
Baudon s’est montri vokrataire- 
ment alarmiste: la degradation 
ficologique, dont est victime le 
bassin ffigdftenan&n, va inex- 
orablegsent eotraver le dfive- 
loppement £conomique des pays 
do scd et de Test de cette region 
dn znosde. 

Le document fait le point de 
deox ann&s d’6tudes et offre, il 
est vrai, un constat plntdt in- 
quifitant de la situation nature lie 
de la MfiditerTanfie. Environ 
650.000 tonnes de pfitrole sent 
dfiversfies annoellement dans la 
mer, peut-on notamment lire, 
soit plus de dix-sept fois le 
volume perdu par l’Exxon Valdez 
en Alaska, qui constitue pourtant 
a ce jour La plus grande catas- 
trophe gcoiogique survenue aux 
Etats-Unis. La pollution et la 
sorexploitation des resso dices de 
la M&fiterranfie, estime encore le 
rapport, out rfiduit de 80% les 
bancs de poissons en certains 
endroits. 

Par aiilems, les marais, vfirit- 
ables reservoirs biologiques, dis- 
paraissent rapidement. Les 
reserves <f eau douce s’£poisent et 
80% des bassins finvianx soot 
poflnfis. Les villes cdtteres, qui 
phis est, pnxhnsent chaque jour 
on million de mitres cubes de 


La pollution de 1’eau, la dis- 
port tion des terres agricoles sous 
la pression de 1’nrbanisation, la 


pression 

destruction des sites... anroot des 
effete nfigatifs sur le dftveloppe- 
ment 6conomiqne des pays dn 
sud et de rest dn bassin 
m6diterran6en, assurent 6gaie- 
ment les experts des deux institu- 
tions. «Nomhre d'industries out 
besoin d'eau pure et la dfipollu- 
tion coftte trfcs cher>, a notam- 
ment soolignfi Thierry Baudon. 
L’indnstrie dn tourisme, trts im- 
portante dans phirieurs de ces 
pays, repose sur on patrimoine 
nature 1 qu’il Eaut considfirer com- 
me «une ressource non renouvel- 

able», a-t-fl poursuivi. 

Si les 'pays dn nord, Espagne, 
France et Italie, restent les prmri- 
paux fauteurs de troubles dans la 
pollution de la mer mfiditerTaiifie, 
le pile risque de rfisnlter de la 
pression demographique dans les 




mm 


mm* 


SEZrMOl MON FRANCA IS 




\v -La V.. 

Paradis perdu 


Ave Egaria! 


J'ai tardfi k te dficrire la deraidre partze de ma ballade 
dans le pays (Azraq et chateaux), parce que ce que j’ai k 
dire n’est pas agitable et il me coflte cher de critiquer ce 
pays. Je crois tout de mfime avoir le devoir de le faire, pour 
ia raison meme de mon attache men t profond k cette terre. 

Azraq est un choc. Nficessitfi oblige, on pompe son eau 
pour fournir la ville d’ Amman et celle de Zarqa. On n*y 
voit plus que deux petits lacs, deux piscines. Les rares 
pabmers qui survivent ne sont pas entretenus et la vue qui 
se prfisente k nos yeux, en regardant par les fenfitres de La 
belle forteresse noire, est simplement rfivoltante: un 
village, qui a poossfi n'importe comment, fails de b&tisses 
en ciment, avec les fers de la charpente qui se tendent 
dfisespfiremment vers le del, comme pour demander 
pardon et pitifi d’etre si laids. 


Ce village remplace le dfilicieux groupe de maisonnettes 


toutes blanches des Chichans, qui vivaient k Azraq dans le 
temps. Ces habitations fitaient ravissantes et ajoutaient une 
note charmante au paysage. Leurs portes et fenfitres 
fitaient bleues et vertes. Quelle nostalgje! 

Lawrence d' Arable avait dfifini le lieu “Azraq the 
remote, the luminous silky Eden” (Azraq lointaine, 
paradis de lumifire soyeuse). 11 faudrait aujourd’hui tra- 
duire Eden par “paradis perdu”. Azraq lointaine pour 
Lawrence qui venait de si loin, lointaine pour moi, dans 
mon souvenir. 

J’fitais fiUette et nageait dans cet immense paradis 
aquatique, fait de lacs profonds et transparents, oft les 
roseaux cachaient des centaines de nids d’oiseaux palns- 
tres. J'entends encore le bruit que faisaient les baffles 
blancs en s'y dfiplagant ft la recherche de roseaux plus 
tendres: un remous, un clapotis, quand les sabots des 
anirnau^ sortaient de l'emprise de la boue, poor s'y 
enfonc de nouveau, et le froufroutement des feuifles qui 
cfidaiei.. au passage des flanc oppulents des bfites. Le tout 


enveloppe par la chaleur humide et odorante du lieu, 
u le s< 


Tai le souvenir si present et vif d’un jour oft, prfitc ft 
plonger dans l’eau profonde, en me tenant debout sur des 
roseaux couches, j’ai glissfi et mon pied s’est enfonefi dans 
5e Iimon du fond. Le premier mouvement de dfigofit fipeuifi 
a vite laissfi la place ft une sensation extremement agrfiable: 
cette boue avait une consistance... erfimeuse? soyeuse?... 
Aucun adjectif que je oonnaisse ne dficrit avec prfidsion la 
qualhfi de cette car esse. Plusieurs annfies plus tard, j’ai 
retrouvg la mfime moDesse tendre et tiftde dans le creux dn 
bras d'un homme. 

Il faudrait confier Azraq aux so ins d’un architecte des 
jar dins, pour qu'il puisse lui rendre une dignity et une 
beautfi perdues mais encore possibles. 

Je co nf esse ne connaitre la reserve qu’on y a erdde que 
par entendu dire et par le peu que nous montre la 
television. Je n'ai pas eu le courage de m’y rendre. Cest 
sftresient un lieu ti^s important pour preserver la faune du 
pays, mais avec la conscience moderne de 1'dcologie, on 
pourrait tout de meme faire mieux. J’ai ri\t d'un pare 
national sans fils barbelds et anssi grand que le territoirc 
jordanien. La collaboration de toute la population serait 
necessaire et utile, mais fl faut que tout le monde se rende 
cosnpte de son importance. 

A ce propos, nous avons la chance d’avoir une migration 
de perruches, qui nous viennent dlrak. Amman pourraft 
etre une ville connue pour cette caractdristique charmante. 
On fait toils les efforts possibles pour les ddrimer. On les 
attrape, en basse ville on les voit s'attrister et perdre leurs 
plumes dans des cages trap petites, oft elies sont entassdes 
les uses sur les autres. Personne ne proteste. Pourquoi ne 
pas les aider ft vivre en tibertd dans nos arbres, pour la joie 
de tout le monde? Ce ne sont que des details, mais e’est 
avec des petites briques qu’on constrnit des grattedel. 

Il faut surtout que nous nous mettious en tfite que le pays 
‘ oft nous vivons est notre mafaon, tandis que nous avons 
tendance ft user du pays comme d’un hfltej: s’il y a le toit 


qui conle, on se plaint, jnais il ne nous viendra jamais ft 
idre 


1’ esprit de pren 
dommage. 

Je suis triste et un peu fftebde. 
. Vale Egeria! 


un pen de plfttre et de rdparer le 


ddchets soiides, dont one partie 
se retrouve en mer. 550 tonnes de 
r&idus de produits ctmmqacs de 
traitement poor 1’ agriculture 
viennent s’y ajouter chaque 
ann6e. 


pays dn sud mais ausa de la paztie 
orientate dn bassin. La popula- 
tion devrait en effet y doubter, 
did 35 am, passant -de 82 mil- 
lions actueBemeol ft qnelqne 370 
en Tan 2025. 

Le manque de prise de amsd- 
ence des dangers de la part dn 
public demeure l’un des 
prindpaux ft toute action 
cTenvergure, scion les spd- 
dalistes. 


Tout en dzessant ce sombre 
bilan, les deux banques se propo- 
sent de venir en aide aux pays 
concentes pour 6tabhr des projets 
de sauvegarde de renviroanc- 
ment ou des programmes de 
(tepoQution. Hies envisagent en 
outre de consaorer une part orob- 
sante de leurs piftts traditionnels 
(4 milliar ds de doOais par an) an 
financement de ce type d’action. 


En mati&re de prevention, te 
cofit est relativement foible, 
finandbrement, mais 6tev£, poh- 
tiquement, tandis que les opera- 
tions de d^xdlution sont bars de 
prix maw sans probtenK sur te 
plan politique (...). 11 font trouver 
un ^mlibre entre les deux>, a 
ainsi fait remarquer Thierry 
Baudon. 


La Banqne mondiale, la BEI et 
avec eOes 1’Agence des Nations 
Umes pour lie De vdopp cment 
(PNUD) a in s i que la CEE se sont 
(Tores et (tejft mtes prfitesft fadli- 
ter le financement de projets €co- 


logiques. Les experts de ces difiE6- 
rents orgamsmes intexnationaux 
tablent sur des subventions 
snttels de 5 ft 6 nuDiards de 


potei 

dolla 


~) liar s rhtn* les dnq prochaines 
amides. (D’apifts agences) 


Marche du ler. juin 

50.000 personnes 
atteiidiies * 


Rrfei de 50.000 pe r sonae * fevor- 
ablesft ta paix entre Israti et les 

FtiCStUUSnS, p^ -i «TTiwy y|f tf fy hom- 

bks de retigkn et des peraoim! ^ 
tfaintimia»i( » afes,dev rah aBt pai ti- 
aperda ler an 5 jiso ft la “marche 
pom h paix en Palestine”, qui 

a m hiri nn ng de idler Annum ft 

Jdrusatem. Cette manifestation 
doit marquer le 25ftme 
amtivenaire de h eaene Srsbo- 
israakane de 1967, nntsnimmt 
<la dmfe de la ViDe Sauxto, a 
prfdsft le week-end dernier Mdal 

S nMit i an , responsable de la seetjon 

jordanierae dn Countd arabo- 
amfricaiw contire h d hcrimiiMitio ii, 
de la maitfae. 

L’eutrepnmenr jordanien s’est 
niontxd confiaut dans h rtosske (fe 
ee projet sans pr6c6dea t , Honour 
bmt I’espoir que lea Isiafiiens 
seront la mardie atteindre son 
objectif dans Jerusalem oocqde>. 
Les prinenwax tb&mts de cette 
m anifes t a tions, a-t-0 dit, Aanxt 
d£mofitioa da mnr de peur et 
(Tbostilite entre les Arabes et 
braa», et la vokntd de mettre an 
point nn ri^kaneut n6god£ dn 
eonflit. 

Le Comitd a par aillenvs invite 
Yasser Arafat ft pre ndre la tftte de 
la marcbe, rat indiqne mereredl ft 
Tank les prodxes do cfaef de 
FOLP. 


Portrait de I'acteur Gerard Depardieu 

Le voy ou de charme 
du cinema fran^ais 


A 41 ans, G4rard Oepardko afftehe d£jft pins de 
soixante films- Une carriftre, ft peine commaicte, qn’B 
n’aurait jamais imaging an dftbnt des annftes I960. 
Amdes de vagabondage, de chaparde et de coop de 
poing... 


La cnidit£ subversive du voyou 
des “Valsemes”, la faconde de 
Cyrano, la fougue de Danton, la 
brutalite inspitee de Rodin, 1’am- 
bigrfte de Tartuffe... Avec une 
soixantaine de tounrages ft son 
actif en meins de 13 ans de 
carriftre, Gdrard Depardieu s’est 
pea ft peu fnssd an toot premier 
rang. Comddien frangais tetkhe- 
de cette fin de stede, 0 sddnit les 
publics de tons Ages, de toutes 
engines sodales. 

Personne, partienliftrement 
Depardieu, n’aurait pa hmgfnw 
une telle carrtere dans les amides 
1950. N6 en 1948, en province, le 
petit Gdrard se retronve an sezn 
(Tune famine tifts panvre. «On ne 
mangeait de la viande que les 
-premiers jours dn mois, quand 
tombatent les allocations fami - 
hales», se souvient-fl. Ses pa- 
rents: on pftre bovenr et nne mftre 
continueDement enceinte. «Je I’m 
toujours comine avec te ventre 
plem, ce gros ventre qni prenait 
toute la place dans nn apparte- 
ment aux piftces trap 6troites», 
raconte Gftrard Depardieu. 

Sa jeunesse devient vite tnrnnl- 
tneuse. A 12 ans, il commet sa 
pre t nte re fugue. Puis e’est Ten- 
grenage: il vagabonde, chaparde. 


on encore la bosse de “Jean de 
Florette”, sigud Qande Beni. 

Avec brio, 3 se giisse dans la 
pean dn gangster impitoyable, dn 
chantenr de rock plaqnd 7 >ar la 
femme de sa vie, dn rfast an t, dn 
parancniaqiie, qm se tranefae te 
sere nn soir de crise... DrAle on 
pathdtique, pitoyable on magnifi- 
que, Depardieu reste le mftme, 
avec ses dpaules de hitteur, sa 
gueule de “paysan-acteur”, ses 
tatonages inddldbiles. 

Tons les grands rdalisateurs le 
foot toumer: Truffaut (“Le Der- 
nier Mdtro”), Vigne (“Le Retner 
de Martin Gnerre), Blier 
(‘Tenne de Soirde”), Pialat 
(“Police”), Bemeix (“La Lime 
:dans le Canivean”), Santet 
(“Vincent, Frangois, Paul et les 
Autres”), Tdchind (“Barro- 
co”)... Les findastes dtrangers, 
fids Bertolucci, Ferreri, Wajda, 
Comendni, font appel ft Ini. 
Rdcemment, 3 a mdme tournd en 
Inde, sons la direction de SatyAjit 
Ray. DepacMeu a anssi pris le 
risque de travaSler pour des rdaK- 
sateurs rdputds diffidles, comme 
Alain Resnais (“Mem Onde 
d’Amdrique) et Marguerite 
Doras (“Le Cannon”). 

L’actenr est servi par des dons 



devient chef de bande, joue les 
tenreors ft coups de poings. ft 
coups de chaEne de vdk). Jusqu’ft 
ce jour de 1965, oft on lui coofie 
on rdle dans un court ntetrage de 
Roger Leenhardt, “Le Beatnik et 
le Minet”. Depardieu a 17 ans. 11 
ddcouvre le piaisir de joner, efde. 
nouveaux copains, jeunes comd- 
(fiens, qui l'entrainent sur les 
planches dn cafd-thdAtre. 

11 toume son demri&me film en 
1971. Cest Tdoorme sneefts des 
“Vakeuses”, de Bertrand Blier. 
La critique, unamme, salue «de 
nouveau voyou de diarme du 
entema frangais*, et M’acteur te 
plus dou6 de sa g6n6ratkm*. Dfts 
lors, submerge de propositions, 
Depardieu s’investit totatement 
dans les penonnages tea phis (fi- 
vers. 

11 catnpe les “pauntes”, tes 
violents, les desaxifis, tes tragi- 
qnes, tes comiques. D endosse 
avec la mfene aisance Tumfonne 
(TofGder de spafais dans “Fort 
Saganne” (T Alain Coraeau, la 
combinaison matelassfee du dres- 
seur de dogues, dans “Les 
Cbtens” de Jessna, la blouse de 
tjijn ir gw Ame fe film de Bnnffin 
“Sept Mbits sur Ordonoance”, 


pr6cieux. Et d'abord, une 
mfenoire dtoonante: 3 lit one 
sente fois on texts de phisieurs 
pages et te sah ddjft par cceoir. 
Cest un bourreau de travail, un 
boulimiqne de toumages, qui 
adore Ire aventnres artisti q ues. 
Taat cefles que reprksenteot les 
c han ge men ts d'empkas etde reg- 
istres, que celles qu'imptiqucnt la 
confiance qu*3 accorde ft des met- 
teurs en scftne inoonnns. 

A 41 ans, GArard Depardieu a 
dftjft deniftre hn nne carri&re ex- 
ceptionnelle. Loin d’fitre time, 
sans donte. Mais 3 reste 6gal ft 
hti-m&ne. Ennemi des confor- 
mianes professionneis, foyant te 
“monde", et surtout cehri du 
“show biz” qu’il exftcre, il vit ft 
T6caxt, an milien de sa famine.; 
Avec sa femme, Elisabeth, et ses 
deux enfants, Julie et Guillaume. 
Sa maisoo de Chatoo, pris de 
Park, re ten tit des Achos (Tbom^r- 


iques agapes, cojaeus^meot ano- 
sAes, avec tes copains qui lai sont 
aussi necessaries que l’oxygftne; 
«Malgte te temps et la bouKurs, 
iance-t-fl, on ne pent pas changer 
tes rayures dn zftbie». ’ 


Pkrre-AIbert Lambert. 


La mort du saxophoniste Dexter Gordon 


Un monument du jazz 


A la fin de chaque mor- 
i Gori 


ceau, Dexter Gordon, 
quand il jouait sur scftne, 
saluait son public en indi- 
nant la tfite en tenant son 
saxophone tfinor ft I’hor- 
izontale et en l’filevant de- 
vant lui comme one 
ofirande. Cfitait sa marque 
de fabrique, un signe de 
reconnaissance avec les 
SDBCtatems. 

Sumommfi “Long Tall” 
en raison de son mfitre 
quatre vingt djx, Dexter 
Gordon, dficfidfi mercredi ft 
Fhiladelphie d’un cancer du 
larynx, fitait nfi ft Los 
Angeles 3 y a 67 ans. FBs 
d'un mfideon, qui conqrtait 
Duke Ellington et Lionel 
Hampton parmi ses pa- 
tients, ce fbu de musique fat 
nne rfivfilation prficoce. 
D’abord ft la darinette, puis 
an saxo alto, avant qu’il 
adopte le tfinor. A 20 ans, il 
avait dfijft joufi dans les 
dubs kx»ux, puis avec les 
plus grands musadens du 
jazz, commenqant dans les 
big bands, comme cdui de 
Lionel Hampton, avec te- 
quel il resta trens ans, ou 
encore ceux de Louis Arm- 
strong et Billy Ec tatine . 

Dans les asmfies 1940, 3 
partidpe ft la grande aven- 
ture au “Bebop”, lancfie 


par Lester Young et Charlie 


Parker. Cest alors que se 
forge le style de Gordon, fl 
se toume alora vers de pe- 
tites formations, jonant 
no tamm ent en sextet avec 
Parker et Miles Davis. In- 
stallfi soit ft Los Angeles, 
soit ft New York, 3 multi- 
plie les enregistrements 
avec le premier, mais ansa 
avec les trompettistes Dizzy 
Gillespie et Fats Navarro. 

Dexter Gordon connaitra 
cependant des jours som- 
bres d am tes aimfies 1950, 
dans la fbulfie de la baisse 
de popularitfi du <c Bebop”. 
Le musteien passera mfime 
deux ans dans une prison de 
Cahforme pour une affaire 
de drogue. En 1962, 3 quit- 
te son pays natal pour Paris. 
H passera 14 ans en Europe, 
d'abord en France, puis au 
Danemark, dam les nriheux 
de musidens de jazz exilfis. 
Ceux-lft mfime qui ont in- 
anrfi au rinfiaste fianqais 
Bertrand Tavernier le film 
“Round Midnight” 

En 1960, Dexter Gordon 
avait fait du thfifttre et com- 
rnencfi ft enregistrer une 
sfirie d'albums avec le 
cfil&bre label de jazz Blue 
Note. Il en enregistrera 
dnq, de 1961 ft 1965, dont 
“Dexter Gordon”, qui flhis- 
tre la diversitfi de son st^e. 
Parmi les autres disques do 


saxophoniste, on se doit en- 
core de cater “Long Tall 
Dexter”, “Our Man in 
Paris", “Go”, “Homecom- 
ing", “A Swinging Affair", 
“Swiss Nights" ou encore 
“More than you Know". 

En 1987, Dexter Gordon, 
xentrfi aux Etats-Unis 11 
ans phis tOt, est te premier 
m usjae n ft fitre sfilectioonfi 
par les miheux du dnfima 
d ’Hollywood pour I’Oscar 
da meilleur acteur dans 
“Round Midnight”, qui 
fivoque ramttifi entre un 
Parisien passionnfi de jazz^ 
et nn musicien amfiricain. 

Le film de Bertrand 
Tavernier, dfidifi au piamste 
Bud Powell et ft Lester 
Ypang, est anssi semi-auto- 
biographique pour Gordon. 
Le saxophoniste, qui prfite 
sa longue sUhouette et sa 
voix rauque ft un person- 
nage de musidtm ravagfi par 
Talcool et la drogue,' se ffiH- 
dtera de Vavoir toumfi. 
«Cest Tapogfie de ma vie», 
dfidara-t-3. 

En raison de ses ennuis 
de santfi, Dexter Gordon ne 
se produisait phis sur sefine 
depuis quelques annfies. XI 
venait de firrir te touznage 
d’un nouveau film “ Awakn- 
ings”, avec Robert de Niro 
etRobin WBliams, quand la 
mort fa emportfi. 


TELEVISION 


DIMANCHE 


17h20 - "Astern et la Snprae de 

Cfisar" (S): dema amm£. Lcs swo- 
tsrea (TAsterix ct OWfix, in£d&c& 
btes OwJqb. _ 

IThSS - Do ChiBres Acs Ltfow 


Si5 


- L’Erote des Fans, antafe 
Martin. 

- Le Journal. . 

19615 - Aajomtffaa as 'Fmxe: 
cult m cl. 


LUND* 


17h59 - “La 7fanc Coaptffm » 
Clan de Lane”: fifan. Safe: des iaftar- 
mfnahw aventnres de Fie*re;hfe% 
ct Jean Lefcbvre, suild&tsnerilK deb 
d eioatcac guerre in o n d fa w ! — 

19h00 - Le Jooraai - . . . 
19615 - Magazine sportif bebdoaa- 
dahe. 


MARD1 


18h00-‘‘Ulyae*u Pays dei Merrcii-- 
les”: ks aventores eTagd uaffe Bt , bq 




Des Onffies et desLetaec 
jeu. . . . . 

I8h30 - “L'Ajppart”; sitcom 1 h 
avec Roger Pierre. 

- Le Jcairaud. 

19615 - Afijoartflnn ear Jonfeme: 

Saleh Matfi. 


MERCRL1H 


18bW - LaVaBseen Carton (5). on 
rhktoire roqnmc6e de to rhartfra ac 
fo rwine portugzbe Loda dr San. 
19M0 - Le JovraaL 
19hl5 - Oompacteamde TAlaae: 
doenmeotaire sur Patome et scstCae- 
ttens cfamnqbes... 


JEUDI 


EXPOSITIONS 


Ma thfomtiq ue en Mftditerranfie. Pifitfie par le mnsfie 
d’histoire de MarsefQe, Texpositiou se composent de pan- 
neaux retra^ant l’aventure des maths depuis tes tabiettes 
babylomezmes jusqu’au thfioxfime de Fermat (numfiration, 
thfiorie des nombres, Equations algfibriques, gfiomfitrie, astro- 
uomie...). 

Cndre i!ulliiid fraagds, dernier Jour ce tlluiauLhe 29 avriL Ertrtt Bw. Tft 
636445. 


CINEMA 


17M0 - "MoBerissinio” (3): i 

tTinsKOTc de Fiance, res par mi en- 
fant de 10 ans, en cua apn g m e de 
Mdfifarc 

18U0 - Des Qn£bres et desLeUm: 


Cosmos. La Tene, le SoteS, la Lune... ont fitfi et restent des 
sujets de petpfitnelles observations, de questionnement. En 
tfimoigne cette exposition, en forme dTiistoire des representa- 
tions bumaines de 1’univers, de l’Antiquitfi ft nos jours. 
Centre cdtnd Ifepb, fe 2 re 13 maL loregmdoa nerend. 


Gnfen 4 ‘Bear”. Le centrecaL- 
tarel firangais prfisente an jnois de 
mai trens longs mfitrages ifiafisds 
par de jeunes arabes de France. 


jen. 

1030 - La Chance m Chumc 
emtodtwi de vaxteofis franQases, »- 
m£s par Pascal Scmai.Jsrntie: Aaay 


19M5 


Le Joaxn&L 
Vattetfs franpases. 


Femtnre. Les artistes jordamens Adnan Yihyia, Ghada 
Dahdaleh, Larisa Najjar, Mohammed Samara et Rula Al- 
Shakeiri, prfisentent tears demifires toOes. 

Centre des rr" 1 * 1 ™ de h Fondatkn Shram (Shari a nl), dn 8 mai an 7 
jidn. Ourert tons ks jours, suf le 


“Le Thfi au Harem d’Ar- 
dtimftde”, de Mebcfi Charef, 
avec Kader Bookfaanef et Rfinri 
Martin (1986). Cfaroniqtie tTune 
banKene paristenne ordinaire, oft 
s’affrontent pins que ne se 
cdtaient misfires fomsaise et im- 
migrfie. 

Centre critsml franpris, bndi 7 mai i 
20U0 (en francab, sms-tltri en 
arabc). 


•■bSU 


VENDREDI 


CONFERENCES 


Graffiti dans le Wadi Rom. Professeur ft llnstitut d’anth- 
ropologie de 1’univeratfi de Florence (Italie), Edoardo de 
Boizatti prfisente l’fitat de nos connaissances sur tes inscrip- 
tions humaiues, qui ornent les rochers du Wadi Rum, dans le 
sud-est jordanien. 

YWCA (dfcM Arana, tnUbm carte), sraedi 5 mai i 19M0. Entrfe Hbre. 


Cinfi-dub. Programme non 
communiqafi pour la dn 

29 aval an 5 mai. Renseigne- 
ments an 603901. 

Rente de r ra d i osM de Jonbak. 
a dndte aprts rhMd Jfe«- 
pnh pwallw i g snehe. Le 
se tram A env hre 308 
■r la nrehe de h rente. 


17fa20 - “Sf ba sti e n psnni lea Kom- 
mes" (1): Sm de Cfefle Aubiy, avec 
Mehdi, Claude Girand et Lonhe 
Mariem. Unelettre vfent bookvertex 
la vie cTon homme et de sa fiaa cfc 
ette lui apprend qu’il estlephretDa 
enfant, Sfbastien, dont u id 
toot.. 

19fa00 - Le Journal. 

19M5 - Portraits: doemnentiure snr 
les femmes dans le monde du travail 
Cette semaine: la brodmoe. 


ignore 


SAMEDI 


17h36 - Le Monde est 1 Vouc 
fonsskm anhfee par Jacques Martin. 
Invitfie: Anny Confe. 

19M0 - Le Journal 

19fcl5 - Ajoardlmi en France: 

docatncutaire cultureL ] 



Mots croises 


ABC DEFGHIJ 



BorizantaluiKnt. . 

1: poor dfpartager. 2s pronota 
peraooad; lean gneque. 3: rfip- 
rouv6 par la mrarafe. 4; reqmme. 5: 
pour le Q et ks aagmEes. ft refus 
reglak; interjection. 7: feute. 8: 
mesure; 100 m2. 9; sp£dnMtfi; 
satellite de la Tene. 10s coupe te 
petit bras; tipoqnes. 


Vertfcatenent 


A: dies vive&t 8 Test da Rhm. B: 
sans te son; tente. C: c hap e aux k 
deuxpointes. D* toujours. E: ripri- 
manoe; article. Vi fimt partie des 
ftpreuves de gynmastique. G: co- 
pater, re$oit tebuttetin de vote. H: 

pea; brtmer. J: instruments de 
musique. 


IS M s ti w Ja wmahr pnetahse) 

Sohttioa de bt gride JV. 7; 


1: coloration. 2s toanrical. fts rfl; 
branter. 4t traaera. St un; gh. ts 
la; stensge. 7: armies; le. 8: ir; 
mite. 9: Rd; set. If: peterent. 


Vertteolement. 

At drenteire. Bs ONU: more. Ct, 
la. D: ombrageuse. Et rim; le R 
acacias; se. G; tant; mer. Hi 
fitt. 1: iriger. Jt rate; esL 


LE SAVIEZ-VOUS 


DDTEKES LA MORT. Certaines perao nn es an sen3 de la mort j i 
parytennent ft la (fiffirer brifivement par la scale vokratfi de tedr-' 
esprit, sekxa nne itnde faite par des cherchenrs californiens anprfesde ; 
plnsjeors nrilHers de sujets. Les risuhats de leiir enqoftte mootrem 
ainsi que la mortaliti des hommes juifs chute de 24% juste avast lai 


amsi que m moraine aes nonnnes juus enure ae 24% juste avast ta $ 
P&qne jtrive, poor angmenter d’autant dans la semaine qui suit 
calibration. De mfime poor les vieilles femmes dnnoises, dont 
mor taKt fi baisse de 35% avant la ffite annnelle des moissoas et dc'lft" 
pleine fame. $ekm les cherdheurs, ces chiffres snggfirent fortenw*| 
que des hnmains sont capabtes de retarder la mort en attendant wWi; 
occasion psydirdr^iqaemctit importante pour enx et qnH poorrsi 1 '? 
exister une interaction encore inezpiiqafie entre te psydriane et 
bkriogie dans ee domaine. '.s 


P AT MR. Le “Financial Tunes” a dficernfi la semnin* demiire 
president fraasais Frangois Mitterrand le title de mrillewr dirigean^' 
monfitariste, dans tm fir&torial soufignant tes bonnes pez^pectivoT- 
fcononriques de la France eu ce dfimt da amtees 1990. «Goelte orfBF 
(hrigeant d’un grand pays, jatfis prorogue, qui a fitfi te pftus dinxsfi ft^ 
accepter nn taux de chfimage fitevfi afin de dfibarrassex son panite; 
flfian de rinfiation?*, u rt er roge le quotkfien amfiricain. 
ThaUiKT est la r6pos^> qui paraal la pins fividente, mats die n'sst pasr 
la bonne. La pahne du mdlteiir memfitaziste revient ft M. 
rand», assure te journal des unfienx d’afifohes. 


ih-fcLaa - - hi a 
tTO M fliW! FI* o 



La mren iapem en qnaike amps. Mat «vk 
S otattea dn preblhae N, 7: ft»»— 



pnUtee N. 5^ 


B. 7-11; N. 26-12; B. 20-15; N. 31-13; 
B. 11-2; N. 25-18; B. 2d; N. 12.19; b!. 
6-1 5. ; 


Dc7-g3. 
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Jfid she or didn’t 
she? Dig at new 
pyramid solve puzzle 




' By Mmi Mann 

Associated Press 


SOUTH SAKKARA, Egypt — 
More than 4,200 years ago 
Pharaoh Pepy I heard 
rumours that one of his three 
queens was plotting against 
him. He sent Weni the scribe 
to find out 

Weni did. History didn't. 

But now a French-Egyptian 
archaeological team, digging 
and recording a queenly 
pyramid Held 32 kilometres- 
south of Cairo, is on its way to 
writing the final chapter on 
one of ancient Egypt’s most 
tantalising stones. 

"We have mention (in 
ancient texts) of three Pepy 
queens, ana now we have 
three burials,” said 
Bulgarian-born Egyptologist 
Vassil Dobrev, a member of 
the excavation team headed 
try French historian Jean Lee-, 
lant. “As we search on. we’ll 
fine/ the answers . " 

Which was the question- 
able queen? 

Weni went to his grave with 
the secret, leaving a record 
of his investigation that en- 
ded: 7 know the truth . " 

The scribe's silence did no- 
thing to enhance the phar- 
aoh’s reputation. Egyptolog- 
ists remember Pepy I, who 
died in 2255 B.C. after a 
34 -year reign, as a shrewd 
leader who kept Egypt's 
troublesome colonies in tine 
but failed to exercise the 
same hold over the queens of 
his harem. 

The reopened investigation 
has been far from easy. Early 
grave robbers, furious 
peasants revoking against 
the pharaoh's authority and 
generations of stone robbers 
have left few clues intact. The 
pyramids of Pepy's queens 
were so ransacked that res- 


torers work alongside 
archaeolgoists to minimise 
the danger of falling walls. 

Generations of sycophan- 
tic tomb artists depicted 
ancient Egyptian queens as 
perfect mates: Beautiful, sub- 
missive, adoring. 

But Zahi Hawass, director 
of die Pharaohnic Cemeteries 
of Giza and Sakkara to the 
south, said the story of Pepy 
and his allegedly conspirato- 
rial queen shows ancient 
marriages weren’t all picture 
perfect. 

Especially since pharaohs 
had to deal with wives in 
■multiples and in varying 
levels of importance, some 
major queens, some minor. 

A pharaoh's chief queen, 
consort of a god, received 
special privileges, including 
the title “great royal wife.” 
Because of the number of 
fellow royal offspring, a 
young pharaoh-to-be often 
married his sister for a more 
legitimate right to the throne. 

A few queens even man- 
aged to rule Egypt. 

'We can understand the 
queens’ importance by their 
tombs, ” said director 
Hawass. “ The largest was the 
pharaoh's tomb. After all, he 
ruled Egypt. His tomb had to 
show that power.” " But 
directly after his tomb in size 
came the queens ' ’ then the 
princes’, then the nombles' 
and officials'. A cemetery 
easily shows their ranks in 
life . " 

With so much riding on 
successin. allegations of a 
place conspiracy by a main 
queen was taken seriously, 
so seriously that Weni was 
allowed inside the forbidden 
harem to investigate the 
rumours. 

But Hawass said Weni left 
no record of the suspect 
queen's name, referring to 



her only as a " main consort" 
of the pharaoh. 

Until the current expedi- 
tion. the only names of Pepy's 
wives known were those of 
AnktbNes-Meryre I, then when 
she died, Ankh-Nes-Meryre 
II. Both were recorded by an 
official named Khui. who said 
the king married two of his 
family members. It's unlikely 
either sister would have been 
the main queen, however. 
Their blood wasn't royal 
enough. 

So who was Pepy's black 
queen? 

The joint expedition, Just 
ending this season's digging, 
first came in 1965 to south 
Sakkara, site of the 
pyreamids of Pepy I and his 
pharaoh sons Merenre and 
Pepy II. 

Its task was to record the 
fast of the old kingdom's 
great pyramid complexes on 
the edge of a seven-square- 
kilometre stretch of desert 
graves spanning 3,000 years. 
Pepy f's pyramid proved par- 
ticularly important because of 
intricately carved texts of 
spells, rituals and myths de- 
signed ot help propel the soul 
of the dead into the afterlife. 


For two decades 
archaeologists were too busy 
to look for his queens, but by 
1988 high technology was 
available to help in the 
search. Experts combed 50 
acres (20 hectares) of rubble- 
strewn dunes adjacent to 
Pepy's pyramid with ultra- 
sound equipment developed 
in France to locate suitable 
sites for nuclear reactors. 

Soundings monitored by 
technicians from the French 
utility Electricite de France 
pinpointed two good possibi- 
lities. The team started down, 
and out came two queens' 
pyramids. 

Then last year a portion of a 
third pyramid was found, 
wedged between the first two 
and roughly the same size, 
about 20 metres tall. 

Three pyramids. Three 
queens. 

Early this year diggers be- 
gan excavating the third 
pyramid, uncovering pottery 
shards, a chapel, a passage- 
way and finally a disheveled 
burial chamber. 

By the time digging ended 
on March 28, there were two 
important clues that could 
help solve the mystery of the 


accused queen. 

One was the name Nub- 
Unet on wall reliefs,, a queen 
unknown to Egypototogists. 
perhaps the royal wife Weni 
had described. She was 
buried in the pyramid. 

The second clue was an 
empty basalt sarcophagus, 
its lid buried beneath two 
massive boulders that once 
closed the newly excavated 
burial chamber of the middle 
pyramid. 

Egyptologist Dobrev hopes 
the lid, once uncovered, 
might contain the name of the 
queen and something about 
her, but finding out is next 
season's work. 

Meantime, director Hawass 
thinks he knows what Weni 
the scribe left unsaid about 
Pepyp’s queen. 

“Weni bragged that he 
alone investigated and he 
alone knew the truth. He had 
solved the problem. That’s 
where the tale ends. " Hawass 
said. 

“I think Weni told Pepy his 
queen was not guilty, be- 
cause Pepy would never 
have allowed her to be buried 
next to him if she had done 
something so evil." 


Moscow-many surprises 
for the returning Westerner 


By Offrtr Wales 

Reuters 

MOSCOW — Pornography ped- 
lars, rock and roll, advertising, 
traffic jams, wooden Mikhail 
Gorbachev dolls — there is plen- 
ty to shock a newly-returned 
Westerner who knew Moscow as 
it used to be. 

The easiest way to get around 
is no longer the famous metro, 
but by private taxi. 

Yon stand by the road, haQ any 
car with space until one stops, _ 
and negotiate with the driver. A 
few roubles will usually get yon 
where yon want to go. 

Officially, private taxi drivers 
have to register. In practice any 
car owner with time can supple-' 
meat his income. The traffic 
police take no notice. 

In the mid-1970s, however, 
such free enterprise would have 
been considered profiteering, ex- 
ploitation and a serious crime. 

But then many things have 
changed since Gorbachev came 
to power five years ago. 

In the 1970s the 'Western visitor 
would be bombarded with 
“peace” propaganda from the 
moment ne set foot at Shere- 
metyevo airport until his depart- 
ing plane took off. 

Tour guides could talk of 
almost nothing else. Radio, tele- 
vision, the newspapers were full 
of detailed accounts alleging that 
Soviet arms policy was aimed at 
world peace. Western policy at 
world domination. 

Seminars, organised meetings 
with carefully selectee groups of 
Soviet dtiznes, official contacts 
all hammered home the same 


Pesi Cola signs. 

Until, that is, you pass the 
Pushkin Theatre to discover post- 
ers for an adaption of Dostoevs- 
ky’s “The Devils,” a savage 
attack 1 on the 19th-century re- 
volutionaries revered in conven- 
tional Communist history. 

Or pick Up a ma jjffigmg to find 
serialised m it “The Gulag 
Archipelago,” the exiled Alexan- 
der Mlzhemtsyn’s denunciation 
of political persecution under 
Soviet Conrmnnism 

Or stroll down the Arbat 
pedestrian precinct and find 
street theatre openly mocking 
food shortages and Gorbachev's 
reforms, and even poking fun at 
the Soviet leader himself. 

Or stop to listen to a surprising- 
ly skilled Dixieland jazz band, 
earning themselves a few extra 
roubles by entertaining Saturday 
afternoon shoppers in a central 
street. 

Or go shopping at the weekend 
fair at Izmail ovsky Park where 


independent “cooperative” res- 
taurants where the food is good, 
the service sometimes quick and 
the waitresses even smile at cus- 
tomers. 

In the past there were no haw- 
kers selling photographs of near- 
naked women outside metro sta- 
tions, no demonstrations by inde- 
pendent political movements, no 
Russian Orthodox priest 
preaching brief sermons on Sun- 
days on state television. 

There was no rock music on the 
radio, no Olivetti advertisement 
on the dock counting down to the 
mam evening television news, no 
McDonalds hamburger res- 
taurant with queues of hundreds 
waiting outside. 

Bat one change is obvious from 
the moment you leave the air- 
port. The traffic is getting out of 
hand. 

No longer can those lucky 
enough to own a car zip from one 
side of the dty to the other in 20 
minutes through half-empty 


At first glance there seems little immediate 
evidence of die political upheaval since Gor- 
bachev took over, apart from the missing 
slogans and incongruous Pepsi Cola signs. 
Until, that is, yon pass the Pushkin Theatre 
to discover posters for an adaption . of Dos- 
toevsky’s “The Devils,” a savage attack on 
the 19th-century revolutionaries revered in 
conventional Communist history. 


More “peace,” propaganda 
was posted on goiant slogan 
boards at strategic points around 
the Soviet capital. They are all 
gone today, along with the rest of 
th e campaign. 

So have other slogans telling of 
the supposed inevitability of 
world Communism or superiority 
of the socialist system. 

Even the celebrated “Com- 
munism equals Soviet power phis 
the electrmcation of the whole 
country” adorning the antiquated 
power stations on the Moscow 
River have gone. 

At first glance there seems 
little wtwwediati- evidence of the 
tlitical upheaval since Gor- 
took over, apart from the 
mksmg slogans and incongruous 


hundreds of Soviet craftsmen, 
amateur and professional, come 
to sell exquisitely painted palekh- 
styie boxes, trays, pottery, paint- 
ings and ocher handicrafts. 

For 400 roubles ($70 at the new- 
tourist exchange rate) yon can 
buy a set of Russian Matryoshka 
doQs with a difference — first 
Gorbachev, inside him Leonid 
Brezhnev, then Nikita Khrush- 
chev, Josef Stalin and Vladimir 
Lenin. 

None of this could have been 
seen or even imagin ed IS, 10 or 
even five years ago. 

Theatre productions and pub- 
lications were state-controlled 
and censors ruthlessly excised 
any thing critical of the Commun- 
ist system or the leadership. Pri- 
vate enterprise was Kmfawd to 
garden produce at the local* 
market. 

Even Moscow's notoriously 
bad restaurant life has begun to 
change with the opening of a few 


streets even in the middle of the 
day. 

Moscow still has some way to 
go before its traffic jams are 
comparable with big Westers 
cities. But rush hour is now a 
reality, the number of vehicles 
has increased many times over. 

Muscovites are no longer the 
law-abiding drivers they used to 
be. They would not yet feel at 
home in Rio de Janeiro or Rome, 
but they are fast learning to 
weave, creep up traffic lights and 
the other tricks of the aggressive 
dty driver. 

The roads are collapsing under 
the strain, sprinkled with axle- 
shattering potholes. The traffic 
police, once implacable and ubi- 
quitous, cannot cope. 

One thing has not changed. 
Soviet tourists still line up across 
Red Square to file past Lenin’s 
tomb. 

The queue at McDonalds is 
longer. 


Churches 

reopen 

Csottnaed from page 1 

Old Gty with its Muslim and 
Christian quarters.” 

Sabbah, a Palestinian and the 
first Arab to hold the post, said 
the aim was to bring to world 
atte n ti o n to die difficult co-exist- 
ence of Jews and non-Jews in 
Jenmdem. 

“Our duty is to draw this to the 
attention of ail concerned and the 
rest we leave in the h an d s of 
God,” he said. 

Czech 

Czechoslovakian President 
Yadav Havel left brad Friday 
with empty hands, having no 
answer for Palestine leader Yas- 
ier Arafat ar id no guarantee that 
Soviet Jewish immigrants would 
sot settle in occupied lands. 

Havel, the first Eastern Euro- 
pean fender to visit the Jewish 
state since its creation 42 years 
ago, intended Co mediate be- 
tween Palestinian and Israeli 
leaders to push the U.S. peace 
plan forward. 

Arafat, chairman of the Pales- 
tine Libeation Organisation 
(PLO), had asked Havd to tell 
the Israeli g overnm ent that he 
wanted to start negoti ations 
based on the U.S. peace prop- 
osal 

The Israeli government took 
the opport u nity to advance them 
efforts to expand the amn ber o f 
transit points for Soviet Jewish 
immigration. 

Havel showed readiness to 
open a direct air link for the 
i mmi g ran ts between Czechoslo- 
vakia and Israel. However, he 
said he would like an 
assurance that the Sovie t Je ws 
would not settle in occupied 
lands. 

Czechoslovakia would wel- 
come some political guarantee, or 
at feast an expression of bopetmt 
such immigra nts wonld not be 
settled in occupied teiritpn®J» 
Havel told reporters in his 
farewell press conference. 

Avi Pazuer, aide to Prone 
kfimster Yitzhak Shamir said that 

Havel did not ask for guarantees 
when <SjHiwng the possibility of 
CzcdxMlovakia becomin g the 
newest stopover for Soviet Jews. 

“We tofel President Havd of 
our own initiative that only one 
half of one per cent of the nu- 
ogsata go into the territories and 
he was fyfidfed with that,” Pair 
acr told the Associated Press. 


Dark sun in Silesia 


By Bonn Kastory 

KATOWICE, Poland — The 
buildings of Katowice are dark 
grey or Mack with soot, and die 
sun seldom peers through the 
deep layers of polluted atmos- 
phere. ’There are no blondes in 
Silesia,” says a taxi driver as a sad 
joke, “here all is black, even the 
women's hair.” 

The railway station has sunk 
almost a metre into the ground 
over recent years. The same firing 
has happened to the viaducts in 
die centre of the town and to the 
blackened cathedral 

In some parts of the town, 
there are buildings now three 
metres lower than the levels on 
which they were buflt. Under die 
town, the earth trembles. Lime 
peels from and falls. Wa- 

ter and other pipes burst and 
railway tracks oend and twist. 

These are the tribulations of a 
mining town which is the provin- 
cial capital of Silesia, an indust- 
rial region in southern Poland. 

Every year, thousands of let- 
ters complaining about mining- 
induced damage reach the gov- 
ernment commission responsible 
for assessing chums. Most are 
very much like that of Roza 
Paczynska who wrote: T was 
terrified when I noticed deep 
cracks in the walls of my house. 
Through the crevices I ccmld hear 
the machines working. The vibra- 
tions deep in the ground caused 
the cracks to get deeper and 
deeper.” 

Katowice, as well as the rest of 
Upper Silesia, lies above rich 
Brants of coal. Although the xe- 
non constitutes only a small per- 
centage of Poland’s land area, it 
produces 90% of its coal This 
coal has become the curse of 

Silesia. . .. 

The Polish economy is mgfuy 
d qieywfent on coal, instead of 
developing high-tech industries 
based on brain power, the Stalin- 
ist industrial model concentrated 
on mineral extraction and heavy 

industry. , , 

To get the coal out raster, a 
new method — extraction “by 
collapse” — was devised. Large 
horizontal tunnels are dug inside 
the coal bed and the coal layers 
allowed to collapse. 

Above ground, quakes dretroy 

buikfings everywhere m Silesia. 
In Bytom, in the north west , 
2 JJQ 0 bmkfings have been dam- 
aged over the last few years. 
Among them are the opera 
house, the post office, several 
schools and hospitals. The mayor 


of the town could put his whole 
fist through a deft m the wall of 
his town hall office. 

Twenty years ago, about 100 
minio n tonnes of coal were de- 
liberately left intact under Kato- 
wice for safety reasons. But not 
for long. The policy was aban- 
doned and huge mining machines 
passed twice under the dty, each 
time stripping off a 3 metre layer 
of coal and stone. The empty 
space was filled with sand but tins 
was inadequate and the town 
began to sink. 

But the unruly earth under the 
feet of Silesia’s people is only one 
of their many torments. Silesia is 
also poisoning its people. 

Silesians become ill more 
seriously and more often than 
other Poles, and die younger. 
This is not surprising though the 
former regime tried to suppress 


health in Silesia with the rest of 
Poland. 

According to the Silesian 
Medical Academy, pulmonary re- 
spiratory diseases are more com- 
mon, pregnant women more pro- 
ne to health complications and 
miscarriages a third higher in 
Siesta than elsewhere. 

“People living in Silesia are 
exposed from birth to huge 
amounts of carcinogenic subst- 
ances,” says Professor Ghorazy of 
the Cancer Institute in Ghwice. 
“There are places in Katowice 
region where a kilogramme of 
toxics fall annually on one square 
metre. You can imagine how the 
soil is destroyed. It looks more 
tike blade pease than normal 
soil. No fruit or vegetables should 
be grown here. Everything 
around is cxrataminated.” 

The results are seen in newly 


SILESIA is one of the worst polluted industrial 
areas in the world. Only now that information is 
freely circulating in Poland are the health consequ- 
ences for local inhabitants bring analysed and 
honestly reported. 


such knowledge. Foundries and 
factories burning coal spew 
ms into the air. More than 
of Poland’s air pollution is 
produced by 100 industrial plants, 
most of them in Upper Silesia. 

Arsenic, cadmium, copper, 
lead mercury and hydrocarbons 
are all released into the air in 
quantities m uch beyond permit- 
ted levels. Dust pndpitatioa in 
Katowice is six times the allowed 
norm, ft can reach 35 times the 
safe level Lead exceeds the limit 
by a factor of 200. At least 20 
harmful compounds exceed safe 
limits. 

The former regime c laim ed 
there was no evidence that a 
co a tammtt ed environment nega- 
tively affects human health — an 
assertion which is easily de- 
molished by comparing levels of 


diagnosed cancer cases — at 300 
per 100,000 people a year, it is one 
of the highest in the world. 

Under the new non-Common- 
ist government, remedial action is 
at last being taken. No new plants 
can be opened in Silesia and 
Awixting ones most fit anti-pofln- 
tkm systems. Local environmen- 
talists are developing a monitor- 
ing programme and citizens de- 
mand relocation of schools and 
hospitals out of contaminated re- 
gions. There are demands for 
checks for all Silesians' 
and for food to be imported from 
cleaner parts of Poland. 

But the task is enormous and 
heavily indebted Poland lacks the 
finanaftl resources at govern- 
ment, local factory levels to tack- 
le these problems expeditiously 
— Panos feature. 
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U.S. removes Japan from ‘hit-list’ 


Japanese pleased, 
but war net ever 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Japan 
saw a battk won in not bong 

named an imfeir m erchant hy the 

United States this year, but politi- 
cians and businessmen in both 
countries said the trade war is not 
over. 

Japanese Foreign Minister 
Taro Nakayama said in a state- 
ment in Tokyo on Saturday that 
Japan welcomed tbe U.S. deti- 
sion “as the proper one.” 

“It has been the policy of the 
gove rnm ent of Japan that econo- 
mic issues be twee Japan and the 
United States should be resolved 
through dialogue in the spirit of 
cooperation and joint efforts,” he 


The dispute involves the tough- 
est section of the 1988 trade law, 
known as Super 301. Under the 
Super 301 provision, if intensive 
negotiations aimed at removing 
trade barriers are unsuccessful, 
the president has the power to 
rstahate with higher U.S. tariffs on 
imports from the offending 
country. 

Last year Japan, Brazil and 
India were died under Soper 301. 

President George Bush 
announced Friday that this yeans 
he had decided to cite only India 
as a “priority nation” under So- 
per 301. 

India has steadfastly refused to 
modify Its re s trictive trade poli- 
cies, which are to pro- 

tect domestic industries by mint- 
ing foreign investment and im- 
posing high import duties. 

Ever since India first was 
targeted, the gove rnm ents of Ra- 


jiv Gandhi prime nmnster from 
1984 through 1969, and V.P. 
Singh, who took office last De- 
cember, have maintained that die 
U.S. trade law unfairly peoahsed 
developing nations. 

On Saturday, tbe Indian gov- 
ernment had not yet responded to 
Bush's announcement. 

Bush said he was citing only 
India this year because of that 
couhtry’s refusal to remove its 
barriers to foreign investment 
and foreign insurance companies. 
Bush said Japan and Brazil had 
made moves to open their mar- 
kets. 

But in an editorial Saturday, 
Japan’s nationally circulated Asa- 
hi Shnnbun'said U.S. retaliation 
may still come if Japan can show 
only tittle improvement in open- 
ing its market 

Nakayama promised Japan wfll 
continue to promote good econo- 
mic relations with the United 
States and cooperate m the Uru- 
guay round of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 

But lawmakers in the United 
States were not convinced that 
Bush should have eased tbe 
psessuie on Japan. 

“Letting Japan off the hook is a 
serious mistake and I think Con- 
gress ought to take a look at it,” 
said Sen. Robert Byrd, a Demo- 
crat. Bush is a Republican, but 
Democrats control the U.S. 
Senate. 

The Super 301 provision was 
due to expire after this year, hot 
several members of Congress said 
they planned to push for it to 


Decision strengthens 
Kaifu’s power 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
■ Prime Minister Toshfla Kaifu’s 
.success in avoiding new U.S. 
trade sanctions strengthens his 
shaky hold on power but com- 
mits him to possibly painful 
economic reforms, political 
analysts say. 

U.S. President George Bush 
announced on Friday that the 
United States would not target 
Japan tins year as a nation 
presenting m d ™ - obstacles to 
American trade. He cited re- 
cent Japanese moves to open 
its markets to foreign goods. 

“Bush sent a rescue boat 
Kaifu,” said widely quoted 
political commentators Kiyoshi 
njfana. “Kaifu will be able to 
remain in power as long as he 
keep6 good and sound rela- 
tions with tin Bush administra- 
tion.” 

But Ujima added: “Bush’s 
decision has set Kaifu to work 
harder on Japan’s structural 
reforms.” 

Haifa has waged an energe- 
tic campaign within his faction- 
ridden Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) to prevent 
snumenng trade deputes with 
the United Sates from boiling 
into a trade war. 

Earlier tins month Japan 
promised to reform practices in 
six key business and trade 
areas which Washington says 
at as “structural impediments” 
to foreign trade and invest- 
ment, such as a law restricting 
the opening of big department 
stores. 

In separate talks, Japan 
agreed to open its markets for 
satellites, supercomputers and 
wood products. 

Kaifu told the Japanese peo- 
ple after the reforms were 
announced: “The implementa- 


tion of these measures entails 
difficult domestic adjustments, 
and will possibly be painful.” 

Iljima commented ? “If Haifa 
falls to work out and act on 
drastic reform measures, bi- 
lateral trade relations could 
backfire. This is what Kaifu 
should be most concerned 
about.” 

Haifa faces a barrage of 
vested interests opposed to re- 
form in particular areas, but 
Iljima said he believed die 
prime minister was Gkely to 
succ eed because the reforms 
would benefit most Japanese 


• whatever the political fall- 
oat, analysts say Bush’s deci- 
sion wiD help the Japanese 
economy. 

“It will have a positive effect 
on the economy at least in the 
short term,” an economist for 
a major bank said. “A shackle 
has come off the economy.” 

But be said Japan had not 
assured itself of friendly trade 
relations with the United 
States because Washington de- 
cided each year whether to cite 
nations as unfair traders. 

“We can only say Japan 
escaped this year. We can't say 
what might happen next year,” 
the economist said. 

Kaifu has been trying to use 
progress on trade to strengthen 
his relatively weak political 
position. 

The prime minister cranes 
from the smallest erf the five 
main factions in the ruling par- 
ty and was given fas chance at 
leadership last August because 
all the more likely candidates 
had been embroiled in the re- 
cruit shares-for-favonrs 
scandal. 


f reece hikes prices 


ATHENS. Greece (AP) — The 
sew ly -elected government 
announced drastic price rises, 
higher indirect taxes, mid unhnhed 


ticn, within hours after partus- 
mart gave the conservatives a 
mandate to tackle the affing eco- 
nomy Friday. 

The measures are intended to 
increase state income by 400 W- 
tion drachmas ($2.4 button) tins 
year but will increase the annual 
inflati on rate by 4 per cent. 
National Economy Minister 
George Souffias told jouraatiste. 
Inflation touched 17.8 per cent in 
March. 

“We have readied a dead 
mid,” Souffias said. “Of every 
IK) drachmas the state spends it 
has to borrow 40. This has to 
crane to an end.” 

The public sector deficit is cur- 
rently estimated at $15.2 billioa. 

Premier Constantine Mitsota- 
fcis told paritament shortly before 
winmng a vote erf c o n fiden c e that 
the total public debt would be 
$91.4 bfltion by the end of the 


The c onser v ativ es woo elec- 
tions on April 8, following two 
Enoondusive polls last year after 
right years of Socialis t govern* 


meat. 

Inflatkn-tinked wage increases 
for employees m the pobtic sector 
are to be cut, Souffias said. This 
will mean a wage reduction of 6 
per cent in real terms but wall 
increase state revenue by about 
75 billion drachmas ($457 mo- 
tion), he said. Salaries in tbe 
private sector will not be 
affected. 

An extra 7 per cent surtax on 
company and professionals’ pro- 
fits for this year was also 
announced. 

Fuel prices will rise immediate- 
ly, with super grade gasoline 
going for Zlu drachmas per liter 
(S2.ee per gallon) from 90 drach- 
mas per titer ($2.00 per gallon). 

The three categories off 3, 6 and 
16 per cent value added tax will 
rise to 4, S' and 18per cent. 

Tobacco taxes will rise by 10 
per cent. Taxes on a alcoholic 
beverages, excluding wine, will 
lire by 10-12 per cent. 

Electricity rates wiQ rise by 12 
per cent, postal services by 15 per 
cent, train tickets hy 25 per cent 
and domestic airfares by 25 per 
cent Urban bra fares will rise 
from 25-75 per cent, and the 
system of free rides from 5 a.m. 
to 8 ajn. has been abolished. 


extended indefinitely, thus forc- 
ing tbe administration to face the 
question of targeting Japan in 


Two senators. Democrat Carl 
Levin of Michigan and Republi- 
can Aden Specter of Pennsylva- 
nia, said they planned to imio- 
duce a bill taking away the admi- 
mstration’s discretion over 
whether to target Japan. 

If that provision had bean in 
effect last year, it would have 
applied only to Japan. America’s 
$49- billion deficit with Japan 
accounted for 45 per cent of the 
total U.S. trade deficit of $109 
billion. 

Owen B Leber, president cf tbe 
United Auto Weaken, supported 
a move to limit the president's 
discretion, saying that the admi- 
nistration's decision Friday added 
“insult to injury by reaching the 
preposterous conclusion that 
'Japms suddenly deserves a dean 
MU of trade health." 

But the administration de- 
fended its action, saying that 
targeting Tokyo again would 
have nmfanwned the e ffort s of 
Japanese More Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu to r efor m Us co un t ry’ s 
trade practices. 

The administra tion pledged to 
keep pressure on Japan to five up 
to its co mmi tments including in- 


sharply lower 

NEW YORK (R) — Wall Street 
wilted on Friday under fresh signs 
that U.S. inflation is rising sharp- 
ly, sending stock prices sharply 
lower. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age lost 31.53 points, or 1.2 per 
cent, to 2,645.05. The 30-share 
index slid 50.90 points for the 
week. 

In tiie broader market, 1.071 
stocks fell white only 395 rose. 
Volume on the New York Stock 
Exchange was a tight 130.6 uril- 
fion shares, co mpare d with 14 13 
tmDkni Thursday. 

A rise in prices signalled In 
Friday’s government report on 
first-quarter economic activity 
spurred fears the Federal Reserve 
might force interest rates higher 
to curb credit and tamp inflation. 


Franc-based 
trading bloc 
takes shape 

LIBREVILLE, Gabon (AP) — 
Finance ministers and central 
bank governors from 15 countries 
called Friday for new cooperation 
to free up movement of goods, 
services and capital. 

The officials from African na- 
tions in the so-called Franc Zone, 
whose cunendes are based oo 
the French franc, said a common 
market-type structure could 
boost their economic perform- 
ance. 

French Economics Minister 
Pierre Beregovoy said relaxed 
trade barriers would get the foil 
support of France, calling in- 
creased solidarity anong the 14 
African countries “essential." 

The African countries partici- 
pating in the scan-amnia] confer- 
ence are linked to the franc at a 
fired exchange rate, which has 
enhanced mone tar y stability in 

the group for four decades. 

B ere govo y said solidarity in the 
exd inge rate should be extended 
to unifying markets, opernng new 
avenues for growth. 

The French finance minister 
stressed that the 50-1 ratio <rf the 
group's common currency, die 
African Financial Community 
(CFA) franc, to the French franc 
should remain uncharged. 

The same ration has been in 
effect since the Franc Zone was 
created in 1948. 

The fixed rate keeps tbe CFA 
franc readfly convertible, Bere- 
govoy said inspi ring confideaw in 
those contemplating investment 
in tiie Franc Zone countries of 
West Africa. 

Before they can create a free- 
trade zone, Beregovoy said the 
countries need to t uu mota se and 
stre amline custom s and fiscal pro- 
eedures. Failure to do so could 
brake trade and investment. 

In his address to open the 
con fe rence, Gabonese Resident 
Omar Bongo urged an easing of 
tbe international debt burden oa 
mkkfle-mcome c ountries. Mins- 
ters from the other participating 
nations backed his . 
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Brazil’s Collor plan 
meets growing scepticism 


Ptoweil 


be placed in an agreement 
reached April 5 to attack a broad 
array of s tru ct ura l barriers block- 
ing American and other foreign 
companies from doing business m 
Japan. 



SAO PAULO, BRAZIL — 
Brazil’s daredevil presadeot has 
promis e d Ms mother, warned ab- 
out her son’s love of dangerous 
sports, that we will no longer ride 
motorbikes. 

But those anxious about Fer- 
nando Gottor de McSo’s equally 
high-risk style of ec on omic man- 
agement are stiff in imme n s e, 
concerned tint his anHJiwiitiiM 
plan may be heading for a spiff. 

On March 16, his second day in 
o ffic e , Collor froze most of the 
money bdoa g jng to individnals 
and private co mpan ies for an 
average of 24 months. The aim. 
was to kffl annual inflation of 
nearly 5,000 per cent by starving 
tiie country of cash. 

inA nfrU l iitfi i say that as a re- 
sult of his programme, industry is 
operating at 25 per cent capacity 
in Sao Paulo state, the dynamo of 
tiie Brazilian economy. 

The public, weary of inflation, 
is supporting Collor and accept- 
ing heavy sacrifice. But as die 
weeks pass, experts have become 
sceptical of CnDn’i chaacea of 
success. 

Tbe enormity of Conor's in- 
tervention in tbe economy initial- 
ly took the country’s breath 
away. 

It was “the largest t ransf e r of 
re so u rces from private to public 
sector ever recorded in economic 
history,” according to the Bank 
of Benton’s newsletter BraziL 


The government demanded 
huge sacrifices from the priv ate 
sector and aD eyes are now on the 
gove r n m ent to see whether it 
does its bit by tachfing the central 
cause of inflation , excessive gov- 


detaib of its promised privatisa- 
tion p rogr amm e in industry, in- 
tended to trim the Imge state 
sector winch is about two -thir d s 
of foe economy . 

Some 22 state bodes, such as 
the Brazilian Coffee Institute 
fffiC), have been extinguished by 
Collor, but ********** say the 
savings involved so for are 
modest. 

The latest tkfitk m of t he Id- 

Sao Paulo inchsdes several pesri- 
sristic opinions on foe Conor 
'plan. 

. Political scientist Alexandre 
Banos offers his view that it has a 
40 per cert chance of success. His 
scenario, cons id ered the more 
fikehr, envisages a brand drop in 
employment, violent pro tests, 
hyperinfla tion and a possible re- 
turn to military government. 

Economist CehoMaxtone does 
not rate out the possibility of foe 
plan succeeding, but says it is 
more likely that Brazil wifi follow 
A r ge ntina along tbe path to jpo-- 
fonnd reces s i on and disorganisa- 
tion of the econom y . 

“What remains of private 
wealth frozen in new cruzados 
torn to dust A cbsric hyperinfla- 


tion sets in, leading to apolitical 
and institutional crisis,” said 
Martane. 

Goflor froze the eq uivalent of 
more than $100 bflfion in new 
cruzados in people’s bank 
arxramts and i ntro duced a new 
currency, the cruzeiro. 

Under Coffees’ titan, people 
wffi be affowed to withdraw their 
blocked money in 12 monthly 
m s tahneatt s tarting in S ep tembe r 
1991- 

fin wm>m on thu ami-inflation 

pro gra mme is not afl negative and 




that with monthly inflation in 
Marehof 84 per cert the govern- 
ment had to lake drastic action of 
some kind. 

When Brarifians are not foscua- 


talk abort their young p re si de nt 's 
ex ub e rant lifestyle. 

Collor, 40, has nxhriged m jet- 
skimg, ghder-flymg, {doting an 
F-5 supersonic jet and roaring 
through Brasilia at 160 km an 
hour an a Kawasaki Ninja motor- 
bike. 

And the chief of state, who this 
week was mmi ^ one of the 
world’s most hc a utifa l men hy the 
U.S. mag a zin e People, u now 
yjntmtwg 0 trip in a submarine. 

Early tins week his mother 
Leda CoQor said publicly she was 
worried abort ms “d an gerou s 
sports.” 

Presidential spokesman 
CJandao H umb ert o' s response: 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 





If our marriage is going downhill, 
why isn’t it as much fun as 
a toboggan ride?” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Ln 


ItacnmfalB these four Juntos, 
one Mbrto each square, to form 
four onSnary nerds. 


“As a' 

wiD no 


response: 


Bonn expects E. German 
states to pay debt 


BONN (R) — West Germany 
expects tire five states winch 
make up East Germany, to dash 
spending to be able to pay off the 
country’s public debt after Ger- 
man unification. 

Foreign debt done has been 
estimated at $18 billion and tins 
and other debts should be divided 
between tire states according to a 
draft treaty for monetary union 
drawn op in Bonn. 

The draft, made available to 
Reuters on Saturday, says foe 
stales should improve their fi- 
nances by stashing spending and 
atakies to public services. 

The states, mdndmg Saxony 


and Neckknbmg, were dissolved 
by East Germany's fimner Cam- 
mmirJ lHlld^||l fjtil, are ex- 
pected to be resurrected in time 
tor state elections due in 
November. 

Hie draft, to be presented to 
unity talks bet w een the two Ger- 
manys, says Bonn should give the 
states cash credits g uarante ed by 
the West German central bank, 
or Bundesbank, of np to 800 
miffioa marks ($473 nriBkm) to 


help them out 
It also pledges 


u also pledges grants for desig- 
nated purposes from Bonn’s 
federal budget dumg a tran- 
sitional period to prop vp East 


German finances - 

Bonn governing party sources 
quoted West German Finance 
Minis ter Theo WaigeX as saying 
this week that East Geraany’s 
foreign debt along stood at $18 
biffioa but a thorough examina- 
tion of the books could caure tins 
sum to rise. 

Wert German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl told East German tele- 
vision on Friday that Bonn’s draft 
treaty represented the Barits of 
what West Germany could afford. 

“But I am ready to discuss 
other proposals made by the East 
German government,” he sad. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as SU0- 
gsatod by tha show cartoon. 


Prin t answer here: 


Yesterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GAUGE CABLE GRUBBY BIGAMY 

Answer: What those bJg-spen(flng tourists returned 
with— "BRAG” & BAGGAGE 


Czechoslovakia unfolds 
privatisation programme 


WASHINGTON — By Sum- 
mer, Czechoslovakia^ new 
de m ocratic gov ernm ent hopes 
to be giving away shares in 
state inmistty being converted 
to private ownership, says tire 
co unt ry's finance minister. 

Tbe planned distribution is 
part of a swift transition from 

Cn urn nniitf tO eaffhntito eco- 
nomy pr e sc ribed 'by Fhumce 
Minister Vadav Pans. 

Klaus said the rapid trans- 
for mati on was vital for evading 
a “reform trap” that be asm 
has ens nare d the Soviet eco- 
nomy. 

“Partial ref orm of a dis- 
torted economy... is much 
worse than anon-reform,” and 
a more cautions approach 
could lead “voy aooo to chao- 
tic tfe inte gratioo of tire eco- 
nomy, as we see in the Soviet 
economy just now,” Kbits said 
Htsnsday. - 

Tbe 49-year-old es ommM 
told reporters Ire is very pessi- 
mistic about economic pros- 
pects of tire Soviet Union, on 
which Ctechosfovckia depends 
for 100 per cert of its pet- 
roleran. 

“Economic collapse... is a 
danger,” he said. 

In addition to free distribu- 


tion of economic shmes to the 
public, Czechoslovakia’s tran- 
sition will indude price decon- 
trol, eventual ending of import 
and foreign exchange controls, 
and cur rency devaluation it is 
hoped wffi lead to cofwmtfoil- 
ity by the end of tire year. 


tisatioo proposals should be 
ready by the Jane & national 
election, Klaus said. 

Public utilities, making op 30 
per cert to 40 per cert of 


One reason the Soviet Un- 
ion fell into a “reform trap,” 
Klaus said, is that its decertra- 
fisma of economic deriwora 


“without parallel changes in 
tire bmfos of foe system,” such 
as p rivatisation ^property and 
freeing of prices, “hongs more 
problems than rotations. Tins 


b quite dear, especially in tire 
Soviet case.” 

To avert what he called 
“chaotic privatisation” of 
Gmcfcoslovak en te rprises by 
foreign investors through joint 
vent ure s, Klaus said tut gov- 
ernment withal a few months 
would dist ri b ute free to afl 
adults on an equal basis 
vouchers e xchang eable for 
goods or riiares of industries to 


The government three 
weeks ^o cstabliisbed a special 
board for temporary «fawi h . 
tratioo of state property and its 
privatisation, and final priva- 


be tamed ewe? to state-owned 
corporations and exduded 
from privatisatio n. 

The free vouchers could not 
be bought or sold for money, 
but combined and traded for 
goods or shares of future joint 
stock compin, according to 
public estimates of company 
values. 

“So if yon decide to buy 
Pilsencr Urquell brewery 
shares instead of the famous 
Skoda works in the same town 
of Ffaen, you demonstate pre- 
ferences and somehow orn- 
ate the relative vafare of tire 
capital anets of those firms,” 
Klaus nid. 

“Some wiD saff and some 
wiD buy,” and from equality at 
the start, some wffi fare better 
than others and become tire 
c atei p reu e u isof tfaenewcapi- 
tafiat economy, he ennthured 

Eventually, a stock madoet 
would be cre a te d in which 
foreign investors will be 
allowed to partkfote, Ktam 
added. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Batty Joqpnam 


ACROSS 

5 “Thy rad and 
Thy — " 

10 — CaBfomia 

14 Czech city 

15 Hamit 

18 MPs quarry 

17 Wander 

18 Coastal or 




37 Goior 

38 Word with ti 
meanings 

41 Scrooge's 
word 

44 Warnings 

45 Sannd a 
super sane 

49 Unguisttc 
unit aufl. 

50 PUSS 

51 "Many 
Widow" 


iJJd 


jnnjn aua.in jh 
£■■■■§ annanu 

juun 


annn annnn aw 


JMHWHnawa 

2 Officer to 
charge 

3 Turned upside 


tads Mm* 


52 Rant 
54 Mystic 
57 Anar 
eons t eflsMon 
S Mean 


60 Mean 
62 Bfue-pendf 
83 Stiff 

86 DtoaMs 

67 Air duct 

68 Sp. town 

69 Thought 

70 tamos 

71 Hack man and 
KMy 

72 Sea bird 

- DOWN 
. 1 Chafes 


4 Tourist &g. 

5 k. county 

6 Darkroom 
ohamleal 

7 bisect 

6 Owe*! de — 
9 Hears 


10 FMtos 


11 Anticipated 

12 Woodwork 

13 Rnfehed 

21 Batoy bawd 
23 Pufl of sound 
28 Bkd 

27 CWnoyanfs 
cart 

80 Number and 
32 Zoom for om 
* Fr. town 
38 Obeys . 

39' Devoured 
40 A West 


nnnrrn nnm nmn 
nnnnn nnnn nnm 
nnnnnnnnm nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnmn nnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nf inn 
nnnn nnnn nrinnn 
nnnn nnnn n nnnnn' 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnr nnnni nrin 

nmn nnnmannnn 
• ^nnn nnnn nnnnn 
[nnnn nnnn 


41 Take as ten 

42 Corrector 

43 warming up 
48 Travesty 

47 Before ' • 

48 Teamster 
51 Ftotp^do-— 


S3 Fist right 
g — s mlm 

sssr 

«c£uw2 

65 Cotton or 
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AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE 


^55 


'• - W - 

lt£*s basc * ,aI1 83*fo» played Friday, April 27, 1990 

X-BALL division 

SSP"*®* NashasWbi-Ebbim 

“ ttosiasm k ^ Evei y°“' s A 

COACH PITCH DIVISION 

AnBKX 18 AFC S 

Tfrsffi 18 Comcent 17 

Ife&mal Sled Industry 28 AICI 17 
IdOCOBdoental/EpsOT game postponed 

BSD PITCH DIVISION 


Wstmgboose 11 Mnriott 7 

„ Mr.' Chips 7 

ptrafih Dairy 11 Jordan Worsted Mills 3 

SOFTBALL DIVISION 

Qaddoonri Agriculture 4 NAD AS 3 

Second Time Around 18 Volvo 8 




.Soccer star arrested 
over call-girl racket 


GENOA, Italy (R) — Magis- 
trates questioned Uruguay's 
World Cup* soccer striker Carlos 
Alberto AguOera in a Genoa jail 
Saturday after his arrest on 
charges of involvement in a pros- 
titution racket. 

Jfadirial officials said Aguilera, 
25, was charged with procuring 
prostitutes after he returned 
Thursday to the north Italian port 
playing in a friendly match be- 
tween Uruguay and West Ger- 
many in Stuttgart. 

Lawyers for Aguilera, who 


joined Italian first division chib 
Genova last years, said they 
would ask for him to be released 
immediately on provisional 
liberty. 

Fellow players were shocked at 
his arrest and said there must 
have been a misunder s tanding. 

Uruguayan captain Ygo de 
Leon, who arrived in Italy with 
the World Cup squad last week, 
told reportes: “We know him 
well and we are convinced that he 
has nofiring to do with this affair 
There must have been a mis- 
understanding /’ 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft T ANN AH HIRSCH 
C 19*3 Tribune MMlB Swvtcsa, Inc 


THE TRUMP TRICK THAT VANISHED 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* Q964 
t 5 

• K 10 9 3 

* A 8 7 2 

WEST EAST 

ft.X 10 5 3 * J 8 2 

VK3 fj J 8 7 4 2 

v Q 8 7 6 <• A 5 2 

* JS 4 * Q 9 

SOUTH 

* A 7 

7 A Q 10 9 6 
v J 4 
ft K 10 6 3 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 ‘y Pass 1 * Pass 

2 * Pass 3 ft Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Six of v 
Looking at all four hands, it 
seems that the defenders must score 
a dub trick. But the old devil was up 
to another of his tricks during the 
recent Fall North American Cham- 
pionships and a seemingly certain 
trick went up in smoke. 

A routine auction led to South 
declaring three clubs. Were it not 
for the tramp suit, the hand would 
not have attracted any attention. 

West led a diamond to East s ace 
as South unblocked the jack. De- 
clarer, Haig Tchaimilch of Thorn- 
hill, Ontario, played low on the 
spade shift; West’s king won and a 
spade came back. Declarer won the 


ace, finessed the nine of diamonds 
succesfuUy and discarded two hearts 
on the queen of spades and king of 

diamonds. A diamond was ruffed in 
the dosed hand as East discarded a 
heart. 

After cashing the ace of hearts, 
declarer raffed a heart in dummy, 
felling the king. This was the 
position: 

NORTH 
ft 9 
9 — 

0 — 
ft A 8 7 

WEST EAST 

ft 10 * — 

<7 — 7 J 8 

ft J 5 4 * Q 9 

SOUTH 
ft — 

9 Q 
0 - 
ft K 10 6 

When declarer led a spade from 
the table, the defenders trump trick 
evaporated. In practice. East ruffed 
with the queen. Declarer over- 
raffed. then ran the ten, pinning the 
nine. A finesse of the eight brought 
in the trumps without loss, and de- 
clarer collected a surprising 1 1 
tricks. . . . , 

Had East discarded, declarer 
would have raffed low and led his 
heart. Whether West raffs high or 
low, the tramps can be packed up 
without loss. Try it. 


'rainbow 


Tel: 625155 


Mel Gibson — Miehelle 
Pfeiffer in 
TEQUILA SUNRISE 



U AE players tall to catch flight 

ABU DHABI (R) — Twelve members of ti 
Emirates 25-man World Gap football squad have 


ABU DHABI (R) — Twelve members of the United Arab 
Emirates 25-man World Cup football squad have failed to catch a 
plane for a crucial training session in France, sports officials said 
Saturday. One official told Renters: “It was a shod for ns and 
shows some players are just careless and irresponsible." Only two 
players, brothers Khalil and Mubarak Ghanem, had permission to 
stay behind briefly for the wedding of a aster and sport officials 
said they did not know why the others had not turned up. 
B razilian coach Carlos Alboto, who flew Thursday to West 
Germany to watch warm-up matches of World Cop finalists, was 
described the session in France as crtxaaL The UA£ team finished 
last in a regional Golf tournament, going down 6-1 against Kuwait 
in their last match. It has been irit fry injury and has suffered from 
having three coaches in almost as man y months. The semi-official 
A1 Ittihad newspaper said players’ failure to board the plane was 
irresponsible and called on the football association to “deal 
sternly with this negfive situation.” The UAE will play in the 
finals , starting ' in June, :4n Group D with West Germany, 
Yugoslavia and Colombia. 

Tyson to fight Tillman 

NEW YORK (R) — Fortier world heavyweight champion Mike 
Tyson will return to the ring for the first time since his stunning 
kiss to James Douglas when he takes on fellow- American Henry 
Tillman June 16, a spokesman for promoter Don King has said. 
Tyson is scheduled to go 10 rounds with Tillman at Caesars Palace 
in Las Vegas, spokesman AlBravennan fonfinned. He would not 
disclose the purse for the bout. TDhnan, who has a professi on al 
record of 204, twice beat Tyson when they fought as amateurs. 
The 37-1 Tyson, previously considered invincible, suffered iris 
only professional loss when he was knocked out by Douglas in the 
10th round of their Tokyo tide fight in February in one of the 
greatest upsets in basing history. On the same card another 
former heavyweight champion, George Foreman, will continue 
his comeback with a scheduled 10-round fight against Adelson 
Rodrigues of Brazil. Earlier tins month Foreman won his 21 st 
successive fight since his return to the ring after a 10-year layoff 
with a fourth round knockout of former Tyson sparring partner 
Mike; Jameson. 

France set to meet U.S. volleyball league 

INGLEWOOD, California (AP) —The first Federation Interna- 
tionale de Volleyball World Volleyball League begins play 
Sunday night at the Forum when the united States national team 
meets France. The teams will play again Monday night at the 
forum. National team* representing eight countries and four 
continents are conmetma in the league for $1 nriDion in prize 
money. The league will end with the final -four matches July 
14-15 in Osaka, Japan. Each team will play 12 matches — s h at 
home and six away — during the six-week season. In its final four 
home matches, the American team will meet the Italian team May 
5 at the forum and May 6 at the San Diego Sports Arena and the 
team from Brazil June 1 at the San Diego Sports Arena and June 
.2 at die Forum. 
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Mr. aod Mrs. E3d Swais wish to express their 
gratitude to doctors Zaid Keflani, Ottoman Asaaly 

s:r . . . i wr m iv-j 



Liverpool 

clinches 

title 

- By Alan Baldwin 

LONDON (R) — Liverpool won 
the English League soccer cham- 
pionship for a record 18th time 
Saturday thanks to a second half 
penalty from England winger 
John Barnes. 

Liverpool's 2-1 home win over 
Queen’s Park Rangers put them 
an insurmountable four points 
dear of second-placed Aston Vil- 
la, who have only one match 


Villa, blowing they had to win 
at home to Norwich, came from a 
goal behind to go 3-1 up in an 
amazing six minute second-half 
spell but then let in two late goals 
to draw 3-3. 

Barnes, voted English player of 
file year this week, hit the winner 
from the spot in the 63rd minute 
at Anfidd. 

After the match the Liverpool 
players did a lap of honour before 
the delighted 37,000 crowd. 

At the bottom of the first divi- 
sion, the relegation tussle be- 
tween Luton and Sheffield 
Wednesday was inconclusive as 
both teams won to keep their 
survival hopes alive. 

Liverpool, who smashed (heir 
own record of 17 titles, had been 
beaten in the league by QPR 
earlier this season and were 
shocked to go a goal behind in the 
shocked to go a goal behind in the 
15th minute 

A corner was headed on by 
Alan McDonald to striker Roy 
Wegerle, who side-footed home 
despite Welsh international strik- 
er Ian Rush’s desperate attempt 
to kick the ball off the line. 

In the 21st minute, Liverpool 
had to bring on Ray Houghton 
for the injured left-back David 
Burrows. 

Rush finally brought Liverpool 
back into the game with a 
vengeance in the 40th minute # 
when he forced a right-footed 
shot past goalkeeper David Sea- 
man at the far post. 

It was the Welshman’s 25th 
goal of the season. 

went fiie 56th mi- 

nute and then in the 63rd, Steve 
Niool found space in the left of 
the area and was brought down 
by Danny Maddtix. Barnes sent 
Seaman the wrong- way for his 
25th goal of die season. , 

At Villa Park^Rud Fox stun- 
ned fiie fans into sfleoce in the 
30th minute when he put Norwich 
ah e a d with a volley fiie 
area after poor defensive work by 
fiie home defenders. 


NBA Roundup: 


TIMES 

Tel: 667171 


Chicago beats Milwaukee, 111-79 


CHICAGO (AP)— The Michael 
Jordan show, co-starring Scottie 
Pippen, gave the Chicago Bulls a 
winning start is the NBA playoSs 
Friday night. 

Jordan scored 38 points and 
Pippen had 17 points, 13 assists 
ana 10 rebounds to lead the Bulls 
to a 111-97 victory over the 
Bucks, a team they have man- 
aged to handle with ease in recent 
years. 

The victory was an extension of 
the Bulls’ mastery over the Bucks 
in recent seasons. Chicago held a 
4-1 edge in the regular season and 
has defeated Milwaukee 12 times 
in their last 13 meetings. 

“The first game is very impor- 
tant,” Jordan said. “If you lose it, 
you can’t keep the homecourt 
advantage." 

The Bulls broke the game open 
in the fourth quarter with a 13-2 
nm that gave them a 96-82 lead 
with 6:31 left. 

“We turned up our defense a 
notch,” Jordan said. “Our fourth 
quarter defense unleashed every- 
thing. We started to rebound and 
got our transition game going.” 

Jazz, 113, Suns 96 

SALT LAKE CITY — Stomach 
flu put the brakes on Phoenix 
guard Kevin Johnson, allowing 
Utah to pull away in the western 
conference opener. 

Johnson played just nine mi- 
nutes and was held scoreless. Utah 
forward Karl Malone, held to 21 
points. 10 under his season aver- 
age, ignited a 9-0 third-quarter ran 
that carried the Jazz to a 72-58 
lead with less than four minutes 
remaining. 





TEMPORARY 1 

HOUSEMAID 

Required] 

Family with two children (4 + 2) 
in general house duties and chili 
have good references. 

Apply teh 87241 

Vfay/Jime 

requires a house maid to assist 
dren; must be experienced and 

i 

9 after &00 pan. 




OPPORTUNITY 

For a reputable detergents and toileteries factory in 
Amman, a highly qualified general manager. 

The applicant should have the necessary education- 
al and practical experience to qualify him to lead, 
develop and implement changes according to the 
most modem scientific procedures. 

Please note that this position is open only for highly 
qualified applicants and that ail applications will be 
treated in strict confidence.. 

Applicants to write to P.O. Box 1027, Amman 
General Manager’s position 
or to call 

tel. 003216 Dr. Taber. 



Mkfaacf Jordan 

After Utah took its largest lpad 
at 103-87 late in the game, 
Phoenix rallied to within seven 
behind Mike McGee's two 3- 
pointers, but failed to score in the 
final 2:04. 


Lakers 101, Rockets 89 

INGLEWOOD — James Worthy 
scored 34 points as the Los 
Angaies Lakers opened the NBA 
playoffs by defeating Houston. 


WC campaign 


by Raf Casert 

The Associated Press 

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — A 
familiar face is bade to try to 

reverse an rm familiar spell of bad 

results, bad play and bad vibes 
that threaten Belgium in the 
World Cup. 

Guy Thys retired as Belgium’s 
most successful national coach 
last year. But he is back — 
willy -nill y, he said — after iris 
suocessor, Walter Meeuws, was 
fired! Feb. 28. 

Meeuws' eight months as 
national coach was punctuated by 
dismal draws with Luxembourg 
and Swi tzerland, a loss to Greece 
and personality conflicts with and 
among players. 

Belgium hopes Thys' psycholo- 
gy, tactical cunning and almost 
proverbial hick can heal the dam- 
age and produce another upset as 
in Mexico 1966, when the team 
finished fourth. 

“A great many people expect a 
repeat, but that is a tall order," 
Thys said. 

Even so, in Iris 13 years as 
coach of die Red Devils, Thys 
never had such a pool of talent at 
Us disposal as he does today. 

“In intrinsic individual talent, 
fiie (current players) are the best, 
but that does not necessarily 


make it the best team,” Thys 
said. 

He added that blending veter- 
ans and rookies, and creating 
cameraderie, are vital to Bel- 
gium’s success in Italy. 

“I have to mold them in a 
mentally tough bloc,” he said. 

Take striker Mark Degryse, 24, 
a prime example of talent that 
needs match toughening. 

Anderiecht’s Degryse has often 
■shown flashes of brilliance, but 
too often in run-of-the-mill 
league matches. By contrast, he 
has remained subdued against 
most of the top clubs. 

Dozing Belgium's recent bad 
spell, he scored not a single a goal 
mid often joined in the collective 
bungling. Only goalie Michel 
Preud'homme maintained his 
sterling level of play. 

• But even if Belgium’s brightest 
perform at their best, they will 
never have the individual stature 
of Argentina's Diego Maradona 
or Marco van Basten of the 
Netherlands. 

This forces Thys to rely again 
on collective effort, an area that 


needs mending. 

Under Meeuws, the players 
bickered in public over who was 
best for what position. Playmak- 
ers Enzo Sdfo was even sus- 
pended for a warmup match 
when he deemed himself too 
good for the bench and deman- 
ded a spot in the starting lineup. 


/many villas and A 

APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 810609, 810605 


FtnumUREFORSALE 

Full house furniture In excellent condition for sale. 

For more details please contact tel. no. 605725. 




GARAGE SALE 


Today Sunday 29th all day (0900 to 1 800) and 
tomorrow 30th morning only, for sale: books, 
toys, records/LP's, silver/gift items, knick- 
knacks, etc. Drop in at: 
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New fj 
Villa ft 




Empty Lot 


King Abdullah 
Gardens Complex 

„ To Sports City ^ Wadi 
* \ Saqra 




Ftrf onuanco: 3JQ, 8 -JO, t&JO 



Nablta ObeW in 

THE DANCER & 
THE POLITICIAN 

(Arabic) 

tofccmaocc 3*30. 430, 1030 
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Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 



Cinema 

NUOUM 


Happy Eld Al Fttr 
and Many Happy Returns 

Adel (mam— in 
Hanafl the Great 
(HMiafl AS Ubbahah) 

Starring: Fairuz Flshawi, Huda Ramzl. 


Tel: 675571 


Gnema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


11:00 UL, 1:15 pm, 330 pj*,, &U p .m., 830 pm. 1030 pm, 
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mdinistas escort contras to 
,N. designated security zones 


SAN KAFAEL, Nicaragua (R) — Turnrag Usdr 
ibssk oss eight years of fighting, Saadlnista troops 
?rfday gave a £rSeaad3y lift to a group of heavily 
Earned rebels as an accord to end the Nicaraguan 
dvsl war which left 3€,®0® dead apparently began to 
fia&e hold. 


It was not clear whether the 
surprisingly friendly encounter 
was an isolated incident, as the 
estimated 8,000 to 12,000 contra 
rebels moved through Sandmista 
territory towards five United Na- 
tions security zones. 

Bat it showed that, in at least 
cce sector of the war zone of 
northern Nicaragua, forces who 
for years regarded each other as 
mortal enemies were now 
reaching for reconciliation. 

The encounter took place just 
outside the tiny town of San 
Rafael del Norte, a three-hour 
drive over gravel roads north 
from the capital, Managua, as 140 


contras worked their way to one 
of the security zones. 

Sandmista army Major Rober- 
to Samcam and a contra who 
called himself Commander Boli- 
var stood side by side. They 
explained that United Nations 
mediators helped organise the 
operation, in which some 60 Sandi- 
nista troops provided security as 
the rebels marched by in U.S.- 
provided amfonns carrying assault 
rifles and grenade launchers. 

Samcam, who was not armed, 
ordered five military trucks to 
pick up the contras and give them 
a lift toward La Colina, farther to 
the north, where a U.N. 


peacekeeping force has desig- 
nated a special security zone for 
the rebels. 

According to an agreement 
signed a week ago by centra 
leaders and representatives of 
new President Violeta Chamorro, 
dm contras are to gather in the 
five security zones and turn in 
their arms and disband. 

Bat Wednesday the top contra 
leader. Commander Franklin, 
announced that he would turn in 
his arms — throwing the agree- 
ment into question just hours 
after Chamorro was inaugurated. 

Bolivar, who had an AK-47 
assault rifle slung over his shoul- 
der, said Friday the contras 
wanted peace and would comply 
with foe accord. 

Since 1982 the U.S.-backed 
contras fought the leftist Sandi- 
pista government that took power 
after toppling toe right-wing 
Somoza dictatorship in 1979. 


foil rises to 126 in China 


PEKING (AP) — The death toll 
from an earthquake that razed 
more than 1,000 homes in a dis- 
tant outback of central China has 
risen to 126, the State Seismology 
Bureau said Saturday. 

A bureau official who identi- 
fied hims elf only as Li said the 
Thursday evening quake, which 
measured a powerful 6.9 on toe 
Richter Scale, had injured 160. 

He said the bureau had recor- 
ded 700 aftershocks since the quake 
slammed toe Hainan Tibetan 
autonomous prefecture of 
Qiaghai province at 6:37 p.m. 
(0937 GMT) Thursday. 

It was not clear if the death toll 
would continue to rise, but state 
television videotape of the disas- 
ter Friday evening showed sol- 
diers, equipped with only 
Juovels, scraping through large 
piJes of rubble, toe devastated 
remains of homes. 

The mud and brick structures 
appearing on the videotape had 
been destroyed by the tremor. 


Hundreds of people were shown 
sleeping on the ground out in the 
open, wrapped in heavy blankets. 
The report said 5,000 had been 
left homeless. 

The disaster struck a desolate, 
wind-swept plateau thought to be 
populated mainly by poor Tibe- 
tan herdsmen and peasants. 

Qinghai, one of China’s largest 
and least populated provinces, is 
also home to Muslim Huis, 
Kazakhs, Mongolians and many 
prisons and labour camps. 

The TV report said 500 Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army troops and 
workers from both army and pro- 
vincial hospitals had rushed to toe 
stricken area. ' 

Rescue teams were being led 
by provincial Governor Wu 
Chengzhi and provincial Com- 
munist Party Secretary Tien 
Chengping. 

The quake, centred about 110 
kilometres southwest of the pro- 
vincial capital of Xining, opened 
large cracks in roads and caused 


pan hands over 
lacker to China 


TOKYO (R) — A man who 
hijacked a Chinese airliner to 
japan last December to escape 
from Communist rule was deli- 
vered to Chinese officials Satur- 
day and flown back to Peking 
despite desperate appeals by 
lawyers. 

Japanese authorities handed 
Zhang Zkenhai over to Chinese 
officials at a detention centre in 
Tokyo after the Tokyo High 
Court ruled he was not a political 
refugee and toe justice minister 
backed toe decision. 

The Chinese officials drove 
Zhang away from tire heavily- 
guarded detention centre in a 
dark green van through a large 
crowd of his supporters and mem- 
bers of radical groups screaming 
lor his release. 


At Tokyo’s Narita Airport, 
they led toe 36-year-old hijacker 
onto a plane for Peking. He had 
been seriously injured when toe 
crew of the hijacked plane 
pushed him out of a door onto the 
tarmac and two Chinese officials 
had to help him up the aircraft 
steps. He looked composed but 
tired. 

Zhang seized control of the 
Chinese airliner after it left Pek- 
ing bound for San Francisco on 
Dec. 16 and forced it to land in 
Fukuoka, western Japan. His 
wife and child were with him but 
retnrned to China with the 
plane’s other passengers after 
Zhang was injured and arrested. 

Zhang's lawyers continued leg- 
al appeals on his behalf up to the 
last minute. 


Jtaa candidate pledges 
guides to favour the poor 


LIMA, Peru (AP) — Presidential 
candidate Mario Vargas Llosa 
broke a long silence Friday with 
an attack on opponent Alberto 
Fujimori and a promise to pursue 
economic policies that would help 
'be poor. 

In a nationally televised 
speech, Vargas Llosa said his 
proposals for an economic 
“shock" programme “were not 
understood by many Peruvians. 
He promised to explain them 
more dearly in toe weeks leading 
up to a runoff election likely to 
take place June 3 

His weaker than expected 
showing is first-round elections 
on Aonl 8 was “a good lesson, 
and I hope to profit from it," be 
said. 

Vargas Llosa, a novelist, won 
32 per cent of the April 8 vote but. 
was nearly beaten try Fujimori, a 
virtual political unknown, who 
took 39 per cent. Recent perils 
show Vargas Llosa losing toe 
runoff to Fujimori by 51 to 38 per 

cent. 

Vargas Llosa's economic plan 
calls for privatisation of Peru's 
huge slate enterprises, elimina- 
tion of agricultural and industrial 
subsidies, and drastic cuts in im- 
port and export tariffs. 

In his speech, he attacked the 
centrist Fujimori - an agricultu- 
ral engineer who has never held 
political office - for inexperience 
and lack of a political platform, 

Fujimori had promised to pro- 
duce a platform 10 days ago, but 
did not do so. 

Fujimori is “not in a condition 
to confront the grave threat prea- 
dent (Alan) Garda will leave as 
the inheritance of toe next gov- 
ernment,'' Vargas Llosa said. 

“The present situation is a time 
bomb set to explode at toe begin- 
ning of the next term," he added. 

Both Vargas Llosa and Fu- 
jimori have been in near sedn- 
sioa since toe April 8 election. 


Vargas Llosa previously had not 
pupUcfy discussed toe first-round 
results or attacked Fujimori. 

Vargas Llosa, who in toe past 
two weeks has met numerous 
times with leaders of his Demo- 
cratic Front Coalition, faulted the 
way his economic plan was (Re- 
sented to voters before the first- 
round balloting. 

“This time I will make every 
effort to show the benefits my 
plan wifl bring to Peruvians, and 
above all to toe poor," he said. 

The novelist, portrayed by 
Peru's leftist parties as the 
“candidate of the rich” made an 
effort to counter that image. 

“I decided to go into politics to 
work for the humble and the 
poor, and not for the rich,” he 
said, adding that he has prepared 
measures to "protect poor Peru- 
nians from the effects of his eco- 
nomic plan. 

Following his disappointing 
showing in the April 8 election, 
Vargas Llosa said, he considered 
dropping out of the race. He has 
said he was persuaded to con-* 
tinue by Democratic Front col- 
leagues, as well as by a constitu- 
tional requirement that he take 
part in the runoff. 

In his speech Friday, he gave 
two other reasons for remaining 
in the race: “because I love my 
country and because Peru needs 
true change." 

Whoever is elected president 
will face huge problems, includ- 
ing hyperinflation and a rapidly 


In addition. Shining Path re- 
bels are continuing a war a gainst 
toe democratic government that 
has danned more than 28,000 
lives in the past decade.Thc 
Maoist rebels control much of. 
Peru's montains and jungles, and 
have sharply restricted the flow of 
food and resources out of those 
areas, a situation exacerbated in 
recent months by severe thought 


landslides at the Longyangxia Re- 
servoir on the upper reaches of 
the Yellow River. 

The walls of buildings at a 
hydropower station on the reser- 
voir were cracked, but the dam 
did nt appear in danger, the 
official xinh ua News Agency 
said. 

The initial temblor was felt in 
Xining and in the city of Lan- 
zhou, 300 kilometres to the east. 

The far western Chinese pro- 
vince of Xinjiang was hit by a 
quake measuring 6.4 on April 19. 
Some 1,300 homes were dam- 
aged, but only two people were 
injured. 

Thursday's quake was the most 
deadly since November 1988, 
when a quake measuring 7.6 on 
the Richter Scale killed 730 in the 
southwest province of Sichuan. 

The most devastating tremor in 
recent years in this quake-prone 
nation came in 1976, when 
240,000 were killed in the north- 
east city of Tangs ha n. 

| Jackson: 
U.S. policy 
hurts 
Angola, 
Namibia 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The Rev. Jesse Jackson said Fri- 
day that the United States is 
making a grave mistake in assist- 
ing rebels fighting Angola’s leftist 
government and is depriving 
Namaibia of needed help. 

He called for a Marshall Flan 
for Namibia and southern Africa. 

The civil rights leader and 
politician said newly independent 
Namibia is getting $10 muDtion in 
U.S. assistance, compared to 
$500 mfllion for Poland. The 
Marshall Plan, first urged in 1947. 
by then-Secretary of State 
George C. Marshall, fostered 
European economic recovery af- 
ter World War II through enor- 
mous infusions of U.S. aid. 

Jackson spake during a news 
conference sponsored by the 
Organisation of - African Unity 
(OAU) dealing with Namibia’s 
achieving independence this 
month from South Africa. 

Jackson said “troublesome 
signs” were emerging in U.S.- 
southern African pofiedy. He cal- 
led il “incoherent” 


Yeltsin calls Gorbachev handling 
of Lithuanian crisis ‘immoral’ 


Asked when the disarmament, 
which has been scheduled to take 
place between April 25 and June 
10, might begin, Bolivar said, 
“that has to be dreaded by the 
two armies. Our chief of staff. 
Commander Ftanktin, (and) their 
chief, Humberto Ortega, have to 
decide along with Mrs. Cha- 
morro.” 

Chamorro caused a furore ; 
when she said Sandmista army 
chief General Humberto Ortega, 
toe brother of former President 
Daniel Ortega, would remain in 
his post. 

While the controversy raged in 
Managua Friday, the decision 
seemed not to stop cordial treat- 
ment between contra and Sandi- 
nista officers in Sa Rafael. 

“That is an issue that will be- 
taken care of through the process 
of negotiation,” said Major Sam- 
cam. He said talks were ongoing 
in all five contra security zones.- 


Thatcher 
reportedly 
reviewing 
new tax 

LONDON (AP) — News reports 
Saturday said the government is 
reviewing the unpopular new tax 
that sparked a riot in London last 
month and has gravely under- 
mined support for Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher’s Conserva- 
tive Party. 

The Times of London, winch 
often backs the Conservatives, 
quoted unnamed sources at Mrs. 
Thatcher’s Downing Street office 
as saying that legislation to 
amend toe new tax could be 
introduced later this year. The 
tax hinds local councils 1 spending 
and came into fence cm April 1. 

The gover n ment the new 
tax the community charge. Bat 
the Socialist opposition Labour 
Party and others have dubbed it ! 
the poll tax after a similar per ■ 
capita tax with the ™ne name 
that sparked a peasants’ revolt in 
1381. 

The paper quoted the sources 
as saying that Mrs. Thatcher's 
parliamentary private secretary 
Mark Lennox-Boyd told Tory 
legislators at the private meeting 
this week that if a review of the 
tax showed the need for legisla- 
tion, it would be introduced. 

But it said the sources denied 
reports that Mrs. Thatcher had 
insisted that proposed legislation 
should be published by July. . 

Another London paper, the 
Independent, reported: “Legisla- 
tion to limit increases in poll tax 
charges to the rate of inflation 
(currently at an annual rate of 8.1 
per cent), coupled with an injec- 
tion of £4 billion ($6-5 billion) to 
ease the burdens of councils, 
emerged as toe front runner.” 
But ft said government minis- 
ters appeared confused about the 
prime minister’s intentions. Its 
headline read: ‘‘Government in 
turmoil over poll tax plans.” 

The Kberalpaper the Guar&an 
reported: “Ministers have fallen 
out over whether legislation vriD 
be introduced.” 

The new tax is cited as the main 
cause of the massive slump in 
Tory support. A national ophtion 
pofl survey published in the Inde- 
pendent Friday showed support 
for Labour at 54 per cent against 
29 per cent for the Tories. The 
polls was based an interviews 
with' 1,570 voters. No margin of 
error was stated. 


LONDON (AP) — Maverick 
Soviet politician Boris Yeltsin has 
said that Mikhail Gorbachev’s 

handling of toe Tfthnawrian inde- 
pendence crisis is immoraL . 

“I would consider it immoral to 
declare an economic blockade in' 
regard to one of our republics,” 
he said. “Even if ft were a foreign 
country, Gorbachev wouldn’t 
have behaved in that way because 
people would have sat at the 
negotiating table and would have 
sought a way for political settle- 
ment.? 

Yeltsin said he had signed a 
letter to Gorbachev and Lithua- 
nian President Vytautas Land- 
esbergis urging them to negoti- 
ate. The letter urged Landesber- 
gts to suspend temporarily 
Lithuania’s March 11 declaration 
of independence and Gorbachev 
to lift the decree ordering the 
economic blockade. 

“As far as Fm aware, Land- 
sbergis seems to be inclined to 
treat this idea positively, but ft is 
now up to Gorbachev,” be told a 
news conference during a visit to 


London to promote his auto- 
biography: Against the Gram. 

Yeltsin, a deputy in Supreme 
Soviet who recently won a seat in 
the Russian Federation partia- 
meot, said Gorbachev’s economic 
programme introduced four 
months ago had failed and the 
Soviet leader was planning to 
present “a much more radical 
progr amm e” on May 12. 

“I must say that in civilised 
countries, a government isn't nor- 
mally given a chance to present a 
second progra mm e. The govern- 
ments in dvflised countries like 
the United Kingdom would have 
to resign. But the problem with 
us is that we don't have a political 
tradition of resignation of a gov- 
ernment,” be said. 

If this new economic program- 
me fails to improve the fires of 
Soviet citizens, Yeltsin warned 
that there could be a “revolution- 
ary rise from the grass roots” tins 
year. 

“I t hink we haven’t had such a 
state in our economy for several 
decades. It is a critical situation. 


Today... in terms of international 
market we are almost bankrupt,” 
he said. 

The democratic faction of the 
Communist Party, which Yeltsin 
leads, wants complete independ- 
ence for state-owned enterprises 
and the “dc-ideologisation" of 
the economy,” be said. 

Yeltsin said he would consider 
forming a separate party if the 
Communist Party fails to under- 
take reforms at the upcoming 
28th party congress and creates 
“a schism.” 

ff the party does agree to major 

reforms, he said, toe democratic 
group will remain as a faction 
within the party. 

But he said: “I firmly believe 
we shouldn’t go it alone before 
the 28th congress of the Com- 
munist Party.” 

Yeltsin, originally scheduled to 
visit Britain in early March, ar- 
rived Friday morning and held 
talks with Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher which he de- 
scribed as “frill of content and 
meeting.” 


Thousands protest in South Korea 
after police break shipyard strike 


ULSAN, South Korea (R) — 
Thousands of workers from the 
giant Hyundai group, some hrul- 
mg petrol bombs and rocks, 
fought riot police who had 
stonned South Korea's largest 
shipyard Saturday to smash a 
strike. 

Ten thousand workers from at 
least four Hyundai companies 
took to die streets of Ulsanto 
show their anger at the police 
assault on toe Hyundai Heavy 
Industries shipyard, where strik- 
ers had paralysed production for 
three days. 

Thousands of police in frill riot 
gear burst into the yard in the 
southeastern port at dawn after 
™ng a bulldozer to dear steel 
and wooden barricades from the 
gate and mam road. 

Most of toe 3,000 strikers fled 
as police fired repeated voQcys of 
tdr gas. They hmied iron bolts 
and outs as they escaped from 


the searing gas. 

Hyundai workers denounced 
toe police action to evict the 
strikers as “unbearable use of 
official forces." 

They set fire to two police 
buses and punctured the tyres of 
other police vans, defying orders 
to disperse from police, who un- 
leashed a barrage of tear gas 
grenades. 

“The government is trying to 
repress toe labour movement by 
mobffising police forces,” a union 
leader at Hyundai Motor Com- 
pany said. 


Police arrested 284 union 
workers in the yard, where the 
wildcat strike was called to back 
demands for the release of 
arrested union leaders. 

Onq hundred militants climb ed 
on top of a towering crane on a 
dry-dock and buried down iron 
bobs and metal {dates to prevent 


Colombia gives presidential 
candidates TV time to cut risk 


BOGOTA (Agencies) — Col- 
ombia's presidential candidates 
will do more campaigning on 
radio and television to cut the risk 
of being killed on the campaign 
trail. « 

Leftist presidential candidate 
Carlos Pizarro was shot dead 
Thursday and President Vhgflio 
Barco said in a televised address 
Friday night that toe police elite 
corps, formed to fight guerrillas 
and drug-traffickers, would t be 
doubted in size. 

“The government considers it 
necessary to reduce to the mmi - 
mnm the risk for each candidate. 
But faced with these totally irra- 
tional methods, more body- 
guards, more bulletprooft vests, 
more practical security measures 
might beh) but they are not' 
enough,” be said. 

“So that the campaign can con- 
tinue in better conditions... the 
government has an interest in 
increasing still further television 
time for the presidential candi- 
dates,” Barco said, adding that 
the candidates would also be 
given free radio time. 

Pizarro, 38, who transformed 
his M-19 guerrilla movement into 
a political party only last month. 


was toot dead on board an airlin- 
er by a 21-year-old assassin, who 
was also kilted. 

The press and opposition 
politicians have demanded tough 
action in response. 

Pizarro, shot after leaving 
Bogota cm a campaign trip, was 
the third candidate for the May 
27 election to be assassin a ted in 
Colombia in eight months. The 
government blamed drug bar- 
ons, . who have waged an eight- 
month war on the state, for kill- 
ing the other two candidates. 

Barco did not accuse anybody 
of murdering Pizarro but hinted 
there was a political motive. 

Judicial police chief Colonel 
Oscar Pelaez told television news 
Friday there was no doubt Pablo 
Escobar, reputed chief of the 
MedeQm cocaine cartel, was re- 
sponsible for Pizazro’s murder. 

Cesar Gaviria, the ruling 
Liberal Party’s presidential candi- 
date, said in a television broad- 
cast that paramilitary groups in 
dm pay of drug barons tilled him. 

But tbe drag barons issued a 
statement Friday condemning 
Fizarro’s murder and saying he 
could not hare been killed with- 
out official involvement. 


“We reject the murder of 
Pizanb, friend of dialogue with 
us, enemy of extradition and sym- 
bol of peace,” they said. 

Pizarro’s brother Eduardo said 
he believed “sectors of the state” 
were to Marne for the murder. • 

Thousands of people have filed 
through the cajxtol building in 
Bogota to pay their last respects 
to Pizarro. 

Meanwhile, about 100 would- 
be passengers refused to board an 
airliner Friday when they disco- 
vered that a leftist congress- 
woman was to be among them 
with her 25 bodyguards, radio 
reports said. 

Ticket holders in the Carib- 
bean coast city of Bananqnilla 
refused to board the Boeing 727 
of the Colombian airline Avian- 
ca, the radio chains Caracoi and 
RCN said. 

Tbe leftist congresswoman on 
Friday’s Avianca flight from Bar- 
ranquilla was Vera Grave, a long- 
time member of the April 29 
movement guerrilla group. 

Pizarro was the commander of 
the M-19. When the guerrilla 
group disbanded six weeks ago. 
Grave ran for congress and was 
elected. 


Soviets seek help to deal with post-Chernobyl problems 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
Soviet parjfomentaxy delegation 
has made an urgent appeal to toe 
world for help in dealing with 
towering medical problems four 
years after the Chernobyl midear 
disaster. 

Severe shortages exist in 
medical equipment, radiological 
and other scientific laboratories, 
radiation detectors, housing for 
scores of thousands of relocated 
people and even baby food, the 
five-man delegation said at a 
news conference at toe Soviet 
Embassy. * 

“The history of mankind never 
knew an ecological catastrophe, 
which is so disastrous and having 
unknown consequences for the 
nature, health and life of the 
present and future generations,” 
toe delegation said, relaying an 
appeal made originally by offi- 
cials of the Ukraine and endorsed 
this week by the Supreme Soviet, 
the Soviet legislature. 

Yuri Shcberbak, chairman of 
tbe Ecology Subcommittee of the 
Supreme Soviet and a medical 
doctor, said it took a political 
struggle to open secret medical 
records and uncover the true ex- 
tent Of tile damage by the 
radiation which poured from die 
Chernobyl reactor. 

The accident, on April 26, 
1986, began with a fire in erne of 
four 1,900 megawatt reactors fb}- 
towed by a core meltdown arid an 


explosion which seat huge quanti- 
ties of radiation into the atmos- 
phere. 

Shcberbak sod thyroid deordeis 
are be ginning to appear along 
with the first cases of leukemia 
and cancer, including thyroid 
cancer in infanta- 

He said serious medical effects 
are now expected to last dozens 
of years ana perhaps centuries. 

“Chernobyl is tbe gravest 
wanting to all humankind — the 
warning that tbe development of 
super technology systems may 


a threat to all living things os 
Earth,” he said. 

Kakimbefc Salykov, chairman 
of toe delegation, said deaths 
attributed to Chernobyl, original- 
ly set about 30, now have reached 
at least 300 and that some 150,000 
people , show some effects of 
radiation poisoning. 

But he said the true extent of 
medical damage may never be 
known became a abroad of secre- 
cy was placed on data after tod 
accident and no statistics were 
compiled on the effects of radia- 
tion on the 600,000 persons who 
took part in the initial cleanup. 

He said that before the acci- 
dent, the death rate among toe 
600 mostly younger persons who 
staffed the Chernobyl reactor was 
quite low. 

“Af^er 1986, tbe death rate 
increased tenfold” and included 


multiple deaths from cancer, he 
said. 

Shcberbak said 1.5 milli on peo- 
ple “got a great dose of radia- 
tion” and said the leukemia rate 
in tbe Kiev area is 2.6 times; to 3.8 
times greater than before the 
accident. 

“Thirteen thousand persons 
must be relocated as soon as 
possible,” he sakL 

Soviet Ambassador Yuri Dubi- 
nin said that when the effects on 
other Soviet republics are taken 
into account, some 4 million peo- 
ple may have been exposed to 
excessive levels of radiation. 

Tbe delegation released other 


— 12.5 million acres of farm- 
land and 1.5 millio n acres of 
forests in the Ukraine alone were 
effected by contamination. 

— The crmtaminafwd area Of 

the Ukraine contained more titan' 
1,600 towns and villages with' 
more than J_5 millio n inhabi- 
tant*. 

— More than 90,000 people 
have been resettled from the con- 
taminated zones to lffi newly 
.built villages in unefiected areas 
and thousands more will be soon. 

The. delegation said that white 
radiation levels have been lo- 
wered and the situation con- 
tained, much remains to.be done' 
m evacuating peopte from danger 
areas, resettling scores . of 


thousands of people, c ontinuin g 
toe_ cleanup and conducting 
radio-biologic and medical re- 
search. 

Priorities, it said, include hous- 
ing resettled people and finding 
them jobs, providing maternal 
.and child hearth care and seeming 
radiation-free food products and 
water. 

Several delegates declared that 
the aftermath of the Chernobyl 
disaster and toe initial tendency 
of tbe Kremlin to underestimate 
its scope and scale has placed 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev under intense political 
pressure. 

* 

“In general I must say that 
there are three sets of problems 
— environmental, economic and 
ethnic — tha t ate tearing OUT 
country apart, and they show that 
toe central go v ernm ent is unable 
to cope with the situation,” said 
Aleksei Yabiokov, deputy chair- 
man of the Ecology Cbmmfttee of 
the Supreme Soviet 

The chairman of the Soviet 
parliamentary delegation said he 
wiH try to find out which Soviet 
official rejected offers of fnterna- 


wfao was tbe person who ruled 
that such offers be turned down,” 
he said. 

Salykov contrasted tbe after- 
math of Chernobyl to the earth- 
quake that devastated large sec- 
tions of Soviet Armenia on Dec. 
7, 1988, and triggered an out- 
pouring of aid from around the 
world. 

He said he believes the differ- 
ence in tbe official attitude was 
caused by the fact that Chernobyl 
occurred at the beginning of Gor- 
bachev’s policy of gJasnost, or 
openness. 

“The earthquake occurred 


reform were quite well de- 
veloped,” he said. “So all offers 
were accepted.” 

Lev Kuznetsov, a member 


that in the case of 


at the Chernobyl nndear reactor. 

‘T know there were offers of 
help from fo reign organisations, 
.but they were turned down,” said 
.Salykov. 

“We are going to investigate 


world community will be req mrpd 
for a king period of time.” 

“It is very sad for ns that it is 
four years after toe catastrophe 
that we parliamentarians have to 
talk to you Hire that,” he «wt 
As to the Chernobyl reactor, it 
is considered obsolete and “acci- 
dent prone” and will be shut 
down permanently other this 
year or in 1991, said Shcberbak. 

“But it wiD not be dosed today 
off tomorrow,” he said. “Very 
great preparatory work is 



police approaching. A union 
spokesman said earlier the mili- 
tants had food supplies' and woold 
hold out. 

“They have enough materials 
to survive for over a month," he 


Smoke shrouded the yard after 
the workers used petrol bombs to 
burn many of the more than 100 
tents in which they kept o verni ght 
vigils. 

South Korea’s official Yonhap 
news agency said all workers at 
eight Hyundai companies took 
their monthly day off at toe nwe 
time Saturday. 

Police helicopters dropped tens 
of thousands of leaflets around 
tiie yard, saying their operation 
was nece ssa ry because the strike 
hampered stability in the region 
and threatened to cause econo- 
mic difficulties for tile whole 
country. 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afe- 
ca (AP) — - Times are changing ia 
South Africa. When the 
apartheid movie Cry Freedom 
appeared in 1988, it was graded 
by a storm of controversy, !^ 
bomb blasts and a police order 




opened. On Friday, the nun re- 
opened without fanfare. It began 
showing at more than 40 ri n eaus 
nationwide to moderate-sized 
crowds and no inadents. accord- 
ing to police, th e a tre m anager s 
and the film’s distributor. United 
International Pictures. “People 
have accepted changes," seal 
Dave de V fibers, general man* . 
ger of Ster-Kinekor Theatres n 
Johannesburg and surrounding 
areas. “Cry Freedom opened Ske 
an ordinary movie and wc expect 
it wfil do decent business. ItVndt . 
a cont rov er sia l blockbuster like it 
was two years ago.” The film is . 
about Mack activist Steve Bflcu, 
who toed in police custody in 
1977, and Donald Woods, a white 
newspaper editor who had bef- 
riended bun. It is based on too 
books by Woods and was directed 
by Sir Richard Attenborough. £ 

"j 

Liz Taylor 
removed from 
intensive care 

LOS ANGELES "(R) — Eli- 
zabeth Taylor is responding wd} 
to ticaturem for pneumonia and - 
has beat moved from an inten- 
sive care unit at St. John’s Hos- 
pital to a private room, hospital 
officials said Friday. The 58-year- 
old actress was said by berdoc- 
tors to have been close to death 
last weekend, but tire 
said she is better. “Her doctors : 
axe pleased with her progress.” 9) 
one hospital official I added. 
Taylor enter ed tbe Los Angeles 
hospital H days ago and is ex- 
pected to remain there for at least 
another week, the officials said. 
Taylor, who has appeared in 
more than 50 films and has been 
married seven tones, almost <fied 
of pneumonia in 1961. Over tile 
years she has undergone 19 op- 
erations for back pain. She has 
also been treated for dependence 
on prescription drags. 

Renoir work stolen 
from gallery 
in Japan 

TOKYO (AP) — A small ofl 
panting by French painter Fier- 
re-Augnste Renoir valued at ab- 
out 25 million yen ($158,000) has 
been stolen from a gallery in 
Nagoya, central Japan, police 
said Friday. Although the paint- 
ing’s official title was not im- 
medi ate ly available, an En g lish 
translation of its Japanese tide 
reads “young girl's head.” It was 
painted by the great French artist 
in 19tS. Police said the work, 10 
centimetres tall and 11.5 cen- 
timetres wide, had been on dis- 
play at Nichido Gallery in 
Nagoya since last Sunday until it 
was found stolen Wednesday. 
Police gave no further details. 

Worst New York 
cab driver to 
be deported 

NEW YORK (R) — The man # 
described as the worst taxicab y • 
driver in New York is being 
deported but not for his bad 
driving, bullying passengers or 
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